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DEDICATORY EPISTLE. 



CHARLES JOSEPH LA TEOBE, Esq., C.B., 



ETC. ETC. 



Sib, — It is with no ordinary pleasure that 
I avail myself of the present opportunity of 
associating your name with the Narrative 
which I here publish; for it embraces that 
period of my residence at Melbourne, which 
was contemporary with your own. 

I was one of the tbousande who sincerely 
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VI DEDICATION. 

regretted your resignation of the government 
you had so long, so ably, and so impartially 
administered, and that during a period when 
the difficulties of the office were so great as 
to be unparalleled in colonial history. 

To you Victoria owes a debt of gratitude, 
and her people acknowledge it, in the respect 
they hold your name; and your memory 
will long be deservedly cherished by their 
posterity. 

Your magnanimity and disinterestedness, 
your philanthropy and kind heartedness, your 
unostentatious refinement and courteousness, 
your talents and accomplishments, were alike 
distinguishing traits in your character, that 
won you admiration among all classes. 

But however' praiseworthy might be the 
administration of the governor of any colony, 
subjected to the sudden infiux of population 
and general social disorganisation attendant 
thereupon, as in the case of Victoria subse- 
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quent to the gold discoveries, lie would 
always find some to censure and express 
diesatislactian with his acts ; and so, to some 
extent, you had to brave_the brunt which 
at some stage of hie career falls to the 
lot of every public man, in whatever capacity 
he may act. 

Yet no governor of a colony ever merited 
unpopularity with any class less than you 
did ; and no man ever laboured more for the 
general welfare, and at the same time studied 
personal aggrandisement so little. 

I am hut echoing the sentiments enter- 
tained by the many who, together with my- 
self, paid their tribute of respect to you at 
your fiirewell levee on the day of your em- 
barkation from a land with which you will 
ever remain prominently associated. 

I feel that it would be presumption on my 
part to say more ; and I feel proud of the 
honour afforded me of dedicating these 
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volumes to one who is himself an extensive 
traveller, and an author whose works gained 
him high repute even long prior to the com- 
mencement of hiB distinguished career in 
Australia. 

I am, Sir, 

YouFS very faithfully, 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 
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A PANORAMA. OF THE NEW WOBLD. 



INTRODUCTION. 



It was at the hour of five o'clock, on one 
dark, gusty evening, in the month of Decem- 
her, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, that I 
first eotered London. I emerged from a 
railway carriage at the Eoston Square 
station, clad in cap and great coat, and no 
doubt wore an aspect unmistakeably mi- 
gratory. In ten minutes afterwards I was 
the occupant of a cab that might have been 
seen rolling through Bedford Square ; which 
cab, or rather the wheels thereof, con- 
tinning to roll, deposited me in front of an 
appointed hotel in Trafalgtu* Square. 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

In common keeping; with my uSual ill-luck, 
I found OD my arrival that there was no 
vaoant room lower than the third floor, 
which circumstance, taking into consider- 
ation the ohjection I entertain to a third or 
. any higher floor, was not the most welcome 
intelligence that I could have desired. 
However, judging it better to bear the evils 
of even a third floor than " to fly to others 
that I knew not of," and relying upon the 
assurance of a black and white wuter, 
apparently stiff with starch, that I should 
be promoted dovm, that is to a lower floor as 
soon as a vacancy permitted, I consented to 
make the ascent to the elevation named, 
which of course I enjoyed about as much as 
an omnibus horse does the run up Holbom 
HilL 

In the coffee-room I found sundry English 
and French men, and three or four dark- 
visaged, sleek-haired Yankees, — I use the 
term in its American sense, and with 
every respect for those designated, — sitting 
singly or in twos at the small square tables 
arranged about the room, and occupied in 
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dining. The invariable roast beef was there 
with its accompaniment of horseradish, and 
there had been a saddle of matton, but 
its skeleton was being carried away just as 
I took my place in front of my appointed 
napkin. There was only the joint ready, 
according to the national custom at English 
hotels in general; even its ordinary pre- 
decessor, the sole, would have had to be 
prepared and fried specially for me, so I de- 
clined waiting while that operation was put 
in execation. " You might as well ask me 
to wait while you fish for one," was my 
mental response to the enquiry of the object 
in broadcloth and starch. So I dined ofi* 
roast beef. I contrasted such a dinner and 
Buch a hotel with those of a similar class in 
the United States, and I felt with all the 
force of reason, that the hotel system of 
England was behind the age in which 
England lived, and that every dinner, and 
every hotel in the kingdom, more or less 
merited universal reproach, and were sadly 
ih want of improvement. After dinner I 
entered a cab, leaving it to the discretion of 
B 2 
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the driver to a great extent as to where he 
was to drive, my object being to make a 
circuit of the great thoroughferes. 

Up the Hsjinarket therefore rattled 
the cab, passing by the glitter and din 
of London's busiest scene by night, and 
so on through Regent Street, while I, hermit 
like, sat alone and aloo^ a cold and silent 
spectator. By and by a polished brass-plate 
shining in the light of a gas lamp attracted 
my eye, as I was hurried along, and on 
which conspicuously figured the words Day 
and Martin. Of course I knew them; I 
appeal to all the world, and my boots for 
corroboration of the same ; and of course 
by this I knew that I was on High Holbom. 
The city looked more asleep as I proceeded 
along Newgate Street ; very soon the solemn 
and Btatelypile of St. Panrs, towering high in 
its sombre majesty, loomed mistily before me. 
There, in its seemingly mournful desolation it 
stood like a forsaken idol frowning upon its 
revilers, for just then loud and deiiant laughter 
followed by bellicose language, broke from the 
mouths of somevnlgarand drunken passers by. 
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On the following mornmg I awoke, figura- 
Uvelj speaking, with all the roar of London 
in my ears, and this, owing to the circara- 
stance of my bedroom window feeing the 
Strand, at its junction mth the Square. I 
had the compulsory enjoyment of hewing and 
seeing the conjoined din and traffic of one of 
London's busiest comers, and that too, irom 
the reputed finest site in Europe. Looking 
into the Square, I observed two ginger-pop 
looking fountains piaying with a most sickly 
effort in its centre, and taking, in my estima- 
tion, considerably from, rather than enhanc- 
ing the beauty or the dignity of, the surround- 
ing objects. On a more attentive inspection, 
I discovered that the water was in colour 
what is commonly denominated bottle-green ; 
but I am glad to observe that in this our 
year of grace, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, 
the element has resumed its more crystal 
hue, and that the fountains, such as they 
are, perform their daily work as loell as can 
be expected. 

On the second morning following my 
arrival, I took my departure by a Great 
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Western tr^n for Plymouth and the Aus- 
tralian Bteamer. The latter vessel was under- 
going lepairs there, she having a few days 
previously been compelled to "put back," 
owing to the circumstances of her having 
sprung a leak, when about a hundred miles 
away on her voyage from Plymouth towards 
Australia. And reader, for Australia I was 
destined. In reply to my anxious enquiries, 
on arriving at the RoyaMIotel in that town, 
as to whether the steamer was ready for sea, 
for I thought it possible that she might have 
already sailed, I received information which 
completely set my mind at rest upon the 
latter important point, but no information 
whatever, as to the time of her intended 
departure. 

I found Plymouth, and the hotel, full 
of future Australians in general, and my 
own fellow-passengers in particular, most of 
whom were in high dudgeon respecting the 
delay consequent, as they said, upon the ship 
having commenced her voyage in an unsea- 
worthy condition. 
On the following morning, being desirou 
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to ascertMn bow matters stood, I pro- 
ceeded to DeTenport, in company with a 
fellow-passenger, there to embark in a boat 
for the ship. The spray-decked waters of 
the Sound were dancing in the foint gleam 
of sunlight that for a moment shone across 
the stormy prospect, for the wind was 
blowing half a gale, as we surveyed, from 
the pier upon which we stood, the heavy 
laden ship in whose embrace we meditated 
a voluntary transportation of ourselves to 
the land of gold. Notwithstanding the 
sight of the danger flag that shivered steadily 
from tho harbour flag>stail^ and which en- 
titled the boatmen to double their ordinary 
fares, we set out for the steamer. The 
waves pitched us upward, and the gale 
beat us downward, .^olns bad let loose 
flrom his cave the flying spirits of the air, 
and N'eptune was wroth, so we &red roughly, 
as half choked with wind, half drowned with 
spray, we crossed the a^tated waste. We 
had accomplished our joarney to within a 
hundred yards of the ship, when one of our 
two boatmen stood up to fiirl sail and take 
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down the maet. At the moment that he 
stood ap, the gale caught the canvas, which 
he had failed in securing ; nmultaneouBly a 
wave struck her, when, aided considerably by 
the top weight of the standing figure, and 
the circumstance of my now nerrous fellow 
passenger jumping from his seat, on the 
weather side, evidently in a state of fright, 
and half choked with a dash of salt water 
that swept across his &ce, the boat upset, 
amid the bellowing of the steersman, the 
confusion of our own voices, and the loud 
bat momentarily flapping of the canvas in 
the gale. The scene was one of the wildest 
disorder, as we were precipitated into the 
cold and torbulent waters. Gurgling cries 
rose up, and were carried swiftly on the 
wind, as we experienced the first plunge. I 
, struck out towards the ship with the maddened 
desperation of despair. The wind and waves 
half stifled and beat me down. Even now 
that momentary struggle thrills me to re- 
member. I felt, as I thought, the clutch of 
a drowning man. I strove to free myself, 
for I was 80 encumbered with clothing that 
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I felt it difiBcult to sustain myself above 
water. Minutes elapsed; they seemed hours. 
Ten minutes at least elapsed before I saw a 
boat that bad been waiting under the gang- 
way ladder of the steamer make towards us. 
I was pulled into it, partly by the hair of 
my head. I was almost breathless, and my 
limbs trembled, and my body shivered with 
extreme cold. The boat in which I was, 
heaved and pitched about irightfiilly ; I felt 
the spray dashing against me, and saw one 
man, anci then another, pulled out of the 
water, as I had just been ; but I was unable 
to offer any assistance ; I was half filled 
with salt water, and nearly frozen. Another 
boat DOW came to the rescue, and we were 
conveyed to the ship's side. I crawled up 
the gangway ladder, and had some brandy 
given to me; I drank it, and shivered. I 
heard that my companion was not yet found, 
but that the second boat was busily in search 
of him — he. had sunk ; the two boatmen had 
been picked up soon after myself. " What 
a deliverance," I ejaculated, alluding to our 
rescue, and thinking of the melancholy fate 
B 3 
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that had, in all probability, befallen the fourth 
of our number. 

More than three weeks elapsed after 
the occurrence of this event before the 
Australian steamer was ready for sea 
again, up to which time the body of my 
unfortunate fellow traveller had not been 
discovered. I pondered over this melancholy 
incident, and reflected upon the narrowness 
of my own escape from a similar fate — of 
the frailty of man, and the vanity and 
uncertainty of human hopes ; but nothing 
daunted, I was still the same. 

During this time of detention I grew 
&miliar vrith Cornwall and Mount £dge- 
cumbe, and saw Hamlet nightly on the 
Plymouth stage, and played at billiards more 
than I had ever played before. I also became 
the passing associate and observer of a batch 
of old Australians, who, swarthy, and heavy 
laden with gold, arrived by the Melbourne 
steamer during the time of my stay, and from 
whom I obtained much miscellaneous and 
practical information of the country that 
beckoned me to its shores. 
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At length I was slowly boroe down the 
channel which divides the counties of copper 
and cream, and had &irly commenced my 
voyage towards the far off El Dorado — 
towards the land of the Yarra Yarra. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Fob youth travel has many charms. I was 
young, ardent, and impetuous. Coarting 
danger, and fearing nothing, I was as ready 
to plunge wherever fate or fortune beckoned, 
or destiny determined, as I was sanguine, 
enterprising, and ambitions. Think me not 
Tain, I speak but the truth, and this I say, 
notwithstanding the fact of those who write 
in the first person being proverbially on good 
terms with themselves. To speak, fiilly I was 
heedless of peril and prodigal of everything. 
Originally intended for the church, but 
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afterwank, at toy own cboice, for the pro- 
pBBsion of medicine, which latter I had juat 
abandoned in disgost, I now looked forward 
to the bar ; but how long it might be before 
I should find myself studying Coke on the 
banks of the ThameB and within the Temple 
walls, I knew not. All the world, in the mean- 
time, lay before me, and whether I and the 
London pavement might ever meet again 
was a question. 

Time and tempest, change and turmoil, 
would interrene, bearing along the many 
dangers which are inseparable from human- 
ity, and more heavily assail the wanderer o'er 
wave and wilderness, than it is for the 
denizen of a city ever to experience. 

Still, to the eyes and heart of youth all is 
gold that glitters — all is hope and joy. 

The health, the eagerness, the defiant per- 
severance, and dauntless courage, which so 
often accompany it, when the nervous system 
is not shaken by dissipation or an excess of 
study, give a riant and festive aspect to many 
a thing that, to the sober saddened eye of age 
would inspire but feeble efforts and slender 
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hopeB, and sotbing more than the looked-for 
future does this happ7 hopefulness affect. 
True, these Tisions of coming good may be 
as the mirage of the iruitless desert, but are 
they not pleasant -views to contemplate ? do 
they not buoy up the soul, and urge men to 
the achievement of those things which other- 
wise would never have been ? 

Hope is the life-spring of enterprise-^the 
jewel casket of ambition. Poets have sung 
of its pleasares, and I have long experienced 
its promptings and delights, and although its 
prophetic impulses and promised joys have 
been often left barren and unrealised, I am 
still sustained by its latent and holy fire, and 
still do I hope for the once yearned for 
objects with which it oft allured and beguiled 
me. 

After nearly three months at sea — for our 
voyage was a slow one — and the usttal 
number of heavy gales, we sighted the Port 
Phillip shores, having called at St. Vincent's, 
the Cape, King George's Sound, and Adelaide, 
on our way. 

I have thus briefly summed up the journey 
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irom shore to ehore for the reason of ship 
matter and Toyages being notoriously oft told 
and trite ; so much so, that those purreyors 
of literature, the publishers, entertfun aa 
insunnountable and, I must say, very reason- 
able objection, to such narratives, seeing that 
the objection is founded on the iact, the im- 
portant fact, reader, of their being unsaleable. 
But for this, 1 might have written, with much 
satisiaction to myself, a few hundred pages of 
what / should have esteemed very interesting 
matter, in which soup tureens and stewards 
would have been dashed across the deck, 
followed by a rush of potatoes ; in which the 
legs of passengers would have been seen 
attached to the rigging by pieces of rope- 
yam pending the pa3rment of the required 
" footing ; " and Neptune would have boarded 
on the line, in which sharks and albatrosses 
would have been dragged oo board with a hook 
in their mouths; and love would have been 
continually and all but universally made among 
the single andthe widowed. Failing this how- 
ever, I shall usher to the view the broad ex- 
panse and diversified shores of Hobson's Bay. 
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Having taken on board a pilot, who put 
off from the station at Shortlaud's BIutT, 
situated on the sandy western shore of the 
entrance channel, and adjoining the light- 
house, and whose appearance on deck was the 
signal for all sorts of questions, we passed 
through the "Heads" into the lake-like haven. 

Aa the vessel steamed through the strait 
or gap alluded to, which was flanked oq either 
side by naked rocks rising much higher on 
the left, or Geelong side, than on the other, 
the view of the bald and broken coast land, 
with here and there patches of fiirzy under- 
wood growing up from the beach, although 
agreeably picturesque, was not calculated to 
imbue the mind of the beholder with the 
idea of its being a richly endowed agricul- 
tural, or yet good grazing country, that he 
was approaching. 

Passing from Bass's Straits, however, and 
sailing up the bay, the aspect of the shores 
— the outlines of the landscape, at once 
changed. Lofty mountains, whose distant 
snow-capped summits were hitherto alone 
seen, were now presented to the eye ; their 
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^ant sides here and there gashed with in- 
dentatiooa, and covered with mTiting ver- 
dnre for thousands of feet from their hase. 
Bright and beautiful was the morning. Rich, 
vivid, and inspiring lights decked out the 
varied prospect. All nature looked glad, 
and jubilant-riant, and festive as the day. 
The rugged sides of the distant mountains 
bristling agtUQst the flashing sky, in sharp 
and clearly defined outlioe, showed the ex- 
treme rarefaction of the atmosphere, which 
was at once buoyant and exhilirating. 
Between the beach aud the mountains an 
extensive sweep of conntry, heavily timbered 
and studded with bills and patches of open 
grass land intervened, bordering the greater 
part of the bay. On the western shore, as 
we approached Geelong, a series of low, 
barren, and desolate sandhills were alone to 
be seen, and which extended a considerable 
distance round the point, leading into the 
inner harbour of that town. 

Numerous suburlian villas, and such like, 
peeped out along the eastern shore, adding a 
pleasing diversity to the view, as we neared 
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tbe anchorage ground, where an immense 
fleet of large-sized shipping was to be seen 
covering two or three miles of water space. 
Darkness had OTershadowed the prospect by 
the time the vessel came to an anchor, and 
owing to this, and the circumstaDce of no 
bay steamer coming alongside, the passengers, 
without exception, remained on board till 
the following morning. Then a small tug- 
boat steamed alongside, and had her decks 
quickly filled by a crowd all eager for the 
land. There were only two or three females 
among the number, they, together with the 
children, having been wisely left on board, 
while their husbands, or other relatives or 
guardians, went in search of habitations for 
them. The wet season bad just commenced, 
a consequence of which was, that the low 
alluvial plain near the mouth of the Yarra 
Yarra, and fronting Williamstown, was 
flooded. The vessel's river track was here 
denoted by two lines of sticks stuck into the 
slightly submerged ground, on the verge of 
deep water. 

As we entered through the neck of the 
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river, the banks rose on either side, but only 
to the height of a few inches above the water 
level, while here and there they appeared 
flooded. The same low banks, covered vrith 
a dense tea-tree scrab, continued past the Salt 
Water river, the lower tributary of the 
Yarra Yarra, as &r as the Melbourne wharf, 
on which we were landed. The latter was 
situated a short distance above some repul- 
sive looking slaughter houses, where a num- 
ber of pigs were kept as scavengers, and a 
little below the freshwater falls, fronting the 
Custom House. 

The prospect after landing was anything 
but promising, yet everybody seemed to be 
in the enjoytnent of pleasant hopes and the 
felicity of anticipated gain. Gold evidently 
ranked before comfort in their minds, a lucky 
circumstance, as none of the latter was to be 
had unless found in the spirit of contentment 
under difficulties, for of such each of us had his 
full share thrust rudely upon him, so that the 
popular saying of aS his oton fault was not 
here applicable, unless indeed so Jar as onr 
taking passage for the colony was concenied. 
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Hofrever, that was a thing of the past ; here 
there was no " backing out " — it was fight or 
die — through mud and rain, hungry and 
houseless, as best we could. The one thing 
that gladdened the prospect, and made even 
mud look beautiful, was the sunshine. 
ViTifying were the rays of that presiding 
orb of day, and gratelul indeed was the 
warmth which they imparted, and almost 
saddening was the effect of each passing 
cloud in holding them from our view. 

Of course there were neither porters nor 
cabs, nor yet any other vehicles of trans- 
mission to be had. Tnie, we saw men, bat 
we might as well have seen scale-backed 
armadilloes for aught they availed ns. Of ■ 
cabs, stages, or omnibuses, there was not a 
single specimen to be seen. Of carts, there 
were a few, rolling heavy laden through the 
mud, but not one for hire. Our only alter- 
native therefore, was to ourselves carry such 
light luggage as we had brought with us ; to 
leave it to be pitched about the wharf was 
a measure which nobody seemed inclined to 
adopt. A few shanties, and those only seen 
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at Bome conBiderable distance, separated by 
an acre of quagmire, were the only things 
architectural which flanked the view, the 
wharf warehouses and an old wall excepted. 
However, there was but little use in being 
downcast, and the " new chums " for such we 
were styled by those knowing individuals, 
the " old ehimiB," seemed to be fully of that 
opinion, judging, as I have before hinted by 
the peculiarity of their obserrations. and the 
general good humour with which they 
Btmggled through the mud towards the 
golden city of their hopes and aspirations. , 

Trudging onward we came to an ugly 
square stone building, access to which was 
gained by a ladder4ike flight of steps, and 
which we were informed was the Custom 
House. We took our way up a street flanked 
on the right by a low wall, enclosing some 
uneven waste land, constituting the garden 
of this ugly custom house, and on the left 
by a dirty looking public house, and a few 
wretched looking wooden shanties, used as 
stores by individuals whose appearance was 
even more forbidding than their warehouses. 
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Several times did I stick in the mud while 
making my way through this street, which 
presented about as unrefreshing and miser- 
able an aspect as any to be found either in or 
out of Australia. Howe^wr, this was Mel- 
bourne. This was the El Dorado. The fact 
of there being no gold to be found here was 
a matter of small consequence. There were 
few people to be seen moving, and the 
only sign of commerce was a solitary bullock 
team, waiting in front of one of the before- 
mentioned wooden stores. At the top of 
this street a more promising scene met our 
view. The cathedral stood at one corner, 
and the market, forming a square, and by- 
the-bye, the only one in the city, at the other, 
while Collins Street, the Regent Street of 
Melbourne, divided them. The bank of New 
South Wales fronted the religions edifice, and 
several brick and plaster hotels, and a few 
modern shanties, and an iron house, faced the 
market-place. The latter consisted of a 
confused assemblage of tents, Jews, slop 
goods, and fruits. With one of these hotels 
worthy of St. Giles's, several of us proceeded 
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to make acquaintance. It was oar 6rst 
venture, and we were Tory uncertain as to 
the amount of capital necessary to he in- 
vested in the canse of a bottle of ale. 

" Well have wine," said one of my com- 
panions, a rash red-haired young man of 
sanguine temperament ; " I'd like to see what 
their colonial wine's like." 

"Just so," I remarked, and awaited with 
some curiosity the result. 

"A bottle of wine," demanded the rash 
young man. 

He appeared to entertain the idea that 
colonial wine was all alike, and that no 
other was to be had. 

" Sherry ?" asked the barman. 

" Isn't it colonial wine you have ?" asked 
the other. 

The barman smiled, half in pity, half in 
pleasure. 

" I haven't seen any yet," said he, " new 
chums come here with all sorts of queer 
things in tbeir head." 

" 1 beg your pardon T' said I. 

" Notions, I mean," promptly retorted the 
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man, &Toaring me, at the same time, with 
a knowing wink; "there was one of 'em 
digging up Collins Street yesterday, and 
trying to wash the mud clean." 

" Let's try the sherry ?" said the aspirant 
foT colonial wine. 

" Eighteen shilliags," said the man, and he 
drew the cork. 

A low, but expressive whiatle followed this 
announcement. 

" Rather high," remarked one of our party. 

"Ah, you don't know yet," replied the 
liquor dealer. 

"Well, there's one thing we know, and 
that is, it takes colonial pay to pay colonial 
prices." 

" To be sure it does," continued the man, 
" what's the use of English money?" 

This was a new argument, which, however, 
was speedily concluded, by the comment, 
that its use was a matter beyond question, 
but that its quantity evidently required to 
be considerable, if Melbourne prices were to 
be met; and with this reflection we paid our 
money, and drank our wine, the worst I bad 
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ever tasted ; and leaving a tresh lot of *' new 
ohuma," and a few heavy bearded "old 
chums," to take our places, we oontinaed 
our peregrinatioQS towards the post-office. 
Everybody went to the post-office. It was, 
invariably, the first object of attraction after 
arrival, and being situated in a central part 
of the town, it formed a very convenient 
place of meeting. The amount of mud we 
had to wade through on our way would be 
something inconceivable to any one not 
acquainted with Melbourne at that time. 
There was a large miscellaneous assemblage, 
chiefly of new arrivalB, in front of the 
post-office, that is at the Bourke Street 
comer, and much chattering going forward. 
Here I parted from my companions, and 
had arranged to meet my friends of the 
steamer at three o'clock, at the post-office 
again, and as I had an hour or so to spare 
before that time, I took my vray into a 
restaurant in Collins Street, with the inten- 
tion of feasting upon Australian mutton. I 
had heard as much of mutton in connection 
with the country, as the Yankees do of roast 
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bee^ when talking about England, and I vas 
almost as eager to satisfy my desire in the 
consumption of that flesh, as the Yankees 
usually are irith respect to roast beef when 
they first land in England. In such a hurry 
are they, indeed, for that national dish of 
OUTS, that, to an unsophisticated observer it 
voald almost appear that they had come 
across the Atlantic for no other purpose than 
eating this said " Englishman's dinner." But 
to us vbo know that they go to France and 
eat /rUxtsSes with equal gusto, and choose 
the most transmogrified of meats, so much so, 
that they are alike ignorant as to whether 
they may be eating a d(^ or a cat, or neither, 
the case is different. The fitct is, that when 
the representatiye of stars, stripes, and the 
" almighty dollar" goes to Borne, he tries to 
do what the Romans do, as far as he is able. 
The only things that be is not partial to, are 
having to change his custume of black clothr 
and if he " chawa," to leave it off. He rebels 
against any innovation with respect to either, 
and is, in general, the best of friends with 
every hotel waiter and gareon who has any- 
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thing to do with him, for he is a prodigal 
paymaster, and in the school of squander, 
completely takes the shine out of the " Bri- 
tishers." He spends about three times u much 
as an ordinary Englishman would in the 
same length of time, and takes passage to 
New York again with as much uneoncem 
as if he were about starting on a down-river 
steam-boat on the Hudson or Mississippi. 
He will tell you lie is bound to trav^ and 
so he travels. 

However, to the mutton. I had iny 
curiosity promptly gr^ified, although I v/as 
not satisfied with the result. Its quality was 
poor ; however, there was no lack in quantity. 
The Australian bushman eats his damper and 
mutton and drinks his tea three times a day, 
and very well they agree vrith lum, and very 
well satisfied he is. Sobsequeotly, I enjoyed 
much finer mutton than this in the colony. 

There were seveaal old chums in the re- 
staurant at this time, thdr 6ices orergrown 
with hair, their legs eocaBei in thigh boots, 
and each wearing a thick footing coat 
over a red woollen ihirt, also ^ther the wide- 
c2 
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awake, or Panama hat. Two of them were 
diggers, and had each a reToIver slung to his 
belt. 
After this, mj first luncheon in Aastralia, 
repaired to the post-office, according to 
appointment, and met the rash young man 
and one or two others. The question we had 
to decide was, whether we should proceed to 
a point about three miles off, at the head of 
the bay, called Sandridge, and take boat for 
the steamer, or remain on shore, and trust to 
luck and circumstances for a bed. 

I had several letters of introduction to men 
high in office at Melbourne, and to several 
wealthy colonists elsewhere, but I did not 
wish to deliver them just then, simply because 
I was disinclined to put myself under an 
obligation to them for the ni^t's entertain- 
ment, and my stock of apparel on shore was 
not sufficient to allow me to "dress (or 
dinner." Moreover, I wished to take matters 
easily, and as there were no cabs to be hired 
at a less &re than thirty shillings, and as to 
employ one was a vulgar thing, only resorted 
to by lucky diggers and their flaunting brides, 
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I resolved to merely look about me on this 
first day of my arriTal. Ererytbing looked 
very cheeriess. The sky was dark and 
threatening, and beyond the moving about of 
new arrivals there seemed to be but little 
life stirring in the city. We had hardly 
reached Collins Street when it began to rain, 
and with a violence which I had never before 
experienced. I made a dart into' a Jew gold 
buyer's office, in the window of which there 
were exhibited various small parcels of dust 
and nuggets, to each of which a ticket was 
affixed, bearing the name of the gold field 
from which it had been taken. In the centre 
of this collection, and occapying a very pro- 
minent position, lay a' Colt's revolver, ready 
loaded and capped. The shower lasted about 
twenty minutes, after which we set out in 
search of lodgings for the night, having re- 
solved not to return to the steamer before 
the afternoon following. 

Continuing on our way to. the bottom of 
Elizabeth Street, we reached Flinders Street, 
eeparated from the banks of the Yarra Yarra 
river by a strip of waste land stretching the 
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entire length of tbe street, at the end of 
which the liver curved off a little to the 
south. Here the mud became deeper, and 
the ground was intersected with numerous 
guUies and lagoons, through which we found 
it a difficult matter to navigate. Several 
times our progress was arrested by our boots 
being either held fast or pulled off oar feet 
by the mud. We had proceeded only a few 
yards through this mire, in the endeavour to 
reach one of two bouses standing alone in 
this street, and to which we had been directed 
for accommodation, when we arrived in 
front of the desired habitation; it was one of 
the old houses of tbe colony, and cbaraeter- 
ised chiefly by the numerous panes of broken 
glass patched over with brown paper and 
pieces of old newspapers, wbich abounded in 
its windows, and by tbe general dinginess of 
its colour and its broken racterior ; for tbe 
houses were of brick, covered over with 
plaster, and coloured in imitation of stone, 
and as large pieces of the plaster had crum- 
bled and fallen away, their entire aspect was 
damp and wretched. 



3 bv Google 



THE NEW WORLD. 31 

At the door of the first of these two houses 
we knocked. In answer to our enquiries, to 
our joy we were informed that we ctiuld 
hare beds there for the night, and moreover, 
would be charged only five shillings a head 
for the accommodation. Now we conudered 
oorselvee lucky, for my oompaniou, as well as 
myself, had instituted enquiries, and ascer- 
tiUQed that the beds at all the hotels and 
public houses weiQ engaged, and even sleep- 
ing room on the floor had been bespoke at 
the minority. Feeling somewhat more satis- 
6ed at having at least secured a roof A^r 
ourselves in the colony, we starolled back into 
Collins Street. 

There was but little, to all appearances, to 
be seen in the streets; so, after examining 
sundry shop windows — shops at a thousand 
a-year rental — we took our way to the 
restaurant at which I had at first anatomised 
the before-mentioned roasted iragment of a 
sheep. There we ordered tea, and zealously 
read the Argta newspaper — the Times of 
Australia — particularly the advertisement 
portion. We scrutinized, with avidity, 
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columns of shilling enquiries after raissiag 
friends — -a E^iilUag was the diarge for tntch 
advertisements, and threepence was the price 
of the paper — the cheapest articles in the 
colony without exception ; but since that 
time the price of both has been doubled. 
The advertiBementB were t^iten unique and 
ludicrous in their character, and if I were to 
here submit a collection (rf tbem they would 
afford in themselves almost unlimited amuse- 
ment. 

At about eight o'clock we emerged from 
the restaurant into the dark and silent 
streets. No lamps ; no pavement ; no shining 
moon ; no illuminated shops were there to 
cheer us on the way to Flinders Street and 
our lodgings. Alt was mud and darkness. 
Over slippery streets, abounding in guUies 
and lagoons, on this the last day of April, did 
we wend our noisy way, laughing at our 
mishaps and defying garotters, for it was then 
a common occurr^ice for strollers by night 
to be " stuck up ;" not in the ordinary EngKsb 
sense of sttick up people, be it observed, but 
stuck up with a vengeance ;■ that is, brought 
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to a dead halt at the revolTer's mouth, or 
with a blow of a heav^ life anuihilator, 
commonly known as a " life preserver," or at 
the point of a bowie knife. Tt was either 
" your money or your life," or both, and woe 
unto the unarmed. We were not afraid of 
such assassination ; ' we had each either a 
knife, or a sword-stick, or a revolver, and 
there were four of us, and very courageous 
indeed, we professed to be, and very mirthful 
under the colonial ordeal we were. We 
arrived at the house after sliding, stumbling;, 
and sticking in the mud as we advanced to 
the door. Truly, Melbourne at that time was 
as much a ditch in winter as it was repre- 
sented to be a dustbin in summer. 

The beauties of Australia have been 
frequently painted in the brightest and iiiost 
inviting of hues, and I had read those pleasant 
book pictures before my embarkation from 
England ; but instead of the beautiful, I had 
as yet only experienced the wretched, and on 
this, my first night in Australia, I would have 
willingly parodied on the basis of stern reality 
those glittering descriptioiis of clime and 
C 3 
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country vhich had eo delighted me in post 
octavo. I voold not hare sung^ — as the 
immortal B;^ii, the greatest of all poets, did 
in those lines of transcendent beauty and 
picturesqaenesB, which usher in his " Bride of 
Abydos" — those lines which I could never 
weary of repeating, and cannot now resist 
quoting :— 

"Know ye the land Trhere the cjpre«i and myrtle. 
Are emblenu of deeds that are done in th^ clime, 
Wheie the rage of the vulture, the lore of the turtle. 
Now melt into sorroir, now msddeD to crime ? 
KnoT je the land of the cedar and Tine, 
Where the floweni erer bloesom, the beama erer shine, 
Where the light wings of zephyr, oppreued with perfbm^ 
Wax faint o'er the gardeiB of Gul in her bloom ; 
Whete the citron and oliTe are &irest of frnit, 
And the voice of the nightingale never is mnta ; 
Where the dnta of the earth, and the hues of the iky. 
In colonr though vitried, in beanty may vie. 
And the pnrple of ocean is deepest in dye ; 
Where the virgins are aoft al the rOKs they twine. 
And all save the spirit of man it divine ? 
"n» the clime of the east, 'tis the land of the sun. 
Can he smile on snch deeds as his children have done ? 
Oh! wildas the aecenlf of lovers* fhrawetl. 
Are the hearts which they bear, and the talea which they tell." 

I would not, I have said, have echoed such 
music, of praise in behalf of Australia, but 
rather have repeated in parody a contrast such 
as the following : — 
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tjxiw ye die btid when the ahe-flsk and gBB~tice% 
tn shoddwi defoisuty darken the world, 
Where th« blM of the oenh, ind the diill of the m braeie, 
Koir BCorcbea to fever, Doir piercet with odd f 
Know ye tlie land contrariety sway^ 
Perverting the lam commoD natuie obeya. 
Where black nrani and mag|nes id whitened uray. 
With water-rats, dock-billed, eome forth to (he day ; 
Where the trees shed their bark as the lerpeDla their ikia, 
AaA ths stones of the cherries are oatside— not in ; 
Where theoiowiiigof oockaiatlieinidiught u hewd, 
And beasla breed their yonng in a manner absord ; 
Where enjoymeDt a fiction is — comfort a aijth,' 
. And the heart of an eacntent hardens to {lith ; 
Where a wooden pear offers the toughest of ftnit. 
And the lan^ of the baahjaokam never is mote; 
Where the dost of the earth and the glare of the «kyi 
Are a plague la the breath, and the skin, and the ejt. 
And water is brackish and rivers are dry ; 
Where the lode-star of life is the gold in the mine. 
And the spirit rapreme is the qiirit at wine 1 
Tis the land of the soath, 'tis the rehge of crime. 
Oh I well may the ooDvict posseaa soch a ollme. 
' I The f^oD there larking bj gully and hill. 
Can dart on his victim to rob or to kill. 
While his children are nnrtored in felwiy still ; 
For dire as the corse npon everything there, 
Are the deeds that they dc^ and the thooghts that they bear. 

After experience however proved to me 
that Australia abounded less in shadow than 
in Bunshine, and that my Brst experiences of 
the countty vrere the worst. Immediately 
on entering the house we were shown into 
the front parlour or general sitting room, 
where fourteen mdividiials of ihe gender 
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masculine, and order new chum, were 
assembled. 

The landlord, a little dapper EnglishmnD, 
of dark complexion and affable manners, in- 
cited ua to make ourselves comfortable ; in 
conformity with which invitation we pre- 
pared to do 80, although we found it what is 
commonly called tight work. With the ex- 
ception of one digger, and three German 
Jews, traders, who kept up a continual and 
exclusive guttural clatter amongst themselves, 
the party was composed solely of new 
chums, so we were soon in conversation, each 
one inquiring what ship his neighbour came 
out by, and how many days they took to 
come, and so on. 

Leaving twelve of the fourteen iudividuals 
behind us, we followed, to the number of 
jBve, our guide up stairs, to a room on the 
first floor. On entering it we were some- 
what flabbergasted to behold its entire sur&ce 
covered over with wooden stretchers, thirteen 
in number ; eight were occupied, and the 1^3 
of several of the sleepers were depending 
from the ends of some of them. The re- 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



tHE NEW WORLD. 37 

maining five were at our owa disposal. 
Beyond these thirteen stretchers the room 
was totally unfurnished; I speak literally, 
and not excepting the most obscure item. 
There was a tallow candle burning on the 
mantel-piece, its feeble blaze being now and 
then obscured by the smoke emitted from a 
short black pipe, in which the occupant of the 
stretcher immediately under it had sought 
consolation. There were two Germans in 
the opposite comer, holding a very rapid and 
somewhat loud conversation, and whose at- 
tention was not for a moment diverted by 
our entrance; the others were either cogi- 
tating, snoring, or quietly asleep. We pro- 
ceeded to undress, depositing our boots and 
hats at the foot of our respective stretchers 
on the floor. The stretchers were only fur- 
nished with a single blanket each, and that of 
a thinner texture and smaller dimensions 
than any I had ever before seen ; there were 
DO pillows, no mattrasses. Looking up at 
the ceiling, I perceived that our comer of the 
same was saturated with wet, and that the 
floor bore evidence of having been very 
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recently soaked in consequence; but, as 
several holes presented themselves ia the 
said floor, the water had evidently been 
carried off into the regions below, almost as. 
quickly as it had splashed down. There was 
an interstice made I observed in the arrange- 
ment of the stretcher beds, so as to allow 
room for the anioterrapted downiall of the 
drops. I had, unfortunately, taken possession 
of one of the stretchers on either side of this 
shower-bath. There is nothing so bad, but 
that it might be worse, thought I ; and on 
the same principle, that there is nothing 
so good but that it might be 'better. For 
instance, the stretcher might have been 
directly under this water filterer, and that 
would have been worse. Zt is a delightful 
thing going to bed sometimes, and it is 
but seldom that we shrink from it — small 
boys excepted, — but on this occasion I 
positively did shrink from going to bed, for 
these naked-legged canvass-covered wooden 
stretchers were so dirty, and everything, to 
the very atmosphere in the room, was so 
damp and cold, and the masquitoes were 
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buzzing about so oameronsly and malicioosly, 

that the prospect of rest or sleep was b; no 
means promising. However, I assumed the 
horizontal, bat, as I had surmised, experi- 
enced great difficulty in locating myself — 
as the Americans would say, — the stretcher 
being, as I at the moment expressed myself, 
a thonsand miles too short for me. Its in- 
sufficiency will be more correctly understood, 
when I say, that its length was five feet, 
and my own exactly one foot more. There 
was no help for this. Had I complained 
to their owner, the dapper little man, who was 
most probably by this time ensconced under 
some table down stairs — he would most 
likely have told me that it was my fault and 
not the stretcher's — the bed was there, he 
could sleep on it, and so on, why couldn't 
I? Having made a pillow of a small leather 
bag that I carried with me, and covered 
myself as well as I was able with my coat, 
taking good care to keep the blanket as an 
outsider, I prepared to sleep. The black pipe 
was stiU emitting smoke, the Germans were 
still in busy conversation, and the musquitoes 
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in active drone went feebly on the wing from 
sleeper to sleeper. Luckily the number as 
well as the individual strength of the latter 
bad been much reduced owing to the cold 
season of the year, otherwise we should have 
been visited by an infliction even more pain- 
ful than it was our lot that night to suffer 
under. The wind whistled, the rain beat, and 
the darkness without was unrelieved by a 
star, a moonbeam, or a street lamp. Dimly 
flickered the candle in its socket. The 
Germans ceased talking, and very soon were 
asleep. And thus hurried by the night, 
which brought morning to the thirteen occu- 
pants of that dingy room. 

I awoke amid a clatter of voices proceed- 
ing, from the various stretchers. Everybody 
appeared to have just awoke, and to be 
equally inclined to rise ; for a collection of 
legs almost simultaneously reached the floor, 
among the number of which my own were 
not missing. My flrst object was to glance 
at the weather and the condition of the 
streets. A splash from the leak in the 
ceiling on to the saturated boards of the 
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room floor, told me that it was either raining 
or had been so but receDtly. The calmnees of 
the swamp in front of the houee denoted a 
cessation of the watery downfall. But the 
puddles and the mud promised a da; of diffi- 
cult travel, although the newly risen sun was 
decking the hills with the rainbow light of 
morning, most prominent among which and 
immediately fronting the house, was Emerald 
Hill, on which the canvass tents of " Canvas 
Town" were gleaming in the sunlight. 
Between the house and the hill, the Yarra 
Yarra river wound its way ; following its 
course to the right, and in the direction of 
the bay a long forest of masts was presented 
to the eye, extending from the breakwater 
opposite the custom house, while beyond 
and in the distance, seated on the broad 
waters of the bay, a fleet of tall shipping 
proclaimed the commerce of the clime. 

It was a very unfortunate thing that every- 
body got up at the same time, as owing to 
the circumstance of there being but one 
wash-bowl, the accommodation for lavatory 
operations was rendered palpably insufficient. 
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This one wash-bowl was placed on a stand 
immediately outside of the room, and at the 
head of the staircase, and near it was a much 
worn tooth-brnsh swinging hj a cord from a 
nail in the wall, and evidently intended for 
universal use. " Pro bono publico,"^ said one 
of my friends jocularly, and pointing it out 
to me. I recoiled from the sight, and made 
my way with all possible expedition down 
stairs. Here I paid my five shillings, and 
having been joined by my companions, the 
door was unbolted, and we emerged into the 
open street, simultaneously with which, the 
mud of the previous day still on our boots, 
was brought in contact with the still more 
plentiful mud of to-day. We proceeded to- 
gether along the street as far as the church, 
in a line with Prince's Bridge, a large stone 
arch across the river. We took our way 
over this bridge for the joint purpose of 
refreshing ourselves by the walk, and making 
an inspection of Canvas Town. Even on the 
low western bank of the river, fleecy habita- 
tions were here and there to be seen. 

Ascending Emerald Hill, and passing an 
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enclosed series of wooden buildings on our 
left, erected for the use, at a small rental, 
of houseless immigrants, we approached the 
precincts of the town. The prospect was not 
exhiliratiug, nor yet pleasing; there was a 
look of wretchedness and disorder, of much 
rain and hardship about it, which rather 
gave rise to melancholy reflections, than 
buojed up our hearts to face the first rough 
brunt of colonial life. The tents were of all 
shapes and sizes, and, on the whole, their 
condition was sorrj looking. The ground 
was wet, and puddles were abundant ; every- 
thing, in and around, was damp from the 
recent rains, and the golden hues of the 
morning just flashing athwart the landscape, 
blazed oat in striking contrast to the woe- 
begone scene upon which we gazed. The 
sun was fast rising ; rich, vivid, and inspiring 
lights were crowning the elevations, and very 
soon the aspect of things would become 
more comfortable, beneath the warm and 
vivifying influence of the shining morning. 
It was even now, while we stood, undergoing 
a perceptible change for the better, and our 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



44 1 FANOBAHA OF 

hopes grew brighter as the saulight epread 
more and more across the prospect, hghting 
up the shipping in the bay, and silvering the 
wave^ lending life and animation to the 
sylvan vista far to the enstward, where here 
and there a white and stately villa gleatned 
out from amidst the inviting foliage which 
lined the rolling hanks of the ever-flowing 
river, and lighting up in beauty of many 
shades the towers and turrets of the city to 
the northward — the city just awaking to the 
life and activity of the day, in which each 
and all would renew the battle for gold ! 

As we stood. Canvas Town gradually re- 
Tealed its inner life to our watchful gaze. 
One by on^ the occupants of the various 
tents emerged from their resting-places, 
into the outer world. The appearance of 
these individuals was about as forlorn to the 
eye as their fleecy domiciles had been. 
Quickly, however, they bestirred themselves, 
and lighted their several fires; some had 
great difficulty in accomplishing this, owing 
to the dampness of the materials employed. 
Curling lengths of smoke now became gene- 
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ral throughout the camp, and seTeral women 
and children made their appearance among 
the crowd of men. Every individual mem- 
ber of that transitory community seemed 
alive to, as well as to appreciate, the force 
of being in a land where time was pre- 
eminently money; and, acting under its 
influence, men endeavoured to make the 
best and most ready use of it, and acted 
with a promptitude, decision, and earnest, 
yes, and anxious industry, unknown in any 
but a gold-finding country; bat which the 
necessities of time and place goaded them to 
practise. It was no idle work the game of 
life at Melbourne. 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



A. PAHOKAHA. OF 



CHAPTER II. 



Leaving the region of tents behind us, we 
now directed our steps towards the city, with 
the primary intention of breakiasting at the 
Melbourne Larder, the restaurant pre-viously 
alluded to, and perusing the columns of the 
Argus newspaper. The Argus, as I have 
said, is the Times of Australia, and the adver- 
tisemente which every day make their appear- 
ance in it, offer an even better index to the 
history of the time than do those of the great 
English organ. The very political feeling of 
the democratic colonists was plainly ex- 
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pressed in the advertisement that first met 
the eye, at the bead of the first column : 
" Wanted, a Governor, apply to the people 
of Victoria." 

" Here I am, thought I, just in time ; 
bat the form of application is rather too 
general to suit my new chummism." I almost 
felt disposed to apply to the waiter' in the 
first instance — a wdter here was as good as 
a king, and the son of Dick Turpin would 
have been esteemed and served as well as the 
son of " my lord duke." Notwithstanding, 
however, the evident circumstance of the 
people of Victoria in general, and the Argus 
newspaper in particular, being in want of a 
governor, 1 did not take sufficient compassion 
upon them, to induce the offer of my services. 
The reader, of course, will perceive that the 
then governor of the colony was unpopular 
with, at least, a class ; nevertheless, he re- 
tained his office till the middle of 1854, 
fifteen months afterwards, when, having 
previously resigned, he took his departure for 
England, a few weeks after which, his suc- 
cessor arrived. I shall hereafter hold the 
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mirror up to these two. It is enough for 
me at present to confine myself to the things 
of the passing day. The Argus, as on the 
previous date, afforded a fund of infonnation. 
The breakfefit was as satisfactory, as the 
charges were moderate ; the cost of the same 
averagiug only three shillings each ; for this 
we were allowed the privilege of cutting ad 
libitum from cold roast kangaroo — a choice 
hind leg, slices of which we consumed with 
amazing gusto. The waiter informed us 
that the rent of eadh of the shops on the 
opposite side of the way — Collins Street 
— varied from one to two thousand ar-year. 
Newspapers and advertisements were de- 
cidedly the cheapest things in the colony, 
and constituted singular exceptions to the 
general dearness of everything sorround- 
ing them. There were four broadsides of 
advertisements, each having some special 
peeularity of its own. Those which filled 
the columns headed "missing friends" were 
very striking. In them the reader would 
find wives searching for their husbands, 
find husbands searching for their wives, 
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brothers astray and eisters astray, perhaps in 
more senses than one ; new arriTala in search 
of friends recently arrived by other ships, and 
stating that they were to be fouqd at all sorts 
of places, variously mentioned ; men wanting 
to join digging parties, some that had been up 
before, and some that had not yet " got the 
lime-juice off them," i.e., unmistakable new 
chums. Then dozens of men were advertisiiig 
for all sorts of artizans and labourers, and 
dozens there were advertizing for work, chiefly 
in the capacity of clerks and storemen. Then 
all sorts of descriptions of lost cattle and im- 
pounded cattle^ occupied a column or so; 
then " stations " for sale ; and iron hous^ 
and merchandise, raw and manu&ctured, also 
for sale, appeared at great length. There 
were two pawnbrokers' advertisements, three 
surgeons' ditto — one a sort of local Holloway. 
The programme of the Queen's Theatre for 
that evening appeared — the Mayor of Mel- 
bourne, ^6 was also, or had, been, a suo- 
eessAil publican, being the lessee ; Bowe's 
Circus, and its great attractions, were duly 
enlarged upon; a concert at the Mechanics' 
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Tcstitution, opposite the Argus office, Collins 
Street East, was announced, the price of 
admission stated at five shillings, and seven 
and sixpence. Then came appeds to the 
benevolent, for the support of the Benevolent 
Asylum and of the Melboame Hospital. 
There were also numerous notices addressed 
to men, likely at the diggings, to the effect 
that if they did not remove their horses, or 
their waggons, or their merchandise, or their 
I<ig?^3> the same would be sold within so 
many days — generally about seven; the 
sequel was, rfiat these various lots were lost 
to their owners, who, even if they ever saw 
the advertisement, could not get down from 
the diggings in so short a space of time as 
that specified for their removal. Then there 
were notices from Cole's wharf, and other 
wharves also, notifying that if such and such 
packages were not claimed, and taken away 
within three days, they would be sold, and 
sure enough they were sold, and the wharf- 
ingers got the money, for wharf accommoda- 
tion was a valuable thing at this time of 
Melbourne's history; and moreover a very. 
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expensive one, as I experienced, in the 
tremendous freight and storage charged for 
bringing my small mountain of luggage from 
the steamer in the bay to the wharf at 
Melbourne. There was a column devoted to 
houses wanted, and & small space to " board- 
ing houses " and public houses, where was to 
be had accommodation ibr both man and 
horse. There was evidently a great demand 
for cooks and housemaids, laundresses, and 
bullock drivers, shepherds, and hut keepers. 
The number of articles lost was apparently 
enormous, but the number found exceedingly 
small. *< Stolen or strayed," was a heading 
wherein the brands of various cattle were 
described, with a minuteness worthy of the 
Dutch. " Partnerships," told of niuiy anxi- 
ous to co-operate, on the principle that 
" unity is strength." Calls of public meet- 
ings, and announcements of forthcoming 
musical assemblies at various public houses, 
occupied a prominent position. Bat, paxa- 
mount to all these, was the missing iriends* 
column, were those commencing with the oft- 
repeated words — " If this should meet the ei/e 
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of" — bore moornliil tidings to the heart of 
many an one, for, very often tbey told of 
death, or suffering, uid afforded striking 
testimony to the unsettled state of the com- 
munity. Here was the second colmnn of 
the Times intensiiied and mnltiplied. Here 
was the chronicle of disaster, of [H'osperity, 
oftffli of love. Throagh this medium re- 
unions often took place. But many of these 
addresses to missing Mends were unconsci- 
ously directed to the " unrecorded dead " — 
to many a lifeless tenant of an undenoted 
grave, in unconsecrated ground at the " dig- 
gings," or perhaps equally unchronicled in the 
Melbourne cemetery. Then there were the 
usual advertisements of everyday life at home, 
such as banks, insurance offices, ships loading, 
sailors wanted, and births, marriages, and 
deaths — some of each, and great events they 
were — the commencement, the climax, and 
the dissolution of existence — although but 
little heeded amid the bustle and excitement 
of gold hunting, and the preparations inci- 
dental to its pursuit. 
There was no peace, no rest, no tranquillity 
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for mind or body to be fouod. It tnis im- 
poBsible to hire fl room for the exclusive use 
of one man, five or ton, as a matter of course, 
must share it with him ; rents vere so high 
and accommodation was so scanty. Had it 
been sunmier time I shonld have camped out 
under my umbrella, despite the danger of 
being stuck np, and plimdered, in preference 
to shuing apartments on such conditions; as 
it vas, many were now doing bo. 

" Ob, Melbourne, where are thy charms ? " 
said somebody; biit I was too eager, too 
impetuous, too excited, to care about his 
words.. There was no time for enquiries. 
Men had to accept the evidence of their seven 
senses, and rest content witb such. Every- 
body was looking out for number one ; there 
was no time for any one to follow any one 
to his grave had he died ; nobody cared for 
his neighboor ; every body cared for himself. 
Su(^ was the prominent feature of Uie new 
tide of population and society at Melbourne. 
.Yet all this clamour and anxiety seemed to 
sabside or hide itself with the approach of 
night. Then every one sought out his lair, 
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and rentained there till morning. I speak 
of the majority ; of course some went to the 
circus and the theatre, and on their way home 
were more or less liable to be knocked down 
and robbed ; for Melbourne by night at the 
time of which I speak was an almost impas- 
sable region, and report said, as I readily 
believed, that it had been much worse ; still 
however it was without street lamps, and its 
muddy thoroughfares were cut up with deep 
guUeys, and every step through the darkness 
was freighted with dan^r. Bullock drays, 
horse teams, and equestrians had disappeared 
from the streets, and Melbourne looked any- 
thing hut exciting by night. 

After breakiast I sauntered out with my 
companions to see the world. We amused ' 
ourselves far some) time in examining the 
objects in various shop windows, particularly 
those of the gold.brokers. Outside of each of 
these metal offices was a notice written on 
paper or card-board to the following eiSsct : — 
" Five thousand ounces wanted to-day. Best 
price." Thus the purchaser had to tempt 
the seller, a proceeding quite in keeping with 
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the antipodes, and where the order of nature 
in some things was popularly supposed to be 
reTersed. In the windows of each of these 
gold shops were several bowls filled with the 
precious metal, and in general labelled with 
the name of the Jield from which it was taken, 
thus Bendigo, Mclvor, Ballarat, Forest 
Creek, and The Ovens, all great gold pro- 
ducing districts, were respectively represented 
in the wooden bowls of the gold brokers. 
A revolver, of Colt's or Deane's make, was 
invariably placed, loaded and capped, in a 
prominent position beside the bowls, and 
within easy reach of the broker, who in each 
case proved to be a Jew. 

Entering an auction mart, on one side of 
Collins Street, we had an opportunity of 
witnessing the auctioneer, hammer in hand. 
He was selling silver watches just then, and 
that in lots of half-a-dozen each. The market 
at this time was glutted with jewellery, and 
much was subsequently returned to England 
as unsaleable. "Three-ten — three-ten — 
three-twelve-six — three-twelve-six — who says 
four ? — going." The half-dozen watches were 
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meanwhile making a circuit of the room; 
aacl the harsh tongue of the dark ill-featured 
auctioneer was clapping away like a bell- 
hammer. To mj surprise one of my two 
companions, the surgeon of the steamer, 
made a bid at this crisis. *' Three-fifteen," 
shouted the auctioneer, nodding to him, 
" three-fifteen — three-fifteen. Is there any 
advance apon three-fifteen ? " and after gazing 
into the iaces over the room for a course of 
seconds, with bia hammer and arm' poised in 
the iur, as if he was on the verge of some 
desperate deed, he let fall the instrument 
upon bis desk, and proceeded to submit the 
next lot. 

The lot had been knocked down to the 
doctor. He drew forth his purse to pay, and 
was in the act of counting out the thre&- 
fifteen, for the half-dozen watches as he 
thought, and a capital bargiuD too, when the 
auctioneer's man came up to bim vrith tlie 
watches, and a print headed bill of the same. 
He thrust the three-fifteen into the bands of 
tlie assistant salesman as he was in the act 
of receiving the watches. The man held out 
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his hand for more money ; tbe doctor thoaght 
he wanted to write a receipt upon the bill, so 
he glanced at it. 
«Mr 

*' Sold at Auction tbiB day, by Howling Ba- 
radbas, 28, Collins Street West, Melbourne, 
6 Genevasiher ivatches,Bt £3 \5s. — £22 IQs" 

" Oh," said the unlucky lancet-goider in 
dismay, " I thought the lot was to be three- 
fifteen. Oh, I'll not have them — give me 
back the money." 

The man, however, without complying, 
shouted to the auctioneer — 

" He thought he was to pocket the lot for 
three-fifteen." 

The doctor was wroth. 

"Will you pay the money?" said the low- 
bred, repulsive individual in the box, evi- 
dently a Jew. Melbourne was half made up of 
Jews: "Twenty-two-ten," he continued. 

Meanwhile all eyes, as well as the auc- 
tioneer's, were upon the purchaser. The 
doctor endeavoured to explain that he had 
laboured under a misapprehension as to the 
iact of his buying half a dozen watches at 
d3 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



58 A FANORAHA OF 

three-fifteen each; he thought he was to 
have the lot for that amount. 

"Turn him out," shouted the auctioneer, 
and he gnashed out something more from 
between his teeth, and had a sample of the 
nest lot passed to him. 

"Turn that hme-juicer out — go out, sir," 
shouted the fellow. 

"I refuse to go, blackguard," responded 
the doctor in a rage. " Give me back m; 
money," said he, addressing the man to whom 
he paid the three-fifteen. 

It was declared to be forfeited. Ilie doc- 
tor indignantly remonstrated. 

" Go out — leave the room," broke from a 
dozen mouths ; he was compelled to retreat, 
for the moment before popular indignation at 
the interruption. 

The place was half full of Jew traders, so 
they all sided with the auctioneer. The 
doctor thought of springing upon the auc- 
tioneer, and drag^Dg him out of his box, for 
the insult he had offered ; he was strongly 
disposed to use pugilistic force in the endea- 
vour to recover the money ; bnt at my advice 
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he postponed operations ; he, however, vowed 
vengeance upon the Barabbas, and after the 
Bale was over he would seek redress or satis- 
ftiction in some way. I mentioned that he 
could force the auctioneer to put the lot up 
again, aud only if it sold for less than the 
price mentioned, would his three-fifteen be 
taxed in the matter. 

"Oh," said my companion, "the scamp 
will sell the lot to some accomplice for three* 
fifteen less than he knocked them down to 
me at, and by his so doing, I shall be done." 

This was the first rude lesson I had sub- 
mitted to me in colonial life. To lie and 
cheat, baffle and swindle, was at this time 
and place considered "quite colonial," and 
the perpetrator of these acts of dishonesty 
was almost applaaded, at any rate he was ~ 
looked upon as a sharp, 'cute fellow, and his 
gold was as acceptable as the bishop's. 

After qoitting the precincts of this de- 
spised mart of commerce, we crossed the 
street, and entered a much larger place of 
auction sales. Our eyes were met as we 
entered hj large posting bills, and coloured 
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plans of proposed townships, setting forth in 
the most glowing tenns, the advantt^fes of 
certain land that was then selling in specified 
lots. " A champagne lunch," was printed in 
large type at the foot of the bills, so we 
walked into the presence of the auctioneer 
and the multitude, with visions of a feast 
before us. Sure enough there was a cham- 
pagne luncheon, the coika were flying and 
the bottles were foaming on all sides, as we 
added our presence to the throng. 

The capacious auction room, choked up 
with packages of merchandise, and exhibiting 
a ceiling and skylight shrouded by cobwebs, 
had its walls hung with even more attractive 
coloured plans of townships, and printed bills 
enlarging upon the beauties of the same, 
than had met our gaze at the outer entrance. 
What wealth was there not left in store for the 
fortunate purchasers of these lots, especially 
of the '* comer allotments suitable for public 
houses." There was the townships of Jika 
Jika, the one now under sale ; the site 
appointed for Jika Jika, would have been 
likely found a desolate swamp if any one 
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Bad onl^ tAken the trouble to ride and wade to 
the described position ; so many miles from 

the township of and "adjoining the 

high road to Dandenong." However, it did 
not much matter whether the township under 
sale was reallj as valuable as it was repre- 
sented to be, or the reverse ; for, with very 
few exceptions^ men bought to sell again, 
and so that thej gained money upon the 
transaction, were careless as to what they 
sold, or who they sold. The champagne 
luncheon was expected to, and would, and 
did, no doabt exercise its usual effect in 
raising the bids, and infusing spirit and specu- 
lation among the mass of buyers collected. 
The auctioneer, who had been busily engaged 
in talking to a group of speculators, hammer 
in hand, and engaged alike with the rest 
in the occupation of eating sandwiches, and 
drinking champagne at intervals, now took 
his place in the pulpit. All his oratorical 
powers were at once called into active requi- 
sition ; he had only to describe a glowing 
picture of the future of Jika Jika to ensure 
high bids, and plenty of them, for, as he said. 
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"those Splendid — ^gentlemen, those magnificest 
allotments depicted on the plan before you." 
He only wished that he was one of his 
audience, he would buy them all, aud make 
six hundred per cent, by the transaction. 

"Lot 1, a splendid corner allotment suitable 
for a public house and hotel, and adjoining 
the town hall (that was to be), in the great 
centre of the town." 

Such was the attractive style of submitting 
these unattractive plots of ground to the 
land jobbers. The lot, of course, after much 
rhetorical description, which appealed more 
to the imagination than anything of the kind 
I had before heard, was quickly knocked 
down at a prodigious price. Lot followed 
lot in rapid succession ; all sold, and the 
rivalry and excitement among the buyers 
became warmer and more reckless, as the 
champagne flowed, and the auctioneer con- 
tinued to utter his praises. In the mean- 
time, the very land that had only just been 
sold, was being re-disposed of at a consider- 
able advance, either to parties that had only 
just entered the room, or to others that 
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regretted having let the lots slip them. Thus, 
men were enabled to clear, iq some cases 
hundreds, and even thousands of pounds, 
before leaving the room, where they made 
their original purchase, for it very frequently 
happened that the lots advanced considerably 
in price as the sale proceeded, and by this 
means alone, the early purchasers were 
ffliabled to re-sell at a satisfactory profit. 

Leaving the scene of the land sale, we 
strolled onwards, and entered another of 
the half dozen auction rooms in this street, 
fronting the Union Bank. There we found 
a very stoat, thick-set, thick-voiced Yorkshire- 
man, harangueing his audieiiee loudly from 
his pulpit, hammer in hand. He was enlarg- 
ing upon the merits of some Cheshire cheese 
packed in tins, as we forced ourselves into 
the crowded room, accompanying his praises 
' by an occasional swallowing of pieces of the 
commodity, which he declared to be the best 
" he had ever tasted in his life." 

" And only half-a-crown a pound for this 
cheese, only half-a-crown a pound, I say, for 
this cheese." 
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Here he paused, and glanced round the 
room, and into the faces of his assembled 
hearers, which proceeding, on his part was in- 
terrupted hy some one calling out " penny." 

" Penny," repeated the auctioneer, lifting 
his hammer and his body, and seemingly in- 
fused with new life. " Two-and-eight-," cried 
a voice. "Two-and-eight," a nod ; " two-and- 
nine," another nod ; " two-and-ten." " Eleven," 
ejaculated a Jew, sitting on a keg of butter, 
close to where I stood ; " eleven," echoed the 
Yorkshireman ; " two-and-eleven," only bid 
for this splendid, well-conditioned cheese. 
Really, gentlemen, I must give up the sale, 
if you don't bid faster ;" a nod, and a loud 
shout of "three shillings, three shillingB a 
pound for this cheese, the best in the market, 
with the , option of taking five, or the lot, 
there's twenty of 'em." 

" Penny," shouted the Jew seated on the ' 
butter. 

" Three-and-two," almost simultaneously 
cried some one else. 

Here matters reached a crisis, and the 
auctioneer lifting himself into the air, with 
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the manner of one desperate, and with 
bis right arm elevated, and his hand 
clasping the weapon with which he ap- 
peared to be on the verge of doing some 
fatal act, and while he suddenly became 
silent, and allowed his searching eyes to 
do the work of his tongue, he suddenly 
brought down the hammer with a crack upon 
the rim of his pulpit, and said. " At three- 
and-two it is." Upon this declaration those 
present were relieved from the sudden 
silence and momentoos pause which the 
manner and attitude of the auctioneer bad 
induced, and all was again bustle. 

" Will you take five or the lot ? " asked 
the auctioneer. 

" The lot," was the reply. 

" You've a bargain," remarked the sales* 
man, and the next moment proceeded to eat 
pickles from a quantity handed to him on a 
sheet of the Argua new^per, tmd which 
pickles one of hia assistants had just pulled 
out in bandfiils from a newly opened keg in 
the room. 

" Here gentlemen are the finest pickles I 
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ever tasted — really beaatiful pickles. Taste 
and try, and pass them round." And no say- 
ing, be banded the newspaper and its contents 
to the show-msM, who was at once pounced 
upon bj those disposed for pickle buying. 

" Now what shall I say per pound for the 
pickles ? What shall I say for these well- 
conditioned pickle*? " and so the scene of 
selling by auction was repeated. The room 
was lined and choked up with all sorts of 
merchandise in all sorts of conditions, among, 
and standing, and sitting on the top of which 
the Tariety of rough-looking gentlemen (?) 
assembled mostly of the Jew type, and 
having their legs encased in outside knee and 
thigh boots, were indiscriminately gathered. 
As we were about to take our departure, the 
auctioneer finding the room and his work 
rather hot, cried out to his clerk — " Here, 
take my coat," at the same time stripping 
the latter garment off his back. It caused 
a slight laugh among the crowd, but he ap- 
peared to be considerably relieved by the sub- 
traction that had taken place, and shouted, 
and gesticulated, and otherwise conducted 
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himself with renewed energy, and even more 
boisteroDB Tigour than before. Soon after 
this we met two of our fellow paesengeis, 
whom we bad not seen since the time 
of oor landing. "We were each eager to 
leani the adventures of the other, and how 
and where had been passed the.previons night. 
We found that they bad fared even worse 
than oursekea. After wandering about all 
day they adjourned at sunset to the Metro- 
politan — a restaurant in Bourke Street, 
where they dined at considerable expense ; 
they would gladly have remained here during 
the night, but there was no sleeping accom- 
modation to be had. The proprietor of that 
establishment however furnished them with 
the addresses of two lodging-house keepers, 
who might be able to give them beds ; one 
of these was to be found in Flinders Lane, 
the other in Stephen Street, both of which 
thorough&res communicated, but were of 
great length. An hour after nightfall they 
sallied ont in the direction of Flinders Lane, 
through the mud, the gullies, and the dark- 
ness : it was a fearful task, having to wade 
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and stumble along Rassell Street, to the 
required hons^ neTertheless they accom- 
plished the task, and reached it. In answer 
to their application, they were inibniied by 
the landlord that he could not accommodate 
one more, in Terification of which he pointed 
to a numbco* of beds, closely packed in the 
passage and the front room, moat of which 
were already occupied, and all of which as a 
matter of course were bespoke. The pro- 
prietor could tell them of no place where 
they were likely to find beds ; it was too late 
at night, they were all engaged by this time. 
There was consequently no resource for 
them but to proceed to the house named in 
Stephen Street. Here, however, it was 
evident at first sight that matters were quite 
as bad, for so fiiU of beds was the passage to 
the hall door, that the latter conld not be 
opened wide in consequence of a stretcher. 
They met with a similar answer to that given 
at the first house, and had no more hope- 
encouraging prospect held out to them. 
Again they resumed their weary march 
through the silent streets. After about an 
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hour's walk, the speed heini^ necessarily slow, 
they saw a woman standiag in a doorway, 
situated as they subsequently ascertained in 
Regent Street. To her they at once ap- 
pealed. To their joy they were informed 
that she would get beds ready for thenj, if 
they did not mind sleeping in what had been 
a store-room, situated at the hack of the 
house. Oh no, they did not care — 'they would 
be glad of anything. The beds were there- 
fore prepared, while they waited in the 
passage. On the announcement that the 
beds were ready, they were led across a 
swampy yard to a detached room or rather 
shed, in the centre of which stood the two 
stretchers, and in the comers of which, coals, 
potatoes, and onions were severally collected. 
They found the sheets to be represented by 
strips of new calico, which they put to the 
additional use of towels in the morning ; no 
provision having been made for ablution, 
they converted a cask of water standing in 
the yard into a wash bowl, to the great and 
very reasonable indignation of the landlady, 
fop it was all the water she had for drinking 
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and cooking purposes. On leaving the hoase 
they were charged three shillings each onlj 
for their beds, but one of them haTing for- 
getfully left his umbrella behind him among 
the coals, had to return to the house, upon 
which he was assailed almost to assassination 
for his share in "spoiling the sheets," but made 
his escape again umbrella in band, after con- 
siderable battle, and even more condem- 
nation. They told us of several of ours who 
bad slept the night away on billiard tables, 
and on bare floors, and of one who had been 
" stuck up and robbed " of every sixpence he 
had in his pocket, and the world. These, 
however, were incidents of everyday life at, 
and antecedent to the time of which I write. 
These two were now going on board again, 
in order to bring away their luggage ; the 
doctor joined them with a like object, his 
professional services having only been en- 
gaged till the arrival at this port. He in- 
tended competing fer practice with the 
shoal of medical men already here. I now, 
according to previous intention, proceeded to 
deliver one of my letters of introduction 
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addressed to a gentleman then holding a tiigh 
official appointment, and a member of the 
Legialative Council. To my gratification I re- 
ceived from him a generous invitation, not odIj 
to dine on that particular daj, but to take up 
my residence with him till I made a comfort- 
able provision for myself io that respect. 
Thus my entrance upon colonial life, the first 
night excepted, was rendered comparatively 
smooth and pleasant. I had not come out 
to Australia to remain in that country beyond 
the time necessary for satisfying my curi- 
osity with regard thereto, neither did I 
intend to " dig," an intention from which T 
never swerved in practice beyond what vras 
necessary for a few geological collections, 
although I must confess that I felt a strong 
dispositioa to do so on the occasion of my 
once taking a dog-cart drive to the Bendigo 
and Forest Creek diggings. I remained for 
three days at my friend's house, at the end of 
which time I transferred myself to a boarding 
house, where I was entertained at the uni- 
form charge of three pounds per week, a sum 
which I esteemed exceedingly moderate, 
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especially vrhen the ezcellenne of the hoose 
and situation were taken into coDsidenttion, 
it being of the same size and immedMitely 
opposite the private residence of one of the 
judges of the Supreme Court, within a few 
yards of Collina Street, and pelding a rental 
of six hundred per annum to its owner. The 
doctor, who had been " done " at the sale, 
took up his abode simultaneously with me 
at the same house, and we were put in pos- 
session of a stretcher each in the one room, 
together with four others. Such a thing as 
aman having a bed room to himself was 
never heard of in Melbourne at that time, 
beyond the pale of a few strictly private re- 
sidences. The latter, however, were very 
few, for nearly every family took in boarders, 
so great was the demand for respectable ao 
commodation, and so profitable the retorns 
for such entertainment. I now discovered 
for the first time, the real inconvenience of 
travelling with a large amount of luggage, 
for so small was the space available for 
the stowage of such in the sixth part of the 
room allotted to me, that it only allowed me 
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to retain about a quarter of the quantity with 
which I was encumbered, and for the car- 
riage of which from the bay to the house in 
question, I had been compelled to disburse 
the sum of eight pounds ; the result was that 
the larger packages were leiit to choke up 
several passages and staircases, till such time 
as I might provide storage for or dispose of 
them. The house was kept by a government 
official and his wife, both of whom had 
emigrated from England to Sydney long an- 
tecedent to the gold discoveries, the former 
twenty, the latter fifteen years before. She 
was then a widow, at least reported as such, 
and with an only child, an infant girl at her 
breast. That daughter was now living wiih 
her, a poor delicate thing, thin, small, and with 
a consumptive cough, and sharing the same 
small dormitory with her mother and that 
mother's husband, whose alliance had been 
productive of no ofispring. He was con- 
sidered by all who knew him, to be " quite a 
charactei^" and as I intend to say more of 
him, I have thus introduced him as part and 
parcel of the house. The dinner hour was 

VOL. I. . E 
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six o'clock, and my firat sight of the ^vhole 
group of my fellow boardew took place at 
that hour. Neither the boat nor hostess 
appeared at the table, however ; it was their 
invariabre custom to remain in the kitchen, 
and allow the boarders to get on as best 
they could, while a gaunt hard-boned Scotch 
girl, who was the only servant employed, 
was left to do battle With the disconteiited, 
if any such there were. The dinner was 
decidedly plain, a joint at either end, a beef- 
steak pie in the centre, and vegetables, with 
an after introduction of cheese, constituting 
the whole meal. The drink used at table 
was colonial beer, with one or two excep- 
tions, where brandy and water was resorted to. 
The potatoes were served up in their skins, and 
no sooner were they placed within reach than 
everyone helped himself by extracting a 
couple of them from the dish, and placing 
them under his own special protection. 
The boarders consisted chiefly of government 
clerks and professional men. There were 
two attorneys among their number, one who 
having lost his palate, spoke with that thick- 
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ness and indistinctness of utterance so sug- 
gestive of a man with a hot potatoe in his 
mouth ; the other a laotborn-jawed parch- 
ment-faced mute, who had no idea of the 
world beyond the office,andbothof whom were 
simply acting as clerks for another attorney 
in Chancery Lane, who was in practice, and 
making, according to gossip, thirty thousand 
a-year, so great was his monopoly of success. 
Then there were three government clerks, 
who complained of the extreme scantiness of 
their pay, because they had only tbreehundred 
a-year. Then there was a Yankee merchant, 
newly arrived from San Francisco, who 
sat opposite to the pie, and who on 
being interropted while engaged in swallow- 
ing the first mouthtui of, his dinner by 
applicant saying, — "May I trouble you, 
Mister, for a little of yours?" responded in 
the words, — "No trouble at all. Mister — 
help yourself;" at the same time pushing the 
pie-dish across the table to him, followed by 
the knife and fork for carving. He meant 
no incivility, but evidently thought it a pre- 
posterous thing for a man to stop in the 
. e2 
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midst of his meal to cut pie for aoother who 
was positively doing nothing else than wait- 
ing for it. The applicant consequently had 
to help himself as suggested. Then there 
was a potatoe-faced rough-looking Irishman, 
who was an architect, having an office in 
Collins Street, and who had been gold dig- 
ging but recently, and who, for all the oma- 
meut he was to Melbourne society, had 
much better have remained at the dig- 
gings. The rest consisted of Jews and 
Gentiles, engaged in the common daily occu- 
pation of mercantile scheming — buying, and 
selling, chiefly at the numerous auction marts 
of the city. The evening passed oflF very 
quietly, and with one or two exceptions all 
were at home and on their stretchers by 
eleven o'clock. 

Melbourne by night was very unlike San 
Francisco by night. ■ Melbourne was dark, 
dreary^ and unattractive to the eye; San 
Francisco was all bustle and illumination, 
with glittering bars filled vrith julep drinkers, 
and hotels resounding with the loudest efibrts 
of bands of music, and alive with an eager^ 
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reckleaa throng of specnlative life. The 
difference between the two places was easily 
accounted for; the one community was 
Yankee, the other English ; the one was all 
spirit and fire, the other steady and hard 
working. At Melbourne there was no public 
gambling, and save among men of the higher 
order at after dinner play, but little money 
changed hands at the card table. 

On retiring to my appointed stretcher on 
this my first. night at the house, I found the 
Yankee gentleman whom I have associated 
with the bee&teak pie engaged in ransacking 
his canvas-covered trunk — unmistakeably 
American. A Colt's revolver occupied a 
prominent position among its other contents. 
I entered into conversation with him, on the 
subject of California and himself. 

" I travelled," said he, " with a circus 
company from the States to San Francisco ; 
made twelve hundred dollara; lost it at 
monte; went to the mines, and had pretty 
good lack. I guess I made two thousand 
dollars, or thereabouts, in less than eight 
months. Took a store at the mines, and did 
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a pretty good stroke of bnsiness. Came to 
San Francisco — set up a store there — lost it 
-all — burnt out fiat ; guess I should have been 
better off if Fd stopped where I was ; got a 
few dollars together again, and bought goods ; 
did better ; came over here with a lot I 
bought cheap-^i glut in the market — and 
calculate theyll make money — sold some, 
but I've a lot more on hand." 

A little more conversation ensued, during 
which he made me acquainted vith the cir- 
cumstance of his having shot a man on one 
occasion at Sau Francisco, for an attempt to 
cheat him at cards — the game of " poker," 
and from which act no inconvenience what- 
ever resulted, in feet no notice was taken of 
the proceeding beyond burying the dead 
man. He volunteered the remark that he 
would do the same thing with regard to any 
one else who attempted to cheat him at 
play. 

Here was the type of the old Califomian ; 
nothing less than the revolver would serve 
4iis purpose when he had anjrtbing to avenge. 
He further informed me that the revolver in 
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hie trank was loaded, and that he always 
kept it so. 

The doctor, who oTorheard much of the 

coQTersatioD, felt himself ia a new social 

element, and became nerrouB with regard to 

. the loaded revolver, and the prospect of its 

going off. 

"There's no danger, I hope," he observed 
enquiringly, as he lay on his stretcher, " it's 
Dot capped, I mean." 

The owner of the weapon assured him that 
he was as safe as booses. 

Whether he felt satisfied by this piece oi 
information, or whether the possible chance 
of the revolver being brought into requisition 
if he prosecuted any further his enquiries on 
that pcdnt, I know not, but he remained 
silent, and apparently went to sleep. 

On the following morning I met at the 
breakfast table a large-boned, fierce-eyed 
man, who had just arrived from Geelong, but 
who appeared to be well known to some of 
those in the house. It soon transpired from 
his conversation that he was a man who had 
earned aome notoriety in the town a short 
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time previouBly by brining about the capture' 
of one DaltoD, a aotoriouB bushranger, whose- 
depredatioDS had created great indigDation 
throughout the colony, and induced the 
Government to offer a reward of £200 for his 
apprehension. 

He gave us a narrative of the afiair, and 
of the prisoner's career, from which I gathered 
the following particulars. 

He was transported at an early age, 
and after being confined in the so-called, and 
much-dreaded, ocean hell, Norfolk Island, he 
was removed to Van Dieman's Land. Here 
he was confined on board a hulk anchored in 
the middle of a bay. From this, however, 
Dalton, a stout powerful man, then about 
thirty years of age, resolved, together with 
six other prisoners, to attempt an escape. 
Their legs it is true were weighed down with 
fetters, but they were tired of the wretched 
existence, and as desperate men they would 
risk life for liberty. Having therefore on 
one occasion eluded the vigilance of their 
guards, they lowered themselves into the 
water and endeavoured to swim to the oppo* 
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site shore. One after one, however, their 
strength failed them, and they sank to a 
watery grave. Two only of the six gained 
the desired land. There they quickly iieed 
themselves from their irons, after which tUey 
procured arms, and being well aware that on 
the discovery of their escape they would be 
hotly pursued, they at once set out on a 
marauding expedition, visiting and pillaging 
the oeighbouring stations in succession, with 
the ultimate intention of making their way 
by some sailing craft across Bass's Straits to 
Victoria. They were both very formidable 
fellows — active, Herculean, and resolute — 
reckless of human life, and nerved with the 
desperation of despair. The manner of pro- 
ceeding at one of the stations was thus. 
One of them advanced to the hut of the 
homestead, which was then occupied by no 
less than fourteen men. One of the latter 
happened to be standing in the doorway at 
the time. 

" Have you heard that the bushrangers are 
out ? " asked the ruffian. 

" Yes, I have," was the answer. 

E 3 
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" Then, I*m one of them. Go into tbe 
hut," said he. 

At this moment he was joined by bis com- 
panion, vfho coolly and deliberately stood 
over those inside, with his gun pointed, while 
his fellow depredator placed himself in a 
similar attitude in the doorway, and both 
Bwearing that they wonld fire upon the first 
man who stirred hand or foot. 

"Are there any prisoners among you?" 
asked the chief of the two. 

" I am one," uttered a solitary indiTidual. 

" Then tie this man's arms together," and 
this he repeated till the thirteen had one 
by one been thus pinioned. The desperado 
now began to walk up and down the hut, 
haranguing his prisoners. 

" Some of you," said he, " may he good 
and honest men, and some scoundrelB. For 
my part, I wouid'nt hurt a hair of your 
heads, if I could help it. But I've been 
forced to take to this kind of life. It isn't 
my &ult. I was lagged* when only twelve 
years old, and since then I tried over and 

• Transported, 
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OTer again to gat my freedom by good con- 
duct ; but thej wouldn't give it me, m it 
was useless to tiy a&y more by &iT means. 
And I've now bw«ti to gain my freedom, or 
else lose my life in the attempt. I don't 
want to hurt any one. All I want is money, 
and money I will haTS, come what may. 
I'll soon show whether I'm game or not. 
I'll go straight into Uie master's house, and 
bring out, single-handed, the man I want, 
no matter who's there. But, beware, my 
men ; if any one of you moves an inch, I'll 
blow the roof off bis bead, and scatter his 
iHwns about the yard." 

Hereupon he left the hut, and went into 
the settler's, otherwise the master's house, 
which stood at the distance of a few yards 
only. The household, as yet, knew nothing 
of what was going forward in the hut. The 
robber entered, and went straight up to the 
sitting-room, where several ladies and gentle- 
men were collected. . Opening the door, he 
deliberately advanced with his gun pointed 
at those within. But a lady who happened 
to be at tiiat end of the room, and near 
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the entrance on seeing the levelled gnn, 
slammed the door in- the intruder's fiice. This 
afforded a timely diversion, and was the signal 
for a general scattering of those present; 
nevertheless, the bnshrangers effected their 
desired plunder, and made off with their 
booty. After this, the two boldly carried on 
their depredations, roaming about from station 
to station, " sticking op '' the " hands," and 
robbing their masters ; in the meanwhile, a 
large party of police were following on their 
track. One day they came to a hnt full of 
men, and opening the door, tried the old 
plan of intimidation, by standing with loaded 
double-barrelled piece, at the entrance, 
threatening at the same time to "drop" 
the first man of their number that stirred. 
It so happened, however, that several of 
the pursuing constables were within the hut. 
One of these, heedless of the warning, 
rushed towards the robber. The latter fired 
at the instant, and the constable fell dead 
at his feet. The fellow still stood un- 
moved in the doorway, with his gun 
levelled, and calmly eyeing the rest of hia 
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prisoners, said, " How d'ye like that — eh ? 
Now then Tm ready for another." This 
coolness saved both himself and hia com- 
panioD, and again they escaped in triumph. 
The outrage, however, more particularly 
owing to its having heen perpetrated on one 
of the police, roused the Government still 
more to effect their capture. With this end 
in view, a large reward was ofi^red, and they 
were hunted over the island more hotly than 
before. Thus driven to desperation, the 
robbers seized upon a whalehoat, and by 
threats pressed four boatmen into their ser- 
vice, whom they actually compelled to work 
the boat across Bass's Straits to the opposite 
shore — Victoria. There they safely landed 
on the solitary coast of Western Port, after 
which they made their way up to Melbonme. 
News of the escape of these formidable free- 
booters had been transmitted to the Vic- 
torian authorities immediately on its becom- 
ing known that they had lei); the shores of 
Van Dieman's Land in a boat, for they had 
been traced thus far, and it was rightly sup- 
posed that they would make at once for the 
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opposite side of the strait. As a consequence 
the police of Victoria, stimulated by the 
hope of a large reward, were keenly on the 
look-out for the two, guided by a published 
description of the robbers. The boatmen 
who had conveyed them from shore to shore, 
were seen and arrested at the village of 
Dandenong, between Western Port and the 
capital ; but no ftirtber trace of the bush- 
rangers could be obtained. 

"The sequel to tbiB," said the man from 
Geelong, " I'll tell you. I was sitting in the 
restaurant in Bourke Street — the Metro- 
politan — on a Friday night, between eleven 
and twelve, when a man came in accompa- 
nied by another, a boatman, who it turned 
out had agreed to put him on board the 
Northumberland, at daylight the next morn- 
ing. They were to start from Sandridge, 
and he was to get four pounds as his fare. 
After drinking some brandy, and ordering a 
supper, one of them asked the landlord if he 
could give bim gold for some Van Dieman's 
Land notes, as he was about to embark for 
England. He could not do it, but I suspecting 
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that all was not right, and knowing that these 
Van Dieman's men were loose, and of the re- 
ward out for their capture, said that I could do 
it for him if he would only come as fiir a«my 
efiRce, as I was a gold broker. To this the 
fellow consented at once, and gave me there 
and then three twentys and one ten pound 
note of the Launceston Bank. We then 
left together, I leading and the two walking 
close beside me, the night was so dark. I 
went up Bourke Street and through Bussell 
Street, when we turned into Little Collins 
Street, and then by the back entrance into 
the yard of the police court. Here it was so 
dark that the outline of the building could 
not be distinguished. I then showed them 
the door of the office, but which instead of 
being mine, as they thought, was no other 
than the clerk's of the Swanston Street 
watchhouse. The man at the door was in 
plain clothes, and inside there were several 
detectives and two watchhouse keepers at 
the books, all of course in private costume. 
Once in, I said, ' I have brought these men 
to the station on suspicion of their having 
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come by these nntes wrongfally.' One of 
them must have known by this time where 
he was, but he made no observation beyond 
affirming that the notes were his, and some 
indignant observation relative to his being 
brought there on so paltty an accusation. 
Meanwhile he was smoking a cigar, and 
conducting himself with perfect sang Jroid ; 
at the same time the detectives were 
making nse of their eyes, and seeing if the 
descriptions they possessed of the two bush- 
rangers corresponded vrith either of the 
figures before them. 

"The officer at the charge-sheet iinding that 
I had no cbarge to prefer, returned the notes 
to the man who gave them to me, and he 
was about to leave the station, when three 
detectives pounced upon and pinioned him 
in a comer. The prisoner endeavoured to 
draw a pistol irom his belt, but was pre- 
vented and overpowered. Finding himself 
overcome, he said, ' You have got the two 
hundred pounds reward— my name is Dal- 
ton.' He then said that If he had only seen 
the bars at the station-house window as he 
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was entering, be'd have sent a bail throngh 
me. It was a lucky thing for me that the 
night was so dark. He also said that he bad 
been in the police court that morning, and 
had recollected going up a flight of steps, 
which he did not see that night owing to his 
, being led in by the back way, and bad be 
but seen those steps, his guide would have 
been a d^ man. He was then handcuffed 
and searched, and two large horse-pistols 
heavily loaded and capped, besides a small 
one, were taken from his belt ; aiiter this be 
was locked up till the following morning, 
when be was brought up for examination, 
charged with the murder of the constable in 
Van Dieman's Land. The articles found 
upon his person were then produced. 
Besides the pistols there were two gold 
watches and guards, one a lady's, with a gold 
locket attached to the guard, a silver watch 
and guard, two large gold chains, three gold 
rings, a nugget of gold, ninety sovereigns, 
and some silver, besides the notes, together 
with several other articles of ladies' jewellery. 
In the evidence a man came forward and 
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swore to haTing been robbed by tvo men on 
horseback, while he was riding towards 
Avoca, one of which was Dalton. 'These 
men,' said he, * rode up^ and each presented 
a double-barrelled gun on either side of my 
head. The prisoner then exclaimed, " Who 
are yout and what are you about? We are 
the two boshrangers that you've heard of 
being out. We've shot two constables 
this morning, and you must out with what 
you've got, or we will as soon make you the 
third as any one else ! " He then gave 
Dalton his purse, containing nearly forty 
pounds, and said what a hard case it was to 
be left without money. The bushranger said, 
*' No, we will not leave yon without any," 
and gave him two half-crowns and a shilling. 
They then made him take the saddle and 
bridle off his horse, and lead it into a paddock. 
The robbers then mentioned where they 
were next going to. ' We don't wish to 
shoot the horse,' said they, ' but don't want 
to be followed.' After which they galloped 
off.' 
" Daltonappearedbeforethebench perfectly 
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reckless, and expressed a wish to be hanged 
on the next morning. His accomplice, Kelly, 
was arrested the next day, and both were 
sent back to Van Dieman's Land, where they 
were tried and execated." 

Thus I have embodied the incidents of 
the narrative given by my companion at 
the breakfast table, to those present. 
Although I felt no increased respect for the 
man in coiiBeqnence of his having deceived 
and acted the part of a common informer 
I clearly realised the despicable evils of 
bushran^ng, and the good wMch had likely 
accrued to society from the capture of these 
men. Still it afforded a striking and lament- 
able illustration of the imperfect machinery 
of our civilisation, tracing it up from want to 
crime is the old world, to banishment and 
torture in the new world, from which escaping, 
the hounds of the law, following hotly in 
pursuit, left no other refuge open but in a 
renewal of crime, but to be as quickly over 
taken by the gallovre. What a career for 
civilisation (?) to present 



■b,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



A. FANOHAHA OF 



CHAPTER III. 

On the da; followingthat on which the doctor 
took up his residence at the boarding-house, 
he had a brass plate, bearing his name and the 
word surgeon, which had served faim once in 
England, fastened on the front gate of the 
house, and so commenced practice. His first 
fee was paid by the landlady, on the same 
day for a prescription for her daughter's 
cough. I have not yet made the reader ac- 
quainted with the circumstance of the doc- 
tor's having declared bis love and engaged 
himself to one of two sisters, who had made 
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the voyage with us. But such was the case, 
and the doctor was now in daily and anxious 
expectation of a letter from Hobarton, 
whither these young ladies had proceeded on 
the day after their arrival in Hohson's Bay, 
for there it was that their home lay and their 
father resided. 

The plighted fair one had borae a letter to 
her parent — the sole surviving one — from 
the doctor, in which he declared his passion 
and wish, and onlyawaited the Other's consent 
before he claimed her as his bride. The 
letter came ; I heard all about. It twelve 
months afterwards, but I will give the reader 
the benefit of the knowledge at once. It was 
simply a flat refusal from the indignant 
father, who protested against ship-courtships, 
and had moreover friends of his own to 
betroth his daughters to; and an accompany- 
ing letter from the girl herself to the doctor, 
renouncing her engagement to him. This 
was final. The doctor, who had no money 
beyond some small sums borrowed from oue 
Or two of the passengers, was fearfully disap- 
|)ointed both with regard to the expected 
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dowry and the wife. Little daunted, howr 
ever, he bestirred himself in the seaxch aft« 
another. I will report his progresB in that 
respect hereafter. 

X remained only a fortnight at the boards 
ing-house alluded to, but each day I observed 
that the proprietor — a draughtsman in the 
Survey Office — came home in a very sottish 
condition, and went to bed in a state con- 
siderably worse. He was a man of high 
education, connections, and accomplishments, 
and had evidently been well-bred, and in his 
early life mingled in good society ; he had 
made " the grand tour," and participated in 
the gaieties of feshionable life in both his own 
country and elsewhere. But his present vice 
was drunkenness, and his great affliction his 
wife. She was continually heaping volleys 
of abuse upon him, and he as often endea- 
voured to drown its effects in liquor. It is 
a great mistake for a wife with good inten- 
tions to endeavour to force a man out of a 
bad habit; it is never wholly successful, and 
the woman who attempts it is more an 
Amazon in her nature than she ought to be 
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— she usurps an office that she has no right 
to. Win him woman, win him, but never 
tr; to degrade him, as many weak-minded, 
loud-toDgued wretches do, in the endeavour 
to efiect the reformation of an evil of which 
they are often themselves the cause. It 
would have been a charity to have divorced 
this man and woman, who were evidently the 
cause of bo much misery to each other ; but 
divorce at Melbourne could not have been 
procured, and the man was so weak, and the 
woman so strong in her power over him, that 
a mutual separation would never have been 
agreed to. No, she would have the working 
find Mitire management of him and his salary. 
Every month on the day of its receipt she 
made him pay the whole amount over to 
her, or if there was a shilling short she would 
load him with execration. She would then 
give him sixpence a-day — sixpence a-day was 
his allowance ; and that for a man who was 
receiving an annual income of five hundred 
pounds. Spiritless fellow ; why did he sub- 
mit to such petticoat tyranny ? But he was 
a degraded being — she had degraded him, am} 
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by her perpetual and mortifying abuse had 
caused Mm to surrender his self-respect. He 
£Ould not go out ill the eTening, or remain 
out half-an-hour longer than was necessary 
for his walking from the office to the house, 
but she went in pursuit of him, and brought 
him home in savage triumph, lest he should 
incur debts, and so deprive her and her 
daughter of money. She would only allow 
him a new suit of clothes when the old ones 
had become ragged and threadbare, and then 
she would accompany him to the slop shop in 
order that he might select only cheap things. 
His meals he had to take in the shed of a 
kitchen with a mud iloor, and ironting a yard 
alive with putreiaction, and a cesspool that 
was still worse ; and those meals consisted 
solely of what he could lay bands on about 
the shelves, or the remnants of the dishes 
that came from the boarders' table. His 
shirts were left buttonless, and oflen un- 
washed ; his boots were left uncleaned. On 
rising in the morning he had to run about 
the house in search of soap and water and a 
towel ; no one provision seemed to be made 
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for his comfort, and be almost invariably left 
home in the morning, either without break- 
&st altogether or with only a cup of tea, the 
wife and daughter not rising before nine 
o'clock, by which time he was required to be 
at his office. The daughter was as much a 
risen in her temper as her mother, and even 
she added her instalment to the continual 
stings of the latter. Such a picture of 
domestic misery I had never before witnessed, 
and trust I never shall again. Yet sickly 
and young and ill-tempered as was this chit of 
a ^rl, she was married soon after this, and 
to a fat individual, aged fifty, who filled the 
office of clerk to an auctioneer. A strange 
fatality, however, befell these ill-matched 
people, for soon after this the sot was dis- 
missed the service, and the boarding-house 
was given up ; a little later he fell down dead 
in Collins Street, and the daughter within 
twelve montlu afterwards died in child-bed ; 
so that this wretched, ill-tempered woman, 
who had persecuted her husband to the 
very hour of his death, was left alone 
in the wotld, to hiss to the winds if she 

VOL, I. F 
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chose, and without a. living victim to ex- 
ecrate. 

From the boarding-hoase I went to live at 
one of the hotels of the town, where I had 
aecuied, I am happy to relate, a bed-room to 
myself, for which I paid five pounds per week, 
with stabling and keep of a horse that I had 
just purchased, for three pounds a week more. 
Here I met with a more settled community 
than at the former place, consisting of mer- 
chants and professional men of repute and 
wealth, and government officials ; the society 
however was as shw as at the house where I 
had left the doctor. There was a solicitor 
among their number, who was remarkable for 
the largeness of his head and income the 
latter of which he attributed to the former, 
and which, according to his own boast, would 
enable him to retire on eighty thousand 
pounds in two years, and whose only regret 
was that he was unable to find a wife to share 
it with him. Poor fellow ! He died of apo- 
plexy ten months afterwards. 

Soon after this I had the offer of an 
appointment under the Crown at Melbourne, 
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wbich, proDiiaing to be at once easy and 
luerative, I accepted. 

Inthe Julyof thisyear ('53) adaringhighway 
robbery took all Victoria by surprise. It was 
an attack on the private gold escort, (while 
conveying treasure from the Mclvor diggings 
to Melbourne,) which consisted of only four 
troopers and an officer in charge, a number 
quite inadequate for the safe convoy of thou- 
sands of ounces of gold through wild forests, 
and in a country infested with felon bush- 
rangers of the most desperate character. But 
such was the system of false economy adopted 
by this private company, which was originated 
and carried on distinct from the Government 
escort. The original guard had been much 
larger, but a long immunity from attack had 
induced such a sense of complete security 
that the shareholders thought they might as 
well reduce their stalT, and here now was the 
result, which was at once &tal to the exist- 
ence of the undertaking. Moreover, so con- 
fident bad the troopers become of their safety 
on the road, that they were known to some- 
times ride by the side of the gold cart 
f2 
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with their horse-pistols unloaded, never cal- 
culating upon the posBibility of a suiprise. 
Among the namerous miscreants prowling 
about the Maclvor diggings about this time, 
were some who had observed the weakness 
of the guard, and the great probability of an 
attack being succraeful. Incited, therefore, 
by the prospect of large booty, they formed a 
conspiracy for waylaying and plundering the 
racort, while bearing the treasure to Mel- 
bourne. The spot selected for the attack, 
was in a forest about ten miles from Maclvor. 
Here tbe robbers, six in number, proceeded 
one morning, when the troop was expected 
to pass ; and having erected a mia-mia or 
screen of branches, by the road-side, they 
awaited its arrival. The serjeant in advance, 
caught sight of this as he rode abreast of it, 
cried " halt," and motioned with his hand to 
the right aide of the road. The troopers 
followed this motion, but, at the same moment 
received a volley of shots from the place of 
ambush. The seirjeant iired, and galloped off 
towards Melbourne, and one of the troopers 
did the same thing ; the former, as well as 
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hii horse, a little wounded, the other entirely 
aninjured. The remtuQing three, however, 
were shot down, inclading the driver of the 
gold cart, the horsra of which were killed at 
the instant, aim baviDg been particularly 
directed at them. The robhers at once 
rushed out irom their place of concealment, 
and having returned the fire of one of the 
wounded troopers, which had the effect of 
shattering his nose and jaw, duly commenced 
the work of unloading the cart of the boxes 
of gold it contained, and which were carried 
one by one, about two hundred yards into 
the bush. Here it was taken oat of the 
boxes. After doing this, they wdked about 
seven miles through the country, and camped 
in the bush. 

They resumed their tramp on the. follow* 
ing morning, having first divided the loot, 
whidi amounted to two thousand ounces of 
the preeioua metal. They passed the second 
night by a river's side, and, on the next day, 
continued their journey in the same direction, 
always keeping in the bush, and avoiding the 
high road. On the third night, they camped 
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in the bash near Kilniore, and on the ensuing 
morning, which waa Sunday, they al! left 
together for Melbourne, but separated on 
reaching the Rocky Water Holes, arranging 
however to meet together at the house of 
one of their number, situated in CoUingwood, 
a convenient suburb of the town. The latter 
portion of this information was given by one 
of the robbers more despicable than his 
fellows, who, having been arrested together 
with several others— innocent parties as it 
happened — turned Queen's evidence, allured 
no doubt by the reward of £500, which had 
been offered, in addition to a free pardon. 
When the approver was , introduced into 
court, dark and bitter scowls of hate and 
vengeance ' were darted at him by some of 
the prisoners, whose capture he had caused ; 
but the traitor appeared comparatively un- 
moved, and gave his evidence in a catm and 
firm, though low tone of voice. After having 
thus identified, and aided in the discovery 
and arrest of several of his accomplices, he 
repented of his treachery, and made his 
escape. He was quickly re-taken, however. 
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and for a short time confined in tbe same 
cell witb four of his former accomplices, 
a^Dst whom he had offered evidence. 

During thatjoint confinement, the betrayed 
no doabt heaped upon the base wretch the 
bitterest scorn and execration that their 
fiendish eloquence would allow, and the un- 
happy traitor was so much overcome by the 
force of his own shame and guilt, that he 
took advantage of a momentary absence from 
his guards, who had suffered him to retire, 
and cut his throat with a razor. The keepers 
hearing a noise, turned to where he was, and 
found him in his death struggles, and drenched 
in his own blood. Here was a diversion. 
There vras now no available evidence against 
the captured highwaymen. Shortly after- 
wu'ds, however, the brother of the suicide, 
who also had been one of the six, came for- 
ward, and volunteered to turn approver. 

The result vraa, that five out of the 
original namber were captured and tried, 
three of which were consigned to the gallows, 
and ushered into eternity one Sunday morn- 
ing at eight o'clock, from the gloomy front 
of Melbourne jail. 



.bvGoQgle 



A FAKOftAHA OF 



CHAPTER IV. 

In the November of the year, I, in com- 
pany with a friend, equipped & dog-cart 
and tandem, for a drive to the diggings. It 
was mid-day when we started, and leaving 
Elizabeth Street behind, headed towards 
the village of Flemington, along the main 
road to all the gold fields. The land on 
either aide was aninviting, and was covered 
by here and there a group of tents; the 
aspect of the former appeared to be under- 
going some change, which, however much it 
might enhance its value or effect hereafter, 
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could certainly not be said to Lave added 
to its picturesqueness at the present time. 
In some places it was evidently being 
cleared for building purposes; in other, 
and rocky places, it was being dug into 
quarries, while everywhere the road was 
as unfinished as the landscape looked cut 
up. However, the work of road-making was 
proceeding briskly, for we passed several 
gangs of men levelling i,t by spade-cutting, 
and stone shovelling. Here and there too, 
were collected piles of stones, sitting in front 
of which, men who had likely been, before 
they came to Australia, accustomed to a very 
different kind of occupation, were each armed 
with a hammer, engaged in breaking them. 
Men of all professions, and gentlemen of no 
profession whatever, were frequently to be 
found exercising themselves on the roads in 
return for ten ' shillings a-day, with a free 
tent, wood, and water. Such employment 
was the common resource of thousands who 
were, for the time, destitute of means, and 
could procure no other occupation. Bullock 
drivers were often barristers, and barristers 
F 3 
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bullock driTers ; the same ■mil apply to many 
an ex-habitant of St. James's, to whom the 
club-house and the park had once been as 
familiar as were now the road-making pick 
and shovel. But still, ten shillings a-day 
was a sum worth earning, and really the 
work was not hard, for, in the first place, the 
majority were so nnaccustomed to manual 
labour, that they could not work hard ; and, 
in the next place, they were in a gold 
country, and they would'nt. 

Now and again we passed the skeleton or 
carcase of a bullock lying at the roadside, 
and which had sunk under the heavy dray 
labour of the goods traffic with the mines ; 
and these, with other signs, acted as a fair 
index to the state of the colony at the time, 
and the premature mortality brought about 
even more among men than the brutes that 
were goaded to their toil by the sudden influx 
of population, and the struggle for gold. 
The energies of the frame were overtaxed, 
and what with that, and wet, and windy 
tents, and unwholesome food, thousands were 
hurried into premature graves, and now rank 
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among the unrecorded dead on th^ diggings 
.and elsewhere. Bullock and horse teams 
were passed by the dozen, each heavily laden 
with the necessaries of life, and the require- 
ments of the population at the mines. 
E>)uestrian8 and pedestrians, singly or in 
droves, lent animation to the entire road; 
the former were chiefly diggera, who were 
returning to the mines, most likely after what 
they called a spree ; those on foot were either 
" new chums," who were unable, or ex- 
perienced hands who were unwilling, to 
aiford the expense of a horse ; each of these 
carried more or less of a kit, slung across the 
shoulder. The main street of Flemington, 
through which all the traffic passed, was 
alive with throngs of the going and re- 
turning. 

On arriving at a wooden bridge, built 
across the Salt Water river, we were charged 
a toll of two shillings ; this construction 
yielded, by this means, to its owner, more 
than a thousand pounds per week. We 
now came upon an extensive plain, at first 
bearing crops, but, after a few miles, bare of 
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CTerything but stunted grass. Here, fitr 
avay to the west and north, thirty miles at 
least, the view was horizoned by a chsan of 
rolhng hills, so lending something of the pic- 
turesque to a flat extent of country, whose 
stunted trees had been cat down and hacked 
to pieces for firewood by the straggling 
occupants of various tents and shanties, and 
ibr traTollers, and whose ragged stumps were 
alone left to add ugliness to monotony. 
MoreoTer, the plain was more or less cut up 
with the marks of heavy buUock drays, 
several of which were now to be seen drag- 
ging their slow length across the prospect ; 
this divergence from the main road having 
been adopted in order to escape the mud and 
gullies with which it abounded. Pedestrians 
and horses, however, continued to follow 
each other over the beaten track. 

Towards sunset we reached the vicinity 
of the Green Hills, a pastoral station, and 
twenty-five miles from Melbourne. The 
scenery at this point suddenly changed, and 
a beautiful prospect greeted the eye. A 
picturesque confosion of hill and dale. 
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backed by monntain lands and giant forest, 
were the most prominent traits of the land- 
scape, while near us, and between, stretched 
a fertile patch of grass land, intersected by 
a rivulet. After this we continued on through 
the forest highway a few miles further, till 
we reached the Bash Inn, a honse of call 
for everybody, and being on the borders of 
the bush, notoriously irequented by bush- 
rangers. Here we put up for the night. 

On the following morning we resumed our 
journey, the road leading through the Black 
Forest, whpre the roads were even worse than 
before, and the danger of being ** bailed up," 
considerable. The reader will understand that 
Ixaling up is synonymous with sticking up. 
The usual plan of proceeding with bush- 
rangers, who generally travel in couples, is 
to ride up, one on each side of the intended 
victim, and each, simultaneously, to present 
his pistol at the head of such object of their 
attentions, with a request for him to halt 
and deliver, which if he be wise, he promptly 
complies with. He is then searched, and 
everything serviceable about him is appro- 
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priated. If, however, he makes a request 
for sufficient money to carry him to his des- 
tination, these fellows in general comply ; but 
if he makes mnch display of his indignation, 
be runs a great risk of being tied to a tree, 
and left there till some passer-by relieves 
him, the bushrangers invariably galloping off 
into the forest on completing their work. 
There is no danger of life or limb, or insult 
from these desperadoes if the individuals 
pounced upon make a ready compliance with 
their demands for money ; and money tra- 
Tellers on the roads to the gold mines 
usually have. The Black Forest, alike with 
the other forests of Australia, was as light 
and airy as an EDglish park, aftbrding but 
little shelter from the vivid sunlight which 
blazed above us. From the northern edge of 
this sylvan region, just emerging into open 
space, we caught sight of Mount Alexander, 
the great centre of the gold fields. There 
was nothing bold, picturesque, or in any way 
striking about its appearance, which as here 
seen, looked bald, flat, and monotonous. 
Still it was Mount Alexander, and we had 
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hea rdenOQgh about it to feel an interest io 
this first view of its valuable extent. We 
now passed through the wretched streets of 
Kyneton, with its lepulsiTe wooden houses, 
and the collection of hovels at Sawpit 
Gulley, a township in embyro, and five miles 
firom the gold workings ; all this country, 
however, bore evidence of being highly 
auriferous. As we advanced a creek-bed 
ran parallel with the road, and this, in the 
number of deep but deserted holes it pre- 
sented, was the first sign of the actual 
diggings. Very soon the panorama of the 
. gold fields, with all its crowded bustle and 
activity, was disclosed to our view. We were 
now passing by tents, and rough wooden 
shanties; everything bore evidence of an 
unsettled, uncertain, new-born state of things, 
although, of course, matters were much 
better, and conducted here and there on a 
more permanent scale than they were even 
twelve months anterior. The whole scene 
however looked disordered and onpicturesque; 
man had everywhere around destroyed the 
beautiful in supplying his own wants. 
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Ragged stumps of tree^ that had been cat 
down for firewood -were alone left, where the 
green waving foliage bad once eparkled in 
the splendours of the riant morning, ere the 
wild man bad been driven away before the 
ruthless tide of invasion; heaps of sand, 
broken ground, and gulleys of mud, were 
now to be seen instead of the verdure that 
once crowned the hills, and with its carpet of 
emerald, brightened and lent lazuriance to 
the plain. EverTtbing before me contrasted 
harshly with what it had been when, in a state 
'of nature, the landscape was gaj with the 
lovely handiwork of Flora — when the wild 
man danced in his native glee, and every 
living thing disported in the gladness of its 
exiBtence. Here all was toil, and life a per- 
petual struggle, and the wild man sickening 
before the aggressive blast of a so-called civili- 
sation was &st withering away, and few indeed 
were the numbers of his once valiant race. 

Hundreds of flags suspended from poles 
above the roojfe of as many houses, flat- 
tered in the breeze. These served to guide 
the diggers to the various stores, doc- 
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tors, and otber places where some public 
want was ready to be supplied, at prices 
which were at ouce enormous and profitable 
to the sellers. We threaded our way for 
some miles through the straggling suburbs of 
Castlemaine. These diggings extended about 
eight miles in a direct line, and ramified in 
their breadth many adjacent valleys and 
creek beds. Several other gold fields, how- 
ever, extended in various directions about 
Mount Alexander, of which Friar's Creek 
was the principal. The Mount, distant about 
seven miles from the Government camp, had 
a freshness of appearance, which contrasted 
pleasingly with the huge graveyard-looking 
prospect adjacent, as there it stood com- 
paratively undenuded of its forest, and green 
with verdure. Thousands of diggers were 
hard at work digging and washing. 

We were entertained at the Commissioners* 
camp that night, and on tbe following morn- 
ing set out for Bendigo, another great gold 
field, distant thirty miles from the Mount 
Alexander diggings. Leaving behind the 
rolling granite country around the latter di»- 
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trict, we arrived at the base of a barrier of 
ateep rocky ranges, which here rose directly 
across the road, and distinctly marked the 
commencement of the gold country. The 
hills were not lofty, but they rose with fine 
sweeping outlines from the plain iuto hold 
isolated masses against the clear sky, and 
were clothed with a profusion of forest and 
of verdure to their very summits. The road 
by a steep ascent reached a gap in the hills 
commanding a magnificent view to the south, 
with Mount Alesander rising in solitary 
beauty out of undulating plains, and shadowy 
lowlands, and misty mountain ranges fer 
beyond. In the opposite direction we over- 
looked the dark forested ridges and deep 
intervening hollows of the Bendigo gold field. 
The gap in the hills was abrupt, and passing 
through it we immediately descended by a 
steep narrow gulley, which gradually widen- 
ing led us to the head of a picturesque 
and fertile valley, with wooded slopes, ver- 
dant gulleys branching off right and left, and 
a wide but low alluvial bottom, through 
which wound a creek that here and there ex- 
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panding, formed a chain of water-holes. This 
was the Bendigo valley. After following it 
for about a mile we came to several teats on 
the margin of the creek, the first signs of our 
approach to the great centre of attraction. 
Continuing on our way the tents, although 
still scattered, became more numerous, till at 
length the slopes and flats were studded with 
them, while large patches of nptumed yellow 
earth in the midst of the grassy plain or 
"flat," showed that we had reached the skirts 
of the diggings. On the banks of the creek 
men were standing over tubs of auriferous 
earth, or "washing stuff," as it is called, 
which they worked about with a spade, oc- 
casionally tilting out the muddy water, and 
baling in fresh from the creek. Very soon 
the tents became as thickly packed as houses 
ic a town, and the road passed between rows 
of large stores, shops, auction rooms, and such 
like, while beyond and around were seen, 
instead of green fiats and grassy gulleys, vast 
level areas covered with gravel, clay, and 
sand, and burrowed with innumerable gold- 
diggers' " holes." The creek here appeared 
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close to the road ; on its opposite bank we 
observed a reef of red rock, jagged and 
pointed, and every chink and crevice of which 
bore evidence of having been carefully 
cleared of the earth, which in the natural 
order of things had once been collected there. 
This vras the famous "Golden Point," the 
spot where gold was first discovered at 
Bendigo, in the autumn of *51, When the 
cry of gold was abroad in consequence of the 
recent discoveries in new South Wales, and 
when every shepherd and storekeeper was an 
eager prospecter, a spot so conspicuous as 
this, where the precious metal lay almost on 
the surface, and in the chinks of the rock, 
was not likely to long elude search. Had it 
not been for this golden bar, which like the 
architectural capitals at Pompeii, just peering 
above the suriiice, told of buried treasure, 
which might be brought to light by digging 
around, the auriferous riches of Bendigo 
might still have slumbered for ages unknown 
to the children of Mammon. 

Ai^r passing the point alluded to, the 
road bad the creek on one side, and a wide 
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tract of deserted workings on the other, 
stretching away for miles down the valley. 
After another mile it again became a street 
of tents, stores, and shops, behind which 
chaotic heaps of gravel and clay still showed 
the entire valley had been turned up by the 
diggers. We had now reached the centre of 
this great mining district. On a lofty terrace 
on the left, faced vrith a steep green escarp- 
ment, was to be seen the Government Camp 
and its tall flag-staff and union jack, sentinels 
on duty, ranges of extensive stabling, and a 
massive, heavy-looking log hut, serving as a 
lock-up. At the foot of this terraced hill 
was the necropolis, and near it its tributary, 
the Bendigo Hospital. Large wooden stores, 
auction rooms, and other buildings, evidently 
of not v6ry recent erection, showed that this 
spot had long been the centre of a popolous 
mining community. 

A stream of busy life was passing up 
and down the streets of Sandhurst — for 
such the township is called — as we drove 
through. There were parties of newly arrived 
diggers with their high piled carts ; travellers 
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deup in immense thigh boots, and in some 
dwarfish cases looking as if there was a pro- 
bability of their sinking out of sight in them, 
and either mounted on travel-soiled horses or 
moving about on foot ; carts of " washing 
stuff" going to the creek to have the colour 
— that is to say, the gold washed out ; huge 
drays of merchandise, drawn ty long teams of 
jaded bullocks, just in from a three or four 
weeks' journey from Melbourne ; and diggers, 
with pick and shovel on shoulder, trudging 
homeward after the day's work. Contrasting 
with mud-soiled men and worn-out beasts, 
we passed a gold commissioner with gold- 
laced cap, mounted on a fine sleek steed, and 
attended by two troopers in the rear. 

For the next three miles the road extended 
through almost continuous lines of stores and 
shops, while the diggers' tents were to be 
seen perched ou the slopes of the hills, or in 
the lateral guUeys. The valley bottom was 
still covered with gravel, and burrowed by 
countless pits and tunnels, through which the 
creek had carved out a channel. On after 
examination, however, we found that a drive 
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up the principal valley gave a very in- 
adequate idea of the magnificent Bcale of 
the golden deposits at Bendigo and of the 
prodigious amount of human labour spent in 
developin*; them. 

I found, on ascending any commanding 
eminence, that not only bad the entire bottom 
or floor of the main valley been turned up, but 
that every intersecting gnlley, extending into 
the ranges right andleft, had also been wrought, 
and that it sent down its tributary yellow 
stream to meet the great river of diggings 
that filled the breadth of the main valley. 

Looking down the valley,and on the right of 
the creek, I observed five or sis rounded hills 
vrith rugged outlines glistening white against 
the dark ranges behind. These were the 
celebrated auriferous White Hills. In 
external appearance and mineral character 
they were unique, and peculiar to the locality. 
Two years before, and while the nature of 
their wealth was still a mystery, a party 
of diggers toiled patiently for several 
weeks in sinking a shaft to the depth of 
seventy feet, chiefly through conglomerated 
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drift of the most obstinate hardness. 
Tliey were rewarded at length by the 
discovery of a rich deposit of gold, lying 
on the top of a bed of white pipeclay of un- 
ascertained depth, and through which they 
tunnelled, bringing down the metal in profii* 
Bion ' from the roof of their excavation. 
While all this had been going forward, many 
anxious to profit by the result had been care- 
fully observing the operations, and no sooner 
was the success of the undertaking known 
than the adjacent ground was marked oS, 
shafts were sunk, windlasses erected, and the 
whole paraphernalia of digging life called into 
requisition. 

The main valley, however, was only a 
part of this great gold field. North of the 
creek there ran a parallel series of seven large 
tributary gulleys, some with workings two or 
three miles in extent. South of the principal 
valley two lateral gulleys debouching on the 
main stream and running up into the ranges 
till they met, presented a continuous chain of 
miners excavating four miles long. Alto- 
gether the Bendigo district must at this time 
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have included nearly a hundred gulleys and 
flats, extending over an area about ten miles 
long by half as much in breadth. 

Here was a scene that spoke a history. 

Let me survey. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Fab beyond the scope of the mere outward 
vision I here found much to linger over and 
surrey. 

Yes, said I, there are movements that sway 
the multitude, and, without the glitter and 
eclat of war, leave as many victims in their 
train. 

I cast a mental glance towards the darker 
side of the great picture of the golden 
land. 

There are few events that have occurred 
in the histoiy of our civilisation, which in 
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proportion, bave been the cause of greater 
extreme of prosperity and calamity tlian the 
di^tcoTBiies of gold io California and Australia. 
When the news was wafted abroad, and 
echoed from tongue to tongue, that untold 
wealth lay concealed only a few feet below 
the surface, and within the reach of all who 
chose to labour in its search, that numerous 
class whose education and social position 
precluded them from taking part in the 
occupations of the mere day laboured, and 
who, from their very number, and the conse- 
quent competition so arising could not find 
a field in which to exert their intellect and 
energies, set out in thousands for the alluring 
land, to share in the golden harvest that only 
waited their coming to be gathered. 

The exodus went forward. Many bene- 
fited by their transmigration, and found 
plenty; while others, alas! overcome by 
fatigue and disappointment, were laid by 
stranger hands in premature graves. 

I was drawn into this train of reflection by 
the sight of those melancholy signs of the 
unrecorded dead — the silent receptacles of 
' G 2 
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the vanquished. Turning from the long 
irregular line of tents and larger buildings 
that extended away for miles, and leaving 
behind the busy sounds of the cradle and of 
men, I ascended a hill which, somewhat loftier 
than the slight elevations around, afibrded an 
extensive view of the adjacent country. The 
summit bore evidence of the skill and eager- 
ness of man in his search aftw gold, in the 
fonn of a deep chasm, which denoted that a 
quartz reef had been there worked and sub- 
sequently abandoned, likely as unprofitable. 
Before reaching the summit, however, my 
steps were arrested at a spot which in its im- 
mediate interest, and the picturesque view it 
comtnanded, could not have failed in attract- 
ing the attention of any one delighting in the 
beauties of nature, or in witnessing the 
inroads of civilisation. 

On one side of the hill, where one or two 
straggling gum trees had as yet escaped the 
uDSpaxing axe of the digger, a few rude 
graves marked the last abiding place of some 
whose cherished hopes of future aggrandise- 
ment were blighted ere accomplished. The 
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deserted workings on the hill-top, and the 
busy scene below, alike contrasted with this 
quiet sacred-looking spot. Everything re- 
minded me of life and enterprise as I glanced 
down the valley and across to the snrronnd- 
ing hills, and on all sides observed the 
evidenceB of man's indomitable industry — the 
barking of the dogs, and the gleaming of a 
hundred fires — the loud laughter of those 
who were gathered roand them — the activity 
that pervaded the township— the monotonous 
sound of the cradles by the side of the creek 
—all were full of life, and alive with anima- 
tion. But on the other hand, and still nearer 
me, all that met the eye whispered only of 
death, and was alone indicative of decay. 

The humble mound of turf and the rudely 
constructed cross, alike told their eloquent 
tale, while on one of the graves a few of 
the wild flowers of the bush, evidently strewn 
but a few days before, bore silent testimony 
of grief, mayhap of tears that were fast 
falling. 

The bright rays of the declining sun were 
playing brightly on a solitary headstone that 
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recorded the death of the once strong man 
whom the ^tasting fever, the abuse of liqnor, 
or means yet more tragic, had withered into 
lifelessnesB, oTerthrowing hie ambition in the 
very midst of his exciting career. And bo- 
side that solitary stone was a simple mound 
of tnrf thatteld of another's resting place; per- 
chance of one who scarcely beyond the years 
of boyhood left home and friends to seek a 
fortune and independence — left for the land in 
which he saoguinely hoped to realise the 
objects — the golden treasures of bis hopes — 
alas ! how fallacious. He too fell stricken 
ander the hardships and dissipations of life 
on the gold fields, and be yielded up his 
spirit wltbout a whisper of 83anp8thy or con- 
solation from mortal tongue. He might 
have died neglected and alone ; kicks and 
curses might have assailed him as his soul 
took flight. His Iriends have hkely never 
heard of his death, and weary months, aye 
years, have eddied by, and the mother's heart 
has grown sad, and the father's brow has 
been darkened, and hope, which long sur- 
vived and struggled against reason, because 
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the dread reality was too terrible to con- 
template, has vanished — fled before time and 
conviction. 

Again there was another mound lightly 
trod. It was perhaps the grave of the young 
and beautiful, of the wife who had followed 
her husband away from the refinements of 
civilisation — who had cheerfully forsaken 
fatherland and friends, to share in the hard- 
ships of the new career, hut which, alas! 
proved too much for her tender frame. 

Retracing my steps once more into the 
valley, the busy signs of active life, which 
these surged upon the ear, and confronted 
the eye, dispelled the somewhat melancholy 
train of thought in which I had become in- 
volved; but reflection has its pleasures alike 
with the things from which we derive more 
palpable joy and 8atisfiM:tion,and this moment- 
ary taming ande from the busy hannts of 
men revealed a picture which I view with 
a peculiar interest, and should never wish 
to shun. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Hebe^ as at Mount Alexander, we for 
tbe night took up our quarters at the 
Government camp. 

On the following morning we set out on 
foot, with one of the Commissionere as our 
guide, to inspect the diggings and digging 
life, more in detail than we had the op- 
portunity of doing on the previous after- 
noon. I shall 0.ve the information gathered, 
in the same random order in which it was ac- 
quired. 

Every working in each gold field has some 
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special name hj which ^ i9 distinguished, and 
these are often yerj (M}d, and original in their 
application. Their derivation was traceable 
to an immense vuiety of sources ; some were 
attributable to their first workers, as an 
" American," " Californian," " Canadian," 
and " New Chum Gulley ; " some from 
incidents occurring in their vicinity, as 
Choke-em Flat, Murdering Flat, Dead Man's 
Gulley, aod White Horse Gullej; some from 
the caprice or peculiarity of those who first 
wrought there, as Peg-leg Gulley, Poverty 
Otdley, and Cut-throat Gulley. Eagle-hawk 
Galley, celebrated for its richness, acquired 
its name in consequence of a digger having 
by chance driven his pick into a nugget 
which, when taken out, was found in shape, 
partly owing to the indentation thus pro- 
duced, to resemble an eagle-hawk's head. A 
rich gulley was distinguished by the classical 
name of Eureka. 

The life of the digger is simple, regular, and 

tolerably healthy. His dress is a blue elastic 

vest, or jersey, the same as worn by sailors, 

with the addition during winter, of an outer 

G 3 
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coarse serge shirt. His •waist is encircled by 
a plain leather belt, in which he osnallj 
carries his fossicking knife, which be uses in 
dislodging the gold from holes and crevices. 
If his work necessitate his standing in water, 
he in general encases his legs in a pair of 
water-tight knee boots, which are drawn up 
outside the troasers. He usuallj rises at day- 
break, and he and his mates, — one, two, three, 
or four, as the case may be — first prepare and 
dispatch their hreak&st, and then sally oat to 
their " claim," or " hole." If the latter be 
far removed from the tent, they carry their 
dinner, and the never-emitted tin pot for 
making their tea. At sundown they return, 
bringing the results of the day'e work in a 
small hag or an old match bos. Supper is 
then prepared, which alike with the other 
meals consists of beef or mutton, with the in- 
variable bread and tea. The gold obtained 
during the day having first been carefully 
washed, is now divided, or added to the 
general store, which latter is often kept in an 
old pickle bottle, or a collection of castaways 
of the kind, and which store is always quietly 
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re-secreted under the ground of the teat or 
elsewhere. 

The evening is commonly spent in chatting, 
smoking, and reading any newspaper or other 
matter at hand, while the party sit on vari- 
ously improviBed seats aromid the lude fire- 
place of tmf or stone, forming one end of the 
teiat or hot. At an early hour all are asleep 
on their straw mattrosses raised on rough 
frames, the legs of which are stuck into the 
ground. A loaded revolver was formerly an 
indispensable article of the establishment, 
bat it is now hardly needed. 

According to the Ciovemment regulations, 
each minra is allowed for working purposes 
an area of ten squm% feet, so that the claim 
of a piurty usually varies in size according to 
the number composing moh ; this rule, how- 
ever, is rarely strictly adhered to, except in 
cases of dispute, vrhere claim enoroaches on 
claim. On the selection of the spot for work- 
ing, the latter is marked- out by pladng a peg 
at each corner, and whatever lies beneath 
that area, but not beyond, is the property of 
the owners. 
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la the earlier days of Australian gold 
mining, it was common to open a large pit 
and remove the metal from the bottom. At 
the present time, however, the workings were 
in mnch deeper deposits than those first 
discovered, and as a consequence, there was 
more mining skill called into requisition. 
Instead, therefore, of the open pit, it was 
now costomary to sink a square or round 
shaft, three or four feet in diameter, down to 
the gold-bearing deposit or "boulder," and 
then to drive or excavate horizontally, in 
search of the glittering ore ; in the event of 
there being none visible at the bottom of the 
shaft. On sinking the latter, the clay and 
gravel is hoisted to the surface, either by a 
rope and bucket by a windlass, or by a long 
lever. The latter b simply a long pole tied 
loosely to the top of a strong upright poet, 
one end of which pole is heavily weighted, 
while the bucket is suspended to the other 
end by a rope. On- pulling down this rope, 
the bucket descends to the bottom of the 
shaft, and when filled with earth is drawn np 
again by the leverage of the weighted end of 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



THE NEW WOKLD. 133 

the pole ; a happy contriTance, similar to 
that used for purposes of irrigation on the 
banks of the Nile. The auriferous earth or 
washing stuff, on being brought to the surface 
is carefully piled up, the miner below having 
first picked out any large and conspicuous 
nuggets, if such there be, and deposited them 
in bis match-box. The earth is then carted 
down to the creek, or the nearest water-hole. 
The method of washing the earth has also 
been much modified by time and experience. 
Formerly all was done by the rocker or 
cradle, and the tin dish, which being worked 
by hundreds together round a water-hole, or 
on either side of a creek, produced an inces- 
sant noise, not unlike distant thunder, and 
which has been compared to the buzzing 
noise of an immense manu&ctory. But the 
cradle, although well adapted for washing 
the gold from gravel or light soil, proved 
very ineffisctual in liberating it from the stiff 
clay in which it was subsequently found, and 
which suggested the use of a puddling tub in 
its stead. The latter is simply one-half of 
a beer cask, which, on being called into active 
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service, is half filled with the washiog stuff, 
upon which -water is then baled in from the 
creek, aad the whole worked ahout with a 
spade, the miner meanwhile cutting up and 
turning over the clay till it gradually becomes 
disolved in the water. As the liquid thickens 
into mud, it is poured from the tub, and a 
fresh supply added, till the clay is washed 
away, and nothing but clean graTcl, sand, and 
gold remains. The metal is then easy of 
separation from the gravel by means of a 
cradle, or simply by a tin dish, which latter 
requires to be dexterously handled. 

The digger, who is invariably migratory 
in bis habits, usually carries his puddling 
tub with him when he journeys from one 
gold field to another. 

The Zjong Tom, ori^nated by the Cali- 
fomian miners, and introduced into Australia, 
is a far more efficient apparatus than the last- 
mentioned; bat it is necessary to use it in a 
running stream, in order to work it to advan- 
tage, and running streams not being found 
everywhere, it is available only at certain 
times and places. It consists of. a trough 
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ten or twelve feet in length, b; sixteen 
inches in width, and tilted so that water 
may flow rapidly down it. An iron 
grating perforated with holes as large as a 
fourpenny piece, forms the lower end, and is 
tilted up in an opposite direction to that of 
the trough, so that earth and stones when 
washed down are arrested, and lodged on the 
grating. The head of the trongh must be 
continually supplied with water, either from 
a stream or by a pump ; by this means a con- 
stant current pours down the incline, wash- 
ing as it goes. The auriferous earth is thrown 
in at the head, and as it is carried down by 
the stream, it is worked about and turned 
back with a spade ; the light earth and clay 
are quickly dissolved and washed away, and 
when the clean gravel reaches the lower end, 
it is arrested by the iron grating and removed 
with the shovel, while the gold and sand fall 
through the perforations into a box placed 
beneath, the contents of which mnst be again 
Washed, in order to the more readily extract 
the metal. This mode of procedure is much 
more rapid than that of the puddling tub, and 
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is frequently resorted to during the v/et sea> 
son in working old dig^ngs, and in washing 
the "tailings" of the cradles of former and 
less careful washers. 

The life of the digger is very free and inde- 
pendent ; he works hard, hut he does so at 
his own free will, and in the hope of acquir- 
ing sufficient gain to enable him to choose 
an occupation more congenial to his taste, if 
not entire independence. He is generous, 
and as unsuspicious as he is frank. He is 
now the type of a much better man than 
ordinarily was the digger of '51, ai)d he lives 
a life, and follows a pursuit which entails 
fewer vicissitudes than were inseparable from 
such in the early working of the Australian 
gold fields. He respects Sunday by an entire 
absence from work, holding it as a day of 
rest and relaxation, although not commonly 
participating in its religious observances, but 
preferring to gossip with his neighbours, and 
travel from tent to tent to visit any ac- 
quaintances he may have on the same dig- 
gings. Moreover, the digger of '59 is a much 
more prudent, cared-for, respectable, and 
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respected member of society, than he was for 
the first two years after the discoveries, and 
eonseqaent rush in Victoria. Many, even 
at the time of my visit, were attended by 
their wives and children, and although the 
mode of life was rather rough, they appeared 
to be living happily and in tolerable comfort 
together. Now the townships at the diggings 
are as well provided with the common require- 
ments of civilised life as any in the colony, 
and the several communities we almost as 
well organised, as social, and as well disposed 
as .at Melbourne or Adelaide. The Govern- 
ment too, in levying a duty on the gold 
exported, and so relieving the digger of the 
monthly tax of thirty shillings formerly im- 
posed, has contributed greatly to the promo- 
tion of general harmony, and the eradication 
of those bitter feelings which, at the time of 
my visit, were entertained by the diggers 
towards the Grovemment. The infliction of 
the license fee, as well ob the tyrannic mode 
of collecting it, if not duly tendered at the 
camp, tended very much to exasperate the 
miners ; who subsequently, in many cases, 
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used every endeaTonr to ehirk it, and finally 
rising en masse, refuBed to pay only a much 
reduced fee for their mining privilege ; the 
police were hooted with criea of " Jo-ey — 
Jo-ey;" monster meetings were held, and 
stump orators declaimed aloud the diner's 
" wrongs." 

The collection of the tax had to be sas- 
pended for a month in the July of '54, io 
order to allow of communication with the 
Government at Melbourne. 

All the military stationed at the latter 
town were sent up to enforce order, but this 
non-pacific mode of treatment aroused the 
wrath of the diggers still more, and shots 
were exchanged, which resulted fotally in a 
dozen or more cases on the digger side, and 
in the death of the captain and others of the 
troops. 

It was a very erroneous and destructive 
policy that induced the then governor, an old 
naval officer, and a reputed tyrant, to endea- 
vour to extort from our own people, at the 
bayonet's point, what a judicious civil measure 
wouldhave at once had the effect of producing. 
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Naval men are usually too despotic and 
narrow in their views to be successful in their 
administration of a government with which 
they may have been entrusted, as was the 
governor in question, on the occasion of such 
emergencies, and are far less calculated to 
administer well the duties of such an office 
than woald be an intelligent unprejudiced 
civilian. 

We remained only the one night at the 
camp at Bendigo, and drove our tandem 
homeward as &r as Kilmore on this the day 
after our arrival. 

We put up at the hotel at the latter place, 
where we met with a variety of characters, 
among which was one evidently associated 
with the squatting interest, and whose con- 
versation evidenced a fearful neglect of his 
education, and an absence from the pale of 
good society. He narrated to me an episode in 
his bush life which had well nigh proved fetal, 
and which I submitin the language of the man, 
for the edification of those who may feel an 
interest in the nefarious exploits of the bush- 
ranging hordes of the Australian wilderness. 
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" Few of those who are out here now, Sir, 
knows what us old hands had to go through. 
I don't sa^ this to run down new chums : 
my belief is, without the new chums we should 
have remained just where we were ; that 
Melbourne would n*t be half its size ; ^lor 
would we have had a decent road, or a 
'spectable public house in the colony. Still, 
we old hands went through a great deal, shut 
up in the bush — not seeing a strange soul • 
for many, many a month; it was n't any 
wonder, when we did get a slant into town, 
. if we took a drop too much. My only wonder 
is so few of 'em died of 'lerium tremors. 
Howsomever, some did well, and others went 
to the bad. The system was bad. Sir. Pay- 
ing chaps, who never had a pound note of 
their own at home, six months or eighteen 
months' wages, may be, at once, is a bad 
system. Lads think they never can run 
through it, and as in the days I'm going to 
speak of there was n't many things to buy, 
and nothing to see, of course the money went 
in rum and brandy. I kicked down a mint 
o' money that way myself, and though I 
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reckon myself now pretty comfortable, I 
might ha' been a deal better, if better systems 
had been in the early days, and if I could ha' 
had a few acres when I 'd got a few pounds. 
And, I dare say, most workiug men are better 
off if they have a wife, although Sir, I war n't. 
"Well, Sir, I was down at Geelong many years 
ago ; I had come down with Bome sheep irom 
a station I was then on. There was a fine 
young fellow with me too, a Saffoker chap. 
We 'd done our business there, got our orders 
and such like, and prepared to set off home. 
As rd got many things in charge above, I 
was n't to wait for our drays that were come 
down for the yearly supplies, and, as I did n't 
care about going alone, and as this young 
fellow was a handy chap in the house and 
about a homestead, I took him back with 
me, and off we goes. Public houses war n't 
in those days. When you left town, there 
were few roads on which you got a drink at 
all. This was one 'em. So we filled a 
couple o' bottles with rum in the town, and 
ehmg them on our saddles, and off we went. 
I do n't know whether ■ either of you gentle- 
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men know that road; but scenery — and I 
s'pose you have aa eye to that — is very fine, 
all along: over the Barwon, out by Mount 
Mpriac, and so along, keeping Mount Gelli- 
brand on your right; and, bearing towards 
Lake Golac, there's fine timber, good rich 
soil, and, if there was but a drink or two of 
water on the road, not a bad place to go. 
But the rocky ground makes you dry, and 
you may be sure we tapped our bottle often 
enough before night. Old hands, like us, Sir, 
do n't mind a night out. Tether your horse, 
throw a blanket round yon, and there you are. 

" Next morning, up again ; on our horses, 
and off we were. More rock, and more 
thirst ; and so on, we making for a salt creek 
that runs into the Hopkins. 

" Well, the moon was fining brightly, 
and Tom Brooks, that was my mate's name, 
was singing out at the top of his voice some 
old county song, when 1 saw, behind a clump 
of trees, a horse's head. 

"'Hailo,Tom,' says I, 'what 's a-head there? 

" Tom saw the head as well as I did, and 
trots up to the clump. 
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" ' Hold hard, Tom,' said I, ' there's aome 
one besides.' 

" ' Throw your hands up,' roars a big Toice, 
and two chaps with a couple of muskets show 
themselTes, and cover us as cleanly as the 
thing could be done. 

" ' Hands up,' roars one of the men : mine 
went up directly. I hadn't so much as a 
tiding whip with me, and though I don't 
mind tackling a man when I must do it, even 
now, I wasn't going to , fight a loaded gun. 
But poor Tom, who was full of valour from 
the drops of rum be'd been sipping during 

the day, cries out, 'Hands up be d ,' 

and isharges at the fellow,^ full gallop. The 
ruffian took a clear aim, and I saw the poor 
fellow reel in his saddle. As the horse he 
was on, alarmed at the shot, plunged a little, 
I saw the body fall off — ^the feet, after a 
slight resistance, tumbled clear of the stirrup 
— saw the horse'plange on. Aye, Sir, and see 
it now as clearly as then, although so many 
years has passed away. It's as fresh to me 
when I speak of it as if 'twere yesterday. 
Poor Tom Brooks ! All this did n't take so 
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long aa it takes to tell it, when I saw poor 
Tom drop dead. DEAD. I was about to 
push at his murderer, bat the click of the 
other fellow's trigger made me stop, and when 
he said 'dismount,' I did. There wasn't a 
great deal to be got off me — a few pound 
notes, a siWer watch, and an old ring, that l*d 
had fourteen year or so. Off poor Tom there 
wam't 80 much, but what there was they 
took. While one fellow was searching me, 
the other covered me with his musket, and, 
catching his eye, I fool-like, muttered, half 
aloud ' It's Hooker.* * By G — ,' cried one 
scoundrel, ' it's Dick Tyler, — he must die.' 

" But the little fellow was against shedding 
more blood ; and, after a little talk, during 
which I assure you, I felt very queer, they 
took my tether rope, aud commenced making 
me iast to a tree. It was in vain I told 
tfaem they'd better kill me at once ; that few 
folks passed that road, and it was as much 
murder to tie me there to starve as to stretch 
me, on the flat of my back, aside of my poor 
mate. However, they tied me. They fes- 
tened me by the hands, legs, and neck to a" 
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tree, and never was a fowl put on the spit more 
tightly skewered than I was by my own 
tether rope. After the chaps got off, I don't 
know how I felt for an hour or two, but, 
after that, 1 know I began to feel queer. As 
rd been tied, I could just see Tom's head, and, 
once oj twice, I thought I saw it move. — 
Then every blast of the wind were so many 
Toices in my ear. — I^e villains coming back 
to finish me ; or the natives — for there were 
natives in those days — who might apear and 
eat me. Then I thought of all I'd been told 
about snakes and poisonoas reptiles. — And 
then, as morning dawned, I really believe I 
was half mad. I a'mt an edicated man, and 
can't express exactly what I felt; I know 
this, I tried once or twice to pray a bit, but 
couldn't. I suppose I began the Lord's 
Prayer twenty times, and stuck fast in the 
middle of it. Aa the sun got up, thirst and 
hunger took hold of me, and as my hat had 
got knocked off while I was being made fast, 
Its rays began to scorch my head, and almost 
sent me raving. Now I shouted loudly, in 
hope — a vain hope— -some one might be 

VOL. I. H 
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passing, and hear me ; or tbat the bushrangers 
would come back and finish me, which I 
thought would be the best thing for me. 
Then I cried, oh ! so piteously ; and then 
again I tried to praj a bit, but I couldn't 
again. It wasn't that I was afirud to die ; 
we all ou us must die ; therefore, its no use 
foaring death. But to die in that way ; to 
die raving mad, irom the effects of the sun, 
or of starvation. The thoughts o' tbat took 
hold on me in the middle of the prayer, and 
then I howled and bellowed, and, Fm feared, 
swore horribly. When I think what I 
suffered that day, I wonder I'm here to tell 
it you. There was a ieaTy dew that night, and 
that eased my thirst a bit ; altho', aa I could'nt 
turn my head, the moisture that was on my 
clothes was of little use to me. But hunger 
came on me ; and then, as the moon was 
rather dull next night, I begun again to dread 
the snakes, and so passed another fearful, 
horrid time on it. Day and night seemed as 
if 'twere all one. The sun got up again, and 
again I roared and shouted; but human 
nature was almost exhausted, and I knows no 
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more thab, just after the sun crossed its line, 
I begun to babble of home, and of the parish 
church and school house ; and then I remem- 
ber crying bitterly ; and then — I remember 
no more. 

" How I got out of that scrape was this, 
Sir. I told you the drays were left in town 
for supplies. Well, they started nest day to 
us,' and, by good luck, or what I suppose 
was an interposition of Providence, met 
with some chaps on the road with fresh 
cattle, and so double banked all the way up, 
and came up quite &st. As our men were 
liberal fellows, they soon shared their rum 
with their new friends, and so drank it all up. 
Wanting more, and knowing Tom and me 
had these two big bottles, they thought they 
might push on and overtake us, and have a 
carouse afore they parted company ; so, on 
they came, and I need n't tell you, very sur- 
prised, and very frightened they were, when 
they saw Brooks lying dead on the ground, 
and heard me chattering in a strange way 
some lingo, one of the men said as he'd never 
heard on before, fast bound to a tree; neither 



3bvGooglc 



148 A. PANORAMA OF 

horses to be seen — ^Tom's had bolted, and 
miDe and my bottle the ruffianB had taken — 
and not a soul near. Well, Sir, to cut my 
tale short, they soon spiled a cask o* staff 
they were taking home, and gave me a drink 
o' that ; tea they couldn't make, for there was 
DO water near ; but, they well rubbed my 
hands and head with spirits, and so got me 
round, but it was a long job. Poor Tom's 
body they put on one of the drays, and me on 
the other, and off they took us. It didn't 
look as if we had killed each other, they said, 
as no dead man could have made me so &8t 
to a tree, but on they took as, and wonder- 
fully frightened all were, when they got 
home. However, a good bed, some tea, and 
so on, put me to rights in a few days, and 
then I told the whole story. Master took all 
the 'ticulars down, and the poor chap was 
buried properly ; but I couldn't stand that 
station though Fd been well treated, and was 
well liked, I couldn't live there. Many a 
night before I left it, and many a night after, 
Fve roared, and groaned, and cried, and 
prayed, and done like those days and nights 
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over again; and oh, bow th&nkfiil I have 
prayed to God, when I woke and found 'twas 
but a dream. No, Sir, I could n't stop after 
that, and so I lefL Sorry to leave. Sir, foz_ 
after all that's said about the squatters, if you 
served them well they were really good 
masters, overlooked many a fault, and never 
let a fellow want when sick. You know. 
Sir, we were all rough together in those days ; 
and when some windy chap talks of how he 
was lodged, and how he lived when he was 
on a station, just you ask him how the 
master was' lodged and how the mistress 
lived, and you'll find there warn't so much to 
grumble at. Perhaps, Sir, I say that, because 
I'm a bit of a squatter like myself now.** 

" And the bushrangers,** I enquired, " were 
they ever taken?" 

" Well, Sir, I did hear that Hooker got shot 
a few months after, while sticking up a fellow 
on the Leigh, somewhere; as for the tall 
ruffian, I never heard anything about him. 
Master did all that he could to snare them 
both ; but 1840 and now are two difierent 
times> Sir, and nothing — that is, nothing to 
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apeak o(, could be done. These were Lifers, 
from Sydney, overland ; or, perhaps, bolters 
from the other side : and for a few years a 
good game was played up in Victoria by these 
people. A sight of people have never been 
heard o^ Sir, and whether the natives got 
*em, or bushrangers slaughtered 'em, no one 
on earth knows, nor ever will. Sir, now." 

Staying the night at Kilmore, we set out 
on the following momiog to visit the station 
of a squatter and a Scotchman, to whom we 
were both known. It is not necessary to be 
invited in order to ensure a welcome in the 
bash ; the solitary denizens of the leaiy wild- 
erness are too glad to see the &ce of a 
visitor not to entertain him with all the re- 
sources of their homestead, and to the best of 
their ability. The weather was fine and 
sunny, the plains were well grassed, and the 
entire landscape was clothed with the most 
prodigal verdure, for it was now the spring 
time of the Australian year ; the wet season 
had passed away, and Flora in festive array 
made beautiful the earth. As we advanced 
acroK an open plain, a lofty chain of moun- 
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tains rose high into the eastern sky, their 
rugged edges bristling in the clear ambiency 
of space, and their snow-capped summits 
piercing the azure void ; below their sweep- 
ing sides filled up the imposing picture ex- 
tending for miles into the mwes of the forest. 
At noon we palled up, and devoted ourselves 
for a short time to the luncheon with which 
we had provided ourselves before starting, 
meanwhile allowing the horses to graze, and 
having first secured their fore feet with the 
reins. On resuming our journey we made 
a long sweep to the south, in order to 
avoid a creek and dense forest at the 
base of a hill, after which, leaving them 
to the. left, we drove jcdtingly over a 
rough lava plain deeply ftirrowed, and 
which necessitated an effort on our part to 
avoid being bumped off our seats. After 
this, however, the way was comparatively 
smooth, and along a road over a slightly 
rolling comitry, whose undulations presented 
a variety of shades of green. We reached 
the station a little before sundown. We 
found our Wend fresh from his wool-shed. 
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where shearing was going forward. His dresa 
bore marks of dirtj work, but be was evi- 
dently quite r^;ardless of appearances, and 
gave us without ceremony a very hearty wel- 
come; Squatters, however, without excep- 
tion, attend personally to the concerns of 
their own * run " and yard, and having 
nothing else to do, they make very active and 
energetic conductors of their own stations; 
added to this, the majority owe their origin 
to " the land o* cakes," and as an hereditary 
consequence look remarkably sharp after 
their own interests and expenditure. But the 
squatters, wice the extension of the gold dis- 
coveries and the swelling increase of the 
Australian population, have by reason 6f their 
monopoly of land, for thousands of acres of 
which they pay a nominal rental of only 
ten or twenty pounds per annum, been the 
great bane of that rising colony. The grants 
of territory for grazing purposes to these men 
when the country was in its in&nt state was 
iree of evil result so long as the land so 
granted was not required for the other pur- 
poses incidental to a spread of colonisation. 
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and an increase of population ; but in the 
vastly altered position of the colony since the 
time of the great gold discoveries, the reten- 
tion of these lands by the squatters is a 
positive nuisance and injnstice to society, and 
an insurmountable drawback to the perma- 
nent settlement of thoosands, who finding no 
suitable land upon which to farm or other- 
wise add to the agricultural and productive 
wealth of the colony, are now driven to seek 
other lands wherein to invest and disburse 
the gold which they gathered in Australia; 
and which, had it not been for the squatting 
monopoly, would have been there employed 
in the developement of its boundless re- 
sources. The squatters, by virtue of their 
majority in the Legislative Assembly, have 
long held out against the colonists at large, 
and many technical points have been laid 
claim to by them &a the purpose of securing 
and maintaining their right to the monopoly 
under the Magna Charter of their class, the 
Orders in Council of 1847. 

By. the terms of these orders the squatting 
occupants of tiie so-called intermediate dis- 
H 3 
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tricts were assigned leases of eight ^^ears, 
subject to sixty days' notice at yearly inter- 
vals, with respect to Buch parts of their runs 
as might be required for sale. Those occu- 
pying runs in the then " unsettled " districts 
were assigned leases for fourteen years, with a 
right, if the lands were not required for sale, 
to a further term of fourteen years. E^h of 
these leaseholders was invested with pre- 
emptive rights over the land, at a valuation 
of not less than one pound sterling per acre. 
By these terms, if the squatters themselves 
become buyers, the lands in their respective 
occupation are exempted from sale to the 
public, at the hands of the Government, 

It has been said that the orders in council 
alluded to were founded upon the felse state- 
ments of interested parties ; but however that 
may be, there is no doubt whatever of the 
injurious effect the system has been for years 
working in the colony of Victoria, and that 
the sooner a repeal of the system takes 
place the better for the general interests of 
its community. Let me recur to the home- 
stead of our Scotch friend. 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



THE NEW WORLD. 155 

A new, spacious, and well built wool-shed 
contrasted with the picturesque ruggedness 
of a dilapidated old bark building which it 
bad superseded. But stations now were very 
different to what they had been in the early 
stage of squatting life ; everything had become 
improved. Handsome English-made furniture 
was now to be found in houses of superior 
architecture, instead of the chairs and tables 
roughly hewn by the squatter himself, and as 
primitive as the log but which held them. 
Beautiful mansions, with detached premises 
resembling villages, and surrounded by taste- 
fully laid out and well-cultivated gardens are 
now the homesteads of the majority of 
Australian squatters; and instead of a gannt 
semi-civilised illiterate specimen of human 
awkwardness, we now may see in the squatter 
a man of good taste, intelligence, and educa- 
tion. 

These men had commonly all the rough- 
ness of civilisation vtdthout one spark of 
the romance or poetry which a compara- 
tively solitary location among the thinly 
trodden wilds of a beautiful country is so 
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well calculated to inspire in the mind of one 
blessed witb a single idea above and beyond 
wool and tallow, shearing and branding, and 
such other practical concerns of the station. 
But instead of the beautiful in nature tending 
to elevate the thoughts and actions of these 
men, their very isolation from the crowded 
world seemed to render them more degenerate 
than they likely were before, for the chro- 
nicles of cruelty against them are more 
revolting in their cold-blooded monstrosity 
and heartlessness, than the records of civilisa- 
tion can elsewhere produce, not even Pizarro 
excepted.' Yet these dark deeds of iniquity 
to which I allude are but little known or 
heeded in the world beyond the bush, and 
even there their narration is a pastime, and 
the confession and details of murder that 
ought to sicken the hearers, are often listened 
to with interest, and elicit many a laugh. I 
speak of the wanton slaughter of the abori- 
ginal inhabitants. 

I met with a squatter at Melbourne soon 
after my arrival there, who deliberately 
confessed to having joined, on several occa^ 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



THE HEW WORLD. 157 

sions, a mounted party for banting down 
" the blacks," partly for tbe sport of" the 
thmg, partly to rid the district of them. 
Tbls hunting consisted in shooting as many of 
them as their ebots could overtake ; men, 
women, and children were indiscriminately 
murdered by these demons on horseback, and 
their bodies left to lie where they bad &llen 
beneath the silent heaven. 

Such vile and cowardly iniquity merited 
scorn unto death, and the application of that 
law of the Bible which says "No murderer 
shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven." 

" We sometimes used to shoot a do«en or 
two before break&st," was one memorable 
confession of the squatter alluded to, " but 
even that didn't keep them away ; they'd come 
in the night, and if there was anything that 
they could lay their hands on they'd plunder 
it ; 80, said I, wait a bit, my boys, and I just 
poisoned a carcass or two with the stock 
arsenic, and had them left out for tbe gentry 
whenever they were likely to pass; that dose, 
two or three times, ridded them oif better 
than anything else." 
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Need I say that I nttered tbe reproach of 
liumanity, and manifested a contempt for the 
indiTidual ever after that every one must feel 
towards so diabolical a wretch, and his grim 
and cruel fellow-murderers. Yet this despic- 
able ru£San was an influential member of 
colonial society — a man of wealth, and by 
many respected. 

These acts had been committed beyond 
the reach, and out of the cognizance of the 
law- and ju8tice,aud so the perpetratora of 
crime so black had sinned with impunity ; 
with all the strength of their position as civil- 
ised beings they had outraged right before 
the force of a vicious and perverted might ; 
while their cowardly and despicable actions, 
inflicted upon those who had not a champion 
to defend, not a witness to proclaim their 
wrongs, rendered their crime doubly accursed 
before Heaven than if they had made war 
upon those who were prepared for battle and 
resistance. Poisoned carcasses ! The deed 
would be too diabolical for belief were there 
not manysimilar cases known to have occurred 
elsewhere in Victoria and New South Wales. 
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We put Up for the night at the stationof 
our Scotch friend. 

After breakfast on the following moraing 
■we had a gallop through the bush. On 
every side was seen as we went a labyrinth of 
gum trees, with silvery and mottled trunks 
and feathery foliage, which offered no shade 
from the vivid and fiery sunlight. Here and 
there gnarled old giants of the forest, with 
twisted trunks and branches, stood up in 
grotesque shapes over dead trees and 
branches that lay half hidden in the high 
grass, and among lofty trunks half burnt away 
by bush fires, yet whose foliage -was still green 
and luxuriant. The clustering emerald of 
the cherry tree, and the she oak eyerywhere 
contrasted with the meagre and more sombre 
foliage of the gum. Occasionally we came 
upon a beautiful grassy glade, with here and 
there a stream, while glimpses of the deep 
purple tinted outlines of moantains indistinct 
in the distance rose upon the view, ever 
changing as we went ; and while for music 
we had the cleai" ting ting of the bell bird, the 
shrill hooting of -the cockatoo and parrot, and 
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the triiltrillof many a gaudy plumaged tenant 
of the woods.' 

The principal incident of the morning was 
our TiBiting a natiTe mi-mi, an encampment, 
the huts of which were built of loose branches, 
and the bark of the gum tree. The abori- 
gines here bore lamentable evidence of their 
proximity to, and association with, the white 
man. The men of the party were either 
lying down in their huts or squatting in the 
shade of the same. The women, or lubras, 
rose and eyed us wistfully. Some had scraps 
of ragged cloth about them, evidently not of 
native manu&cture, and which very much 
tended to spoil their picturesqueness and to 
hide or mar the effect of what little beaa^ 
they possessed. The hair of all was extremely 
black and coarse, and in some cases tied up 
with strips of handkerchiels and such like. 
They had each holes in either the cartilage of 
the nose or ears, or both, through which aper- 
tures was thrust some ornament of their 
choice, Qsualty the bone of some departed 
bird, beast, or fish. One of the females, 
apparently not more than fourteen years of 
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age, bad a half-caste child slung behind her 
in an opossum rug, and when it cried she 
dragged it round to what the poet calls 



In this case, however, the cup was much 
darker than the one of his imagination. At 
intervals they chanted in low murmoring 
tones a peculiar native nielody, meanwhile 
beating their stretched oppossum skin rugs as 
a drum accompaniment. 

After this we drove our tandem in the 
direction of the Pyrenees as far as the station 
of anotlier Scotchman, notorious for his pos- 
session of bagpipes, and still more so for 
being addicted to playing them. 

We foand the distance to be about twenty 
miles, and the homestead situated near the 
foot of the mountains. 

We found tlie squatter in a wretched slab 
hut that constituted his dwelling place. He 
looked aa wild as he was hairy, but neverthe- 
less made us very welcome. After regaling 
us with tea, cold mutton, and stale bread, his 
usual fare, unembellished with even milk or 
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butter, for his waa a sheep Btation, he 
voIuDteered to give us a tuue, and accord- 
ingly out came the bagpipes, and awa; he 
went reeling about the room amid the most 
vociferous screeching and contortion of the 
instrument, and with a highly ladicrous wag* 
ging of the head and flinging of the legs on 
his part. The efiect was prodigious, and , 
elicited much glee, but as it is sometimes pos- 
sible to have too much of a good thing, we 
were glad when the performance terminated. 

Immediately afterwards he disgusted me 
by a detailed accouut of his atrocities towards 
the " blacks," and proved himself to be nearly 
as ruthless a savage as his "brither" who 
poisoned the carcasses. 

Our entertainer's hut, which of course was 
single storied, consisted of three small rooms 
The floor was of mud, covered in some places 
with plaster, the walls were of wattle-tree slabs 
and " dab " — a kind of hurdle work roughly 
covered with a coat of mud ; the roof was of 
bark, while of ceiling there was an entire 
absence. Partitions rose up to the level of 
top walls, so that all being open above, what 
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vas Bpoken ia one apartment could be dis- 
tinctly heard in the others. 

At one end of the division first entered 
was a huge recess, where burned the log fire, 
the smoke of which passed into the outer air 
through a wooden chimney. A gun was 
slung against one side of the wall, as also 
about twenty bushy tails of the dingo, or 
native dog. A few greasy and dilapidated 
volumes lay on the bench-like shelf at one 
comer. There was a small window, in which 
dirty white calico was made to serve instead 
of glass. On both sides of the fireplace was a 
wooden 80&-like seat, which when needed 
answered the purpose of a bedstead. In each 
of the other two compartments, which were 
used as bed rooms, there was a stretcher — 
everybody who has been in AustraUa is more 
or less familiar with the so-denominated cross- 
legged, canvaSB-bottomed, postless, cnrtain- 
less, unadorned, resting places for the weary 
sleeper. In addition to the stretcher there 
was a tin pot and a tin basin, near and above 
which, han^ng from a rusty nail, was a dirty 
towel, while still higher an old worn out 
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toothbrush and a dirty comb were stuck ander 
the bark roof, but not so far as to hide their 
projecting extremities. There were no 
drawers, nor cupboard, nor shelves, so this 
sticking under the roof was a pardonable 
selection of Mother Necessity. I and my 
fellow guest had the wooden couches in 
the first compartment placed at our 
disposal, and blankets were added to consti- 
tute the coTering for ourselves and timber. 
Our host and another occupied the two 
stretchers in the other compartment. The 
fire continued smouldering during the night. 
The door was capable of being secured only 
by a rude latch, and one step across the 
threshold would have brought us into the 
wild bush, with the heavenly host in their 
silence and their beauty shining placidly 
above. 

I was kept awake during half the night by 
the nocturnal antics of a menagerie of pets. 
There was a gap in the doorway through 
which a domesticated lamb kept running in 
and out of the hut, occassionally pawing and 
scraping close to my head, or leaping about 
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fnskily, and then suddenly starting off with 
a rush. Individuals of the feline community 
were capering about the joists and roof, and 
at times leaping on to myself and bed. 
Geese were making attempts at conversation, 
and roosting poultry were scratching and 
fidgetting within hearing outside the hut ; 
and at the first break of dawn the clarion 
note was sounded from some red-wattled 
throat, which was the signal for a general 
litiorus from all parts of the homestead, while 
the cheerful, yet ludicrous, notes of the 
laughing jackass, and the song of the black- 
bird broke melodiously on the ear from out 
the neighbouring groves. I was awake and 
up before any of the others. I wanted soap 
and water, so entering the division occupied 
by my host I found him fast asleep. Under 
these circumstances I felt justified in using 
his tin basin to wash in, there being no other 
in the hut, and proceeded to act accordingly. 
Just as I finished my ablutions he awoke, and 
forthwith yawned, and began his daily work 
by " turning out," or, in other words, getting 
up. I apologised for the liberty I had taken 



bGooglt; 



1 66 jl panorama of 

in the temporary appropriation of his toilet 
requieiteB, and offered to throw away the 
water I had ased, when he at once stopped 
me, and taking the basin oat of my hand, 
threw its Uquid contents across the mud floor 
with the remark, " That's how we kill the 
fleas ! " As he had slept in his' blue day- 
shirt, and ,washed very slightly, he was soon 
dressed, immediately after which he went to 
look after his sheep, that had been folded 
near the hut daring the night. Breakfast 
followed soon afterwards in the style of the 
previous night's supper. The guest we had 
found in compauy with the squatter on <Mir 
arrival was quickly again in the saddles, with 
heavy saddle-bags, and great coat rolled up 
on the pummel, and we were preparing oor 
dog-cart and tandem. 

We set out for a point of the Pyrenees, 
distant about ten miles, and halted at a 
homestead near the place of our destination. 
Here we remained for an hour, and then left 
our cart, while we, on horseback, struck into a 
wood-splitter's track, and followed it up the 
mountain pass. We ascended for some dis- 
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tance a gentle rise throagh gnm forest and 
scrub, and then had the toilsoine pleasure of 
doing the same thing up a very steep and 
rockj guUej. As we neared the summit of 
the chain, lofty precipices of white quartzose 
rock, deeply and Tertically furrowed, were 
presented to the eye, surrounded and half 
concealed by dense forest, which in some 
places extended to the uppermost peaks. At 
the creet of the gulley, a magnificent prospect 
of mountain tops, umbrageous woods, and 
rugged defiles, extending to the sea-like plain 
beneath, and blending with the clear blue of 
the sky on the far-oflT horizon, burst upon 
the view. Bold in outline, and as picturesque 
as the day was bright, this scene was such as 
would have refreshed and delighted the eye of 
a painter, and inspired the mind of the poet 
with ideas of the grand, the magnificent, and 
the beautiful. And its effect was not lost 
upon us, for we surveyed with happy feeling 
every feature of the rugged picture, and lin- 
gered long in admiration of its beauties. 
Here we saw how narrow and pointed were 
the ridges of the spurs. Another short ascent 
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through striogy-bark forest led to the highest 
point of the pass. The track, white as snow, 
owing to the quartz sand which covered it, 
wound through a rich greeo undergrowth. 
We descended by a gentle slope, and very 
soon came .to a spring. Granite cropped out 
here and there, and near the head of the pass 
forming apparentlytheaxisof the chain. We 
descended about seven miles on the opposite 
side, and as far as the homestead of the Merri- 
Merri station, where we arrived much jaded, 
and put np for the night. Early on the follow* 
ing morning we were again in the saddle, and 
directed our horses' heads towards the summit 
of a slaty range that here pointed down in 
a southerly direction, and lost itself in the 
great lava plain below. Advancing five or 
six miles we came to a chain of low hills, 
crested by huge granite rooks grown over with 
lichens, and ae grotesque in form — globose, 
conical, and shapeless — as they were irregular 
in disposition. Two miles further on, another 
granite hill rose out of the plain. 

Granite, wherever found in Australia, is 
never far below the surface, and in general it 
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is met with cropping out in small patchy 
through rocks of Tarioua kinds and age. Here 
we crossed the bed of the river, the latter now 
reduced to a narrow stream. To the north- 
west extended the jagged chain of the taller 
mountains, blue and smoke-like at their sum- 
mits, yet clearly pencilled to the view. De- 
scending the ranges, we traversed a wide 
stretch of undulating country, aad monoto- 
nous lava plain, thickly furrowed, and void of 
every blade of grass that had sprung up there 
during the winter. The smoke of a bush 
lire was now seen, but it was drifting before 
the wind in a contrary direction to us. Ten 
miles further OD we came to a station or 
homestead nestled in a hollow, near a fine 
broad and deep pond or water hole, skirted 
with gnarled gum trees on one side, and by 
a well cultivated garden on the other, 
which, green and luxuriant, contrasted 
delightfully with the arid, dreary plain 
that surrounded them, and formed a very 
oasis in the seeming desert. The home- 
stead here was a well-huilt brick and wooden 
house, and comfortably if not elegantly fur- 
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nished. We were invited to joio the family 
at dinner, which we did to our perfect 
satisfaction. Our appearance, and the men- 
tion of our names, acted as quite sufficient 
introduction to the good opinion and hos- 
pitalities of the denizens of the bush. 

Soon after dinner we were again in the 
saddle, and set out to the south-east, straight 
across the plain towards a bald hill, which 
shut out the view of a lofty mountain. It 
was a wild and dreary country we were 
now treading, broken and furrowed with hoi- ' 
lows, which in winter had formed ewamps, 
and as we advanced it became sterile and 
rocky. The sun went down grandly in the 
west, the brief twilight rapidly waned, and 
our horses were exhausted ; but no station or 
hut was to be seen, nothing but the drear 
bleak plain met our lengthy gaze. By-and- 
by we came upon a track and followed it 
awhile, after which we left it and again pur- 
saed our course. A thin crescent moon was 
setting calmly in the heavens. We still wan- 
dered on, leading our jaded horses, stumbling 
as we went, over the rocks that on all sides 
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peeped ap above the surface. At length we 
were fairly lost in these rugged wildering 
wilds. It seemed hopeless to contioue roam- 
ing onward through the darkness which had 
shrouded the landscape, without a clue to 
guide us on our way ; accordingly we halted. 
Notwithstanding the extreme heat of the 
day the wind now blew cold wd sharp.; 
that, however, did not do away with thirst, 
or the necessity for water, but of water we 
had none. The cold wind made us feel hungry, 
but of food we had none, save a fragment of 
an old " damper : " * this we eat, and having 
succeeded in making a £re, and a break- 
wind of boaghs, we wrapped ourselves re- 
spectively in our opossum rugs, and lay down 
on the ground near it, and very soon were 
asleep, with nothing between us and the star- 
spangled canopy of the silent heaven. The 
night sped on in solitary flight — 

" Night decked with bIaib asd moonbeams placid bright, 
The flying bouts of darkoes* to beguile," 

Then came the first grey streak of dawn* 
I awoke, and starting up found that our 



* An unleavened c&ke made of floor and na 


,ter, and.bak*d . 


asiies. 
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horses were nowhere to be seen. They had 
broke irom their moorings, as a sailor would 
have said ; certain it teas they had slipped 
from their tether, but that is a common cir- 
cumstance in the bush, And one that does not 
cause the heroes of a night's bivouac much 
alarm, for they are usually to be found grazing 
a mile or two oif. The cheerless morning 
light disclosed to the eye a solitary moorlaod 
with valley-like undulations, and intersected 
here and there by rugged and rocky ridges. 
A few stunted shrubs and deformed banksias 
consorted well with the craggy nooks out 
of which they grew. We were without either 
track or clue to guide us to a station ; no 
living thing was here to be seen, and we had 
neither food nor water. Parched and hungry 
therefore we set out together to seek the 
strayed horses. After walking about two 
miles we came upon a flock of sheep and a 
shepherd's hut. The dogs quickly espied us, 
and barked the alarm signal, upon which 
their master, the shepherd, came out in his 
night garb to see what all the noise was oc- 
casioned by. We asked him for a drink of 
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oold water, which we received and drank with 
QO ordinary pleasure and satisfaction. He 
told us that we were only a mile from the 
nearest station, so we made towards it, and 
oQ our way found our horses quietly grazing 
together in a grassy -valley. We found some 
difficulty in securing them, but when that end 
was achieved we led tliem back to our place 
of bivouac, where we saddled them, and after- 
wards rode over to the station indicated. The 
8un now rose in vivifying grandeur, rolling 
floodsof light over the more prominent objects 
of the landscape, and dispelling the mistx 
that had hung over the eastern horizon. 
Beautiful and exhilirating was the effect of 
the rainbow hues that shot athwart the 
prospect, gladdening to the heart, and re- 
splendent to the eye. Grand, magnificent, 
sublime, divine loveliness. The rising of the 
sun is more cheering, even as his setting ia 
more grand, more inspiring in its pensive 
glory ; but how beautiful are both, and what 
is there in the majesty of the elements that 
ean outvie tbeir splendour ! 

We found the squatter at the station in 
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his hut, and in bed. However, he bade us 
welcome, rose, and putting a handful of the 
coarse green tea in common use throughout 
the bush, into the large tin pot, prepared for 
breakfast. AH the tea imported into Aus- 
tralia is of a coarge, large-leaved kind: there 
are two qualities of this, but neither are 
equal to those that find their wa; into the 
English or Russian marketi. Our adventure 
was Boon told, and as it was devoid of novelty, 
just as quickly dismissed. After break&st 
we again mounted our horses, and cantered 
away to the northward, across the sunlit 
plain, and into the forest. At first, a few 
reeds and ferns bordered our path, but these 
soon disappeared, and we found ourselves in 
the midst . of charred and fellen trunks — 
striking evidences of the recent ravages of 
bush fires. Of all the rich and charac- 
teristic vegetation that formed the under- 
growth of the forest, two or three weeks 
before, not a trace now remained, save in the 
burnt stems or fronds of the fern tree ; but 
even these, instead of branching out like the 
feathery palm, hung down forlornly from the 
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top of the trunk. Every green shrab had 
been devoured by the flames; on all sides 
were trees of coloaeal dimensions, and pre- 
senting smooth branchless trunks for a hun- 
dred feet or more from the ground ; the 
trunks were charred, bnt their foliaged tops 
had escaped the fiery element, and were still 
green and luxuriant — ofiering a singular con- 
trast to the signs of death and desolation 
beneath. 

The track we had followed, which at 
first was clearly defined and easy, became 
indistinct, and then gradually effaced as we 
advanced. To continue to follow it was 
beyond our power, for it often lay beneath a 
chaos of huge fallen trunks and branches, 
and often it became necessary to make a 
long detour in order to avoid these ; which 
two or three hundred feet in length, would 
here and there arch over a ravine and leave 
a passage beneath. These obstacles having 
been rounded, we had again to seek the old 
track as a clue through the forest; and 
afterwards to discover a spot where by means 
of leaping, climbing, and scrambling the 
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horses might force a passage ; so great was 
the labyrinth. 

What most attracted attention and in- 
terested me, while passing through these 
tangled ruins of vegetation, was the magni- 
ficent growth and size of the trees. Some 
that we roughly measured were from fifty to 
sixty feet in circumference, at a hedght of 
five feet from the ground. From thirty to 
fori:/ feet was about the average girth. Even 
the lightwood tree grew to a height of a 
hundred feet. The larger trees were in 
general hollow near the base, and in some 
cases the interior formed a vast cave. 

The forest wore a somewhat alpine aspect, 
owing to the fir-like straightness of the 
lengthy trunks. Neither the voice of a bird, 
nor the chirp of an insect, sounded through 
these all but lifeless solitudes ; every living 
thing appeared to have perished in the wide- 
spread conflagration. The wind whistled 
moumfiilly through the leafy crowns of the 
standing trees, while occasionally the distant 
crash of a &lling trunk, deep and loud — the 
avalanche of the forest, broke the silence of 
his singular scene of desolation . 
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Onward we toiled ; at length we reached 
a streamlet flowing throngh a channel of soft 
mud. Had the thirsty horses been allowed 
to drink, they would have been hopelessly 
lagged ; but drink they wanted, and drink I 
was determined to let them have if by any 
means I could possibly accomplish the service. 
Accordingly I crept down to the water side, 
took off my hat, filled it from the running 
brook, and retracing my steps succeeded in 
affording the necessary relief. 

After an hour's ride from this point of our 
day's journey, the forest, instead of being 
burnt up, merely showed signs of singeing, 
and very soon we passed the limits of devas- 
tation and entered a green alley, cut through 
the undergrowth and vralled in with the 
most luxuriant vegetation. The effect of the 
transition from the bare lifeless forest to this 
exuberance of vegetable life, was at once 
pleasing and refreshing. Never before did 
moss and lichen appear so exquisitely perfect 
in form and tint. The fern tree extended its 
green and feathery fronds, and contrasted 
with the darker shades of the forest beyond. 
i3 
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Delicate tendrils climbed up into the trees 
and hung from branch to branch. The liquid 
tinff — ting — ting of the bell-bird, the chirrup 
and flutter of parroqaets, and the ebout of the 
laughing jackass, now resoanded on erery 
side, and as we trotted along our jaded steeds 
freshened up, and caught at reeds and ferns, 
and no doubt welcomed the prospect of grass- 
After riding for about four miles through 
these beautiful groves and shrubberies, in 
which huge gum and stringy bark trees 
towered three hundred feet above our beads, 
we emerged into an open valley. The latter we 
traversed, and then followed a long sharp ridge 
which led to another deep delving valley. 
Into this we descended on foot, the horses 
sliding rather than walking down its crumb- 
ling sides as we led them after us. 

In the deep solitudes of this rugged vale 
we found a picturesque streamlet gurgling as 
it went, and in some places overarched by 
fallen trees. After this we crossed a steep 
range, and found another such brook beyond 
it; and again another range, and another 
brook. Here overtaken by night we were com- 
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pelled to cwnp, for to make our way through 
the bush was impossible in the darkness. 

We kindled a fire, and enveloping ourselves 
in oar rugs we lay down beside it, and hungry 
and supperless we sank once more to 
slumber. 

Sleep is ever grateful to the weary, and 
our senses wooed it with delight. 

And thus beneath the silent heaven, and 
in the open wilderness, we were again at 
rest. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



We had been camped just sufficiently long 
to allow of about two bours' sleep when I 
dreamt myself in Phantom-land, and suddenly 
awoke to find that we were surrounded by a 
dusky group of wild men, hooting loudly as 
they seemingly danced around the red embers 
of our fire. I rose with something like a 
start. Was it a vision, or a dream, or reality 1 
For the moment the transition from pro- 
found sleep to my waking senses rendered me 
incapable of deciding, so strange was the 
bewilderment. But it was only for a moment, 
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and then I clearly appreciated my position, 
and aaw that we had merely been disturbed 
by natives. 

The moon shone brightly down from her 
silver throne, and lighted up the landscape 
&r and near with her placid beams, and made 
the dark and moving figures before me stand 
out with wonderful distinctness. 

My companion had been aroused by the 
cries of the aborigines almost at the same 
moment as myself, and we both sprung to 
our feet together. 

There was macb noise and gesticulation, 
much brandishing of spears, alid jumping to 
and fro on the part of our midnight visitors. 
What was to be done? What did they 
want ? Such were the hurried enquiries of 
my companion. I calmed his troubled soul 
by a few words of assurance and consolation. 
He wished himself back at Melbourne. 

I uttered a scrap of the native tongue I 
had picked up elsewhere. Those before me 
evidently foiled in comprehending my mean- 
ing, or even in recognising the sounds. It 
was as I had anticipated — their language was 
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quite different in both formation and sound 
to that of the few tribes I had seen elsewhere. 
Feeling it rather awkward and provoking to 
continue standing, without bringing about 
some interchange of ideas, and being more- 
over myself very desirous of making their 
more familiar acquaintance, I commenced a 
species of active pantomime — such as pointing 
to the fire, and then to themselves, with a 
view of ascertaining where their'a lay, as the 
aborigines always keep their fires burning 
throughout the night. The result was that 
friendly relations were at once established, 
and that we saddled our horses and set out 
together for their mi-mi. The light of the 
moon, which at the time of our camping had ■ 
not risen, was now sufficient to guide us, even 
had we been alone; but with the natives 
leading the way tor us we experienced but 
little difficulty in getting over the ground. 

We had not proceeded far when an open- 
ing in the forest grove disclosed to our expect- 
ant eye's the gleam of fires. The antics of 
our guides told us that there lay their encamp- 
ment. I Was ripe for adventure, and this 
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lapse into the realms of aboriginalism was 
rather gladdeoing to my soul, and pleasant 
excitemeat to my braJo than otherwiee, and 
I hailed the novelty with delight. We 
reached the mi-mi ; fires were gleaming here 
and there to the number of twenty within a 
circuit of a hundred yards, and round these 
fires were squatted the dark forma of men 
and women, unclad, save with the loose folds 
of an opossum rug, and unadorned save with 
a fish or other bone thrust through the carti- 
large of the nose, or the pendulums of the 
ears, and with wilgie and with paint But the 
application of the latter was the most con- 
spicuous feature about them ; some were dis- 
tinguished by white longitudinal lines drawn 
down the legs and arms, with lateral lines of 
similar colour drawn parallel with their ribs> 
and otherwise chalked off so as to resemble 
skeletons, such being the effect sought. 
Others, again, were coloured after the rain- 
bow pattern, and apon whom the whole 
resources of the earths at their command had 
been called into requisition for the purpose of 
making bright and grand. The effect of the 
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red flare of the fires upon these grotesque 
figures was very singular and wild. Wilgie 
is simply oil and tbe fat of animals, with which 
their hair and part of the body were anointed. 
The entire group rose up with a many- 
tongued utterance as they caught sight of us, 
and there was great sensation at once evident 
among their numbers. They gathered round 
us, with spear and boomerang, and while they 
eyed us scrutinizingly they also kept up an 
incessant conversation with those of their 
party who had disturbed and led us thither, 
in which, no doubt, they asked for full par- 
ticulars of their meeting with us, where we 
were found and what we were doing, as well 
' as deliberated upon what it would be best to 
do with us. The novelty of the scene was 
striking. Here we were among the wild 
children of nature in the wild bush at mid- 
night. Judging that the performance of a 
corrobberri would conduce to the general 
hilarity, and drive away suspicion from the 
minds of the natives as to our disposition 
towards them, I suggested such without loss 
of time. The suggestion was received with 
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uproarious manifestations of delight, and the 
dusky throDg began their revels with ringing 
shouts like laughter, and with much leaping 
and agitation of body. I feel that language 
is inadequate to pourtray the scene that fol- 
lowed, and that any description I may pen 
will but coldly, funtly picture to the mind of 
the reader the Tirid and energetic display of 
passion and animation that was presented by 
these abori^nal performers of this night cor- 
robberri of the Australian wilderness ; never- 
theless, I shall draw the outline. The women 
of the tribe retired together into the shades 
of the neighbouring grove, and quickly re- 
appeared and ranged themselves in lines on 
either side of the fires. Suddenly, and with 
a shout— half yell, half song — they com- 
menced dancing ; the singing was meanwhile 
sustained with vigour, and the motions of 
limb were great energy. A patriarchal group 
sat near us beating time on stretched skins; 
the rest of the men had retired into the sombre 
shades of the forest, and were unseen. The 
gesticulations and dance of the women grow 
more violent and rapid as the moments fled. 
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and the performsQce seemed a perfect whirl, 
accompanied by a deafening and exciting 
chorus. Quickly they vanished from before 
ns, but the nmeio was still heard. Just then 
the men, hke spectres, emerged from the dark- 
ness and came forward into the obscure light 
shed by the yet uncherished fires, and joined 
in chorus with the women. As the strange 
figures of the men, with their bodies painted 
gaudily with red, blue, white, and yellow. 
clay, and in such varied ways that no two 
individuals were alike, came forward in mys- 
tic order from the obscurity of the background, 
while the singers and beaters of time were 
invisible, they had a highly theatrical effect. 
The dance was now progressive, the first 
movement being slow, and introduced by two 
performers, the others, men and women,one by 
one joining io, and each imperceptibly warm- 
ing into savage attitudes of almost frenzical 
excitement. The legs were stretched to the 
utmost, the head was turned over one 
shoulder, the eyes glared-and were fixed with 
the fiercest energy all in one direction ; the 
arms were raised, the hands grasping either 
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spears, waddies, boomeranga, or other instru- 
ments. And 80 after a series of evolutions 
too rapid and too wild for description, a 
signal was given by the beaters of time, upon 
which each fire was fed with a handful of dry 
leaves. These instantly blazing op illumined 
the whole scene, revealing the dusky figures 
of the performers, bright and agitated, quiver- 
ing and vibrating, reeling and spinning, with 
admirable effect. 

Again the fires were fed, and the glare 
of the picture was more intense. It would 
have served Martin for a sketch of Pan- 
demonium. The jump now kept time 
with each beat, and at every leap the dancers 
took about six inches to one side, while this 
motion wa? conducted in lines right and lef^. 
The entire tableau was thrilling, grand. The 
dark wild forest scenery around, the brightfire 
light gleaming on thesavageand uncouth figures 
of the men, their naturally dark hue being 
made to look absolutely unearthly by their 
mdely artificial colouring, which also gave 
them an indescribably ghastly and fiendish 
aspect ; their grotesque attitudes, their pecu- 
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liarly etrange and ener^tic contortions and 
movements, together with the inhuman sound 
of their yelling song, mingled with the wild 
and monotonous wail of the wome::, made 
altogether a very near approach to the 
horribly sublime. The excitement produced 
among the actors by this dance was extreme. 
Comparatively listless at first, they were filled 
with sudden energy on joining in it, and 
every nerve was strung to the utmost de- 
gree. Then it was that animation, wild, pic- 
turesque, and thrilling in its theatric inten- 
sity, lived in every movement, every gesture, 
and every cry to which was given a momen- 
tary but vivid existence. The fires for a 
while sustained gradually lowered. The per- 
formance ended by a triumphant flourish of 
many voices, accompanied with a loud tattoo 
beaten on the stretched skins, immediately 
after which there was a simultaneous descent 
to the ground, and a universal squatting of 
men and women round the fires, which were 
again fed, and great was the crackling and 
the blaze, the converse and the glee. 
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The giinyas of the tribe were adjacent to the 
firefi, and primitive indeed was their build — 
their aspect. Some were made of long slen- 
der branches of th^ wattle tree, both ends of 
which were stuck into the ground, so as to 
form an arch about four feet high. These 
were strongly interwoven with wicker-work, 
and the whole covered over with tea tree 
bark, which rendered them impervious to 
rain. Others were made by bending the 
bough of a tree at a certain elevation, from 
the ground, and resting the other end on a 
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forked stick at the opposite side of the arch. 
Over the roof and rear was then placed a, 
thick coating of clay, so as to render the 
tenements impervious to mnd, rain, or heat. 
These huts were about eight feet in width by 
twenty in length, and close to each there was 
a smaller one in which provisions were stored. 
There was also a third kind, and very 
different in shape and substfuice from those 
just described. They were made of strong 
boughs fixed in a circle in the ground, so aa 
to meet in a common centre ; on these was 
laid a thick seam of grass and leaves, and 
over this again a compact coating of clay. 
They measured from eight to ten feet in 
diameter, and were about four and a half feet 
high, the opening into them not being larger 
than was enough to allow of the passage of 
one, and that in a recumbent position ; but 
the natives slid in and out through these 
dog-kennel like holes with marvellous agility 
and apparent ease. The entrances without 
exception failed the north-west. There was 
also a two-storied gunya inhabited by the 
chief of the tribe ; this was formed by foor 



3,q,Z.-3bvGOOglt' 



THE NEW WORLD. 191 

large forked sticks being rammed into the 
ground and supporting cross poles placed in 
their forks, oyer which bark was spread, 
gafficiently strong and spacious for a man 
to lie upon. 

Other sheets of stringy-bark were then 
bent over the platform, and forming an 
arched roof to keep out wet. The dusky 
dwellers in these huts of the wilderness are 
worthy of a passing description, as the repre- 
sentatives of a race which is fast dwindling 
away before the ruthlessly aggressive power 
of civilisation and tlie white man. In stature 
and robustness the men deviated but little ; 
this equality was to be expected as a natural 
consequence of their equality of life, condi- 
tion, and pursuits ; they stood about five feet 
ten high. There was a slight disproportion 
between the upper and the lower region of 
the body, the latter being less muscular and 
seemingly undeveloped, while the length of 
leg was rather in excess of the rule of 
symmetry. They were otherwise distinguished 
by prominent chests, quick and deep set eyes, 
a rapidly retiring forehead, a great enlarge- 
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ment of the frontal sinus, large and dilated 
iiostriU, and a mouth and lips larger, thicker, 
and more protuberant tbao the European, 
though by no means so repulsively excessive 
as in the negro, but more of the Mongolian 
type. Where there was not much depression 
of the head, I found the proportion of brain 
situated behind the ears to be greater than 
usual. The hair appeared to me to be the 
greatest ornament possessed by either sex ; 
it was, in every case, straight, black, and 
glossy ; in the beards of the men it was strong, 
and grew out from the chin without inclining 
downwards, so giving to some of them a look 
of the most bristling ferocity. The women 
ranged from five feet five to five feet seven 
in stature, and were even less beautifril than 
their lords. They, alike with their sisters of 
all such nations, were used and looked upon as 
drudges and vassals, rather than companions. 
These women were never known to have had 
more than one child at a birth, nor more than 
four during their life time. Some of them 
wore necklaces made of the teeth of the 
kangaroo, the bones of the wombat, the 
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wallabi, or other auimals, the beaks and dried 
feet of water birds, and such like relics of the 
chase. , 

In carrying their young children they some- 
times hold them in skins thrown over their 
shoulders ; but in general they simply throw 
the child over the shoulder, holding it by one 
leg and allowing the head to hang down at 
the back. I observed that the first joint of 
the little finger of the left hand had been 
amputated among the men ; and this is done in 
the case of every male at the stage of puberty, 
by virtue of long custom, after which cere- 
mony the individual operated upon is at 
liberty to choose for, and take to himself a 
wife, either from among the daughters of 
his own tribe, if there be one to spare, or 
from those of a neighbouring one, if the case 
be otherwise. 

The gi-gi, or spears which they used, were 
chiefly made from the flower-stem of the 
grass tree, and were about nine feet long ; 
when thrown they are inserted in and cast 
from a short stick called the mero, and are 
capable of being directed with precision in a 

VOL. I. K 
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flight of two huiidred yards. The boomerang, 
another of their commonly ased weapons, in 
shape resembled a thin crescent. It was flat, 
and of hard wood, tempered by fire. When 
thrown it touched the ground at a dis- 
tance of two or three feet from the object of 
um, and then rebounded violently ; and this is 
Qflually with fatal effect, the blowbeingdirected 
against some living object; should it miss 
that at which it was thrown it recoils back to 
the thrower with the same rapid rotatory 
Telocity with which it was impelled. When 
throwing the spear or boomerang the men 
were extremely adroit and flexible in thar 
motions, and in attitude just as graceful. 

The principal articles of food with these peo- 
ple consisted of the flesh of the jerboa, a small 
burrowing animal, ditto of the wallabi, the 
dipus, the talpero, the wombat, the waJlum, 
the opossum, the wallooroo, the anaboroo, 
and kangaroo; after these come the yuUo — a 
small yellow snake, the laabka — a grub deli- 
cacy, the talagalla or native tnrkey, as well as 
Inrdfl in general, and as much guia, or fish, as 
they could catch in the rivers. The emu was 
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eaten when young, and obtainable ; but emus 
were, they signified with mournful expression, 
becoming very scarce, even as were their 
people. 

The principal vegetables upon which they 
depended were allamurr, an underground, 
potato-like tuber ; and dingowa, the fern-root, 
together with the tender shoots of the rha- 
godia, and the native oat; but a variety 
of other roots and fruits, as also seeds which 
were ground between stones, and then made 
into cakes, and baked, were to be met with. 

I may here mention that no feature is more 
conspicuous among the aborigines of Australia 
than their great diversity of speech. Un- 
doubtedly the great proportion of these 
varieties are to be classed as mere dialects, 
the branches of a primary stock, which have 
deviated more or less widely from their 
common original, and from one another, 
according to various accidents in con- 
nection with the variety of intercourse pre- 
vailing among the respective sections of the 
whole community. Every tribe has its own 
peculiar dialect or language, unknown in the 
k2 
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majority of -cases beyond its own people and 
district ; and this diversity in form of speech 
has ever been an insurmountable barrier 
against the union and friendship of the 
various tribes. 

It has been remarked as a singular 
circumstance, that occasionally the dialects 
6f remotely separated tribes have a close 
approximation to one another, while thosp 
of adjacent localities are mutually unintel- 
ligible to each other. It is supposed that 
the island was ori^nally peopled by a branch 
of the family of Cuth, which emigrated to 
the eastward from the first settlement of the 
human race after the Deluge, and in the very 
infancy of the post-diluvian world. 

The light of morning was fast breaking 
above the eastern horizon ere the revels were 
done and the feasting was over, for reader, 
the corrobborri was followed by the roasting 
of a kangaroo and much beside, and the tail 
of the kangaroo was selected for us as a 
special dainty. We did not scruple to par- 
take of the preferred hospitalities of our new 
friends, and we ate of the kangaroo's tail ac- 
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cordingly, using at our own suggestion a fig- 
lea^ or one much resembling such, in lieu of 
a ptate ; hut this the aborigines considered 
quite superfluous, and made a joke of it. 

I had, previous to leaving Melbourne, in- 
dulged in kangaroo-tail soup, which was 
there much esteemed, and much I liked it ; 
the roasted appendage of that animal under 
the present circumstances vras consequently 
thrice welcome, for we had, as I have before 
made known, gone to sleep supperless, and 
were therefore none the less hungry when we 
were aroused by the wild denizens of the wild- 
erness, who uttered their war-cry so ringingly 
in our ears as there we lay, two lost and 
kinely travellers, overtaken by darkness and 
fatigue. The morning light, I have said, was 
&8t creeping over the landscape, and the 
revels were not yet done. My companion 
had looked forward to being eaten by this 
time. 

*' We must begone," said I to him after the 
feasting was over, " for the wild men wish to 
retire to their gunyas ; and we to continue 
on our journey." 
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The horses had been left grassiug at a short 
remove, and almost within sight, and the 
dusky throng were somewhat scattered, some, 
and the majority, squatted round the fires 
like ourselves, others were wandering about, 
and passing in and out of their gun jas. 

The stars were still shining through the 
grey sky of the dawn. We rose from our 
seat on a log of wood, and intimated by 
signs that we were about to depart. They 
wished us to linger, and pointed to the gun- 
yas in which we might slumber and abide; 
we disregarded their entreaties, and set off 
to look after our horses. The multitude 
followed in our track, leaping and shouting as 
they went, and bursting with yet greater 
merriment on the first sight of the horses; 
for, on the back of the nearest three natives 
were scrambling, one of which was a woman, 
while the other was bounding across the plain 
a mile or more away, with about the same 
number clinging to him. This was fine 
sport, no doubt, for the equestrians, bat not 
exactly the sort of amusement our sufficiently 
wearied horses were likely to be disposed for ; 
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80 we used our best endeavoure in relieving 
them of their numerous riders, hj pulling the 
latter off the horse nearest ue, and waiting 
the return of the other one, in order to have 
the satisfaction of repeating the ceremony. 
This was accomplished after the lapse of 
about twenty minutes, when we mounted and 
rode off amid the shouts of the entire tribe, 
and a scampering crowd of agile young run- 
ners, who accompanied us for nearly a mile. 
After this they turned back, and in all pro- 
bability went to bed, and that at a more 
advanced hour than was usual with them, 
although the natives of Australia are no- 
torious for sitting up half the night long; 
hence their astronomical knowledge, which 
is very keen. 

The circumstance of their indulging in a 
siesta during the extreme heat of the day 
enables them to dispense with the same 
amount of sleep that would be otherwise 
requisite at night ; while their easy mode of 
life, involving under ordinary circumstances 
but little fatigue of body, and none whatever 
of brain, renders a very few hours only. 
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passed in a state of somnolency, amply suffi- 
cient to recruit themselves for the laboora of 
each successive day. 

We were away — galloping across the land- 
scape in the rising light of morning towards 
— our dog-cart. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



It was not till past sunset that, after the 
most arduous of travel, we reached the home- 
stead where we had left the article men- 
tioned at the end of the last chapter, and we 
arrived as fagged and jaded as were our 
horses. We met with the usual bush 
welcome ; and having slept .the night away 
on a pair of comfortable stretchers, we 
set out on the day following for Mel- 
bourne. We put up at a roadside inn that 
night, and on the afternoon of the day after- 
wards drove leisurely into the metropolis. 
k3 
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Such is the rapid stimmary of eTents which, 
as their like has been already degcribed, I 
shall not repeat in detail. 

I was again at the hotel. One day, about 
a week afler this, a rather melancholy man, 
aiL unusual phenomenon in Australia, made 
bis- appearance at the dinner table. 1 felt 
an interest in him from the first moment 
of seeing him ; his manner was calm and 
reserved, but beyond this there seemed a 
depression of spirits not easily accounted "for, 
and the cause of which was evidently deep 
hidden in the heart ; and mayhap sacred. 
I felt no prying curiosity, but I sympathised 
with the man ; he looked grief-worn I thought; 
he seemed to need consolation, but I knew 
that I could afford him none. Still there 
he was, and what was the cause of that gloom 
everyone tried to guess — for it became a sub- 
ject of remark,— but no one could tell. He 
had just arrived from Geelong, and was to 
return again shortly, that was all that was 
known ; no one cared to know much more ; 
but, nevertheless, that did not do away with 
the impression of his mournfulness of visage 
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and the melancholy stupor into which he 
appeared to be plunged, and which hung 
over his brow like a pall of darkness. 

Accident at length threw ub together. I 
found him one evening alone in one of 
the public rooms. He was reclining upon 
a sofa, with his hands clasped and resting 
upon his forehead ; near him sat a little black 
dog, his constant companion. I entered into 
conversation witli him, and invited him, the 
evening being warm, to come and join me 
over a bottle of claret in my room adjoining. 
He complied. We talked till nearly mid- 
night, and here is the sum of his story. I 
leave him nameless, and by nothing more than 
his name and what is here printed could I 
identify him, so that I am doing no injustice. 
On the day following he left the hotel, and I 
have neither seen nor heard aught of him 
since. Poor fellow, may happiness and pros- 
perity have since attended him ! 

"It is a melancholy fact," spoke the 
stranger, "but I cannot pass it even now 
without experiencing a sudden pang, which I 
can neither describe nor suppress. Some- 
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times a strange fascination that is irresistible 
draws me towards it, and then a vague, wild, 
irrational hope posseses me, which I am un- 
able to justify, and which mocks me upon re- 
flection. I am haunted continually by the 
consciousness of a belief, foolish and Tisionary 
X own it to be, that she is not dead, and that 
some startling shock may awaken me from 
this prolonged and awful dream. You don't 
know the cottage ; OTen if you did, it would 
be in your eyes a mere unsightly fabric ; but 
to me it is the silent witness and inseparable 
associate of a trag;ic history." 

I looked with an expression of wondering 
interest. 

He continued,—" You smile in doubt and 
compassion. I confess that those two weather 
boarded rooms constitute but a narrow stage, 
and supply sorry scenery for a tragedy ; but 
terrible dramas have ere now been acted 
within even narrower limits." 

" Yes," said I, " such was the case last 
week, when an Irishman shot his mate in a 
tent at Beadigo." 

" I wish that you had known her, for all 
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who did know her — even casual acquaint- 
anceB — seemed to be made aware of some- 
thing higher and better, more kindly* 
cheerful, genial, and gentle in the nature 
of our species than they had ever recognised 
before." 

It was evident that my companion was in 
love with his subject. 

"We had been married only ten months 
when my resolution was taken to come out 
here. I have siace discovered how sanguine, 
ardent, and vehemently impulsive and prer 
cipitate I was in forming and carrying out 
the determination to resign a moderate com- 
petence for the equivocal promise of sudden 
wealth ; but alas, have I not bitterly atoned 
for my rashness ? 

" Emily would have followed me to Iceland 
or Japan as readily, as uncomplainingly, and 
with as little hesitation as she accompanied me 
hither. With her the tenderness of affection 
derived a character of sacredoess from its 
alliance with the principle of duty. Ah ! I 
remember as though it were but an hour ago, 
standing upon deck and watching the last 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



206 A PANOBAHA OF 

glimmer of coast, — of English land upon the 
horizon. To me the separation was produc- 
tive of no pain, and bore with it no sorrow ; 
but home and family, early iriendBhips and 
endearing associations, were divorced from the 
partner of my lot by that vanishing gleam of 
white cliff. All the woman mefaed into her 
eyes, which, for a few seconds, brimmed with 
tears, and then dried up before the cheerful ' 
sunlight of her smile as she laid her little 
hand in mine, and turning her face seaward, 
said : — 

*' ' We shall find a new England, Henry, 
where we are going, and a new home, and a 
happy one if I can make it so to you ; and I 
shall never, dear, repine at the change.' 

" She never did, throughout the long and 
weary voyage, with all its miseries and priva- 
tions ; she was always the same brave, cheer- 
ful, loving, and uncomplaining wife. 

" There was on board a young widow, who 
appeared, from her manner and conversation, 
to have been well and delicately brought up. 
Her only child, a little boy, whose winning, 
face and ringing laugh, quaint efforts at 
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speech, and light open manner, had rendered 
him a general favourite, sickened in the 
tropics, and wasted visibly aTvay. 

"The mother was almost hopeless and 
helpless in her grief, when Emilj took upon 
herself to nurse him. We were becalmed 
for twelve days, during which our vessel lay 

" Aa idle as s punted ship apoa a paicled ocean." 

" The water looked like molten metal, and 
quivered in the unclouded blaze of the fierce 
and vertical sun, and beneath a mighty vault 
of unrufRed blue so clear that the eye almost 
ached in surveying its vastness. Diuing these 
twelve days the life of the child was fastly on 
the wane; and all this time Emily tended 
him with an assiduity and tender solicitude 
that never flagged. And when the film of 
death gathered upon the eyes of that wasted 
child, and the last feeble, scarce audible moan 
had broken through the foam which gathered 
upon Ms livid lips, she turned all her care 
upon the bereaved mother, and was as earnest 
and aifectionate in consoling sorrow as she 
had been unremitting in alleviating suffering. 
After the burial — after the rude wooden box 
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which held all that was mortal of her dead 
child had slid into the ocean with a plash — 
bad sunk until it diminished to a mere white 
speck, and then disappeared for evermore io 
those mysterious depths, the widow seemed 
to be incapable of rest apart from Emily. 
She would creep to her side like a child ; and 
her wan &ce had become bo connected in 
my mind with the little ottoman upon which 
she used to seat herself beside her comforter, 
that when I saw that piece of furniture in a 
broker's shop the other day a sort of spectral 
image of the widow rose up before me. 

" It was in the month of June, and mid- 
winter, that we arrived in Hobson's Bay; 
and we landed on a very raw day somewhere 
near the site of the present Queen's Wharf, 
and when the sky was dark with flying scud, 
and the roads and streets were knee-deep in 
mud. I had encumbered myself with lug- 
gage, and here found that the mere cost of 
removing it to a store would make a serious 
inroad upon my slender stock of ready mon^. 
Piling my chests and trunks into as compact 
a heap as was practicable, and wrapping all 
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my loose coats and cloaks about her, I left 
tty wife seated forlornly on one of the pack- 
ages while I went in search of shelter. 

"It is impossible for me to describe the 
dreadful sense of strangeness and isolation 
that I felt as I traversed the muddy streets 
of Melbourne. A spirit of restlessness almost 
amounting to frenzy seemed to actuate every 
one that I met. Those who were not drunk 
with excitement appeared to be so with 
liquor. Such an assemblage of wolfish eyes 
and hard cunning mouths I had never seen 
before. To the inquiries I made for lodgings 
I received either a surly repulse, or was 
asked sums bo exorbitant that I felt more 
scared and dispirited than before. 

" After more than two hours spent in this 
fruitless quest, and after procuring some bread 
and meat, for which I paid five shillings, I 
returned to Emily and the whar^ and declared 
my determination of adopting the course 
already followed by several fellow-pas-sengers 
of becoming the huckster of my own trunks 
in Rag Fair. The resolution was soon carried 
into effect, and I was no less startled at my 
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own success as a. salesman than by the pre* 
posterous prices -which were readily offered 
by the motley crowd for almost every article 
I had for sale. It seemed to me a novel com- 
mencement of my Australian career, for 
Emily to be seated upon a box which con- 
tained our reserve stock, eating an alfresco 
meal of no very choice description, while I 
was busily engaged in selling my wardrobe, 
my books, and nearly every other worldly 
possession. However, the profits were ample, 
and the riddance was good, so that I rather, 
relished the style of thing than otherwise." 

I could quite sympathise with him as to the 
inconvenience arising from the possession of 
much luggage, when I remembered the 
trouble and expense which my own caused 
me on the occasion of mi/ entry into 
Melbourne. 

"The last item for sale having been dis- 
posed of, as well as the trunks which had 
contained these valued trifles, I shouldered 
the residuary box just as darkness was gather- 
ing around us, and with a purse somewhat 
heavier, and a heart correspondingly lighter 
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than upon my first landing, I directed my steps 
eastward, pausing now and again to afford 
Emily the advantage of a rest, as we took 
our seats on the box; and to confer with her 
respecting our future movements." 

I followed my companion in his sketch 
with a clear appreciation of its every point, 
and DO lack of interest. 

" We were both so wearied," he resumed, 
"and halted so often upon the road, that 
night had closed in before we reached a strag- 
gling suburb, of which I did not even know 
the name, but which I soon ascertained was 
the lower part of Richmond." 

" You had a long walk," I observed, " and 
not being exactly an elephant, you doubtless 
found your trank very much in the vray." 

The seriousness of his manner was almost 
disturbed by this remark about carrying his 
trunk, but he resumed his narrative vnthout 
comment. 

" I at once commenced a persevering search 
and enquiry for some place of shelter for the 
night. We passed one or two public-houses, 
but they appeared to be alive and overflowing 
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with guests, and the atmosphere of the bar 
in each case was so heavy with tohacco smoke 
and the poison of oaths, that both my wife and 
I recoiled to the outer edge of the glare of 
light projected from the open doors, and crept 
almost stealthily along the opposite side of 
the road. After many fruitless endeavours 
and enquiries, answered in terms that took 
the widest possible range from kindness to 
brutality, we succeeded in finding a vacant 
room in a small iron cottage, occupied by an 
elderly Scotchwoman, and with whom we 
agreed to pay three pounds a week for the 
accommodation. 

"Our hostess, as I divined from the 
bleached colour of her hands and the corru- 
gation of the skin, was a laundress. She was 
realising a handsome income by washing 
linen at twelve shillings a dozen, while her 
husband was at the diggings. She was 
masculine in size, masculine in voice, and 
masculine in manner. I remember nothing 
about her, however, half so distinctly as the 
large high cheek-bones, that assumed a 
repulsive prominency owing to a sort of 
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archipelago of red freckles wbich there clus- 
tered upoD the yellowish sea of her skin. 

"Towards Emit; she assumed a manner 
that was partly patronising— partly sympathis- 
ing. It was patronising by reason of her 
own conscious superiority in point of size and 
muscle; and it was sympathising because 
Emily's gentle manner, drooping condition, 
and exhausted strength, were capable of 
extorting sympathy from a much harsher 
woman than even that bony Scotchwoman. 
It seemed to be a singular contradiction that, 
notwithstanding the pride which the latter 
took in belonging to the labouring class and 
in her own capacity to labour, she was equally 
proud of her descent, and the noble Highland 
chieftains with whom she was connected by 
a chi^n of relationship which I could not suc- 
ceed in following out. 

" We remained tenants of the small room in 
her small house for a fortnight, daring which 
time the burden of her conversation with my 
wife was the uselessness of fine ladies in a 
colony like this — the affection which her hus- 
band, at the diggings, had for herself, 
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mountain dew, and hard work — her glorious 
ancestry, and the lucrativeness of * washing.' 
She was an intolerant, bigoted womaa in 
her religious views. She was a Presby- 
terian, and the strength of her animosity 
towards the Christians of every other de- 
nomination was as wicked as it was dis- 
gustiog. She was a canting, ranting old 
jade of the conventional type, and appeared 
to be as fervid in her devotions every morning 
aad evening as she was in her denuncia- 
tions of every one not of the Scotch kirk, 
and whom she condemned to everlasting 
cinders. The chief utility of the future world, 
with her, appeared to be to supply a place of 
punishment to those who held theological 
tenets differing to her own. She grew warm, 
and her grey eyes gleamed, whenever she 
spoke of the bale fires of eternity ; and she 
really believed in the future existence of real 
fires, such as made her kettle sing, in which 
these supposed sinners, furnished with fire- 
proof bodies, were to be continually stirred 
by the old gentleman and herself." 

" What a very remarkable old woman," I 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



THE NEW WORLD. 215 

observed, " to look forward to such a close 
acquaintance with his Satanic Majesty." 

" She was not naturally revengeful and 
implacable, but her vindictiveness was the 
product of a portion of her belief operating 
upon a narrow and prejudiced mind. She 
would have thought it an act of profanity to 
open any kind of secular book upon a Sunday, 
but nevertheless would, on that day, give us 
a minute and scandalous account of the vices 
and misdeeds of her neighbours in Scotland, 
her fellow-passengers on shipboard, and such 
of her neighbours in her then residence as she 
was acquainted with. 

" I told her that by statistical report the 
Scotch, nationally, were the most drunken 
and unchaste people in the civilised world ; 
bat she did not thank me for the information. 
I was not idle during the fortnight in the 
iron house. I worked for two days in a stone 
qnany, preparing metal for the roads, in 
comjttny with a barrister, a surgeon, and 
several of the most ill-tongued ruffians that 
ever escaped from a penal settlement. I 
earned fifteen shillings another day by working 
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at the wharf. I dug a drain for a dairyman in 
Richmond Fiat, my fellow-workmen being a 
giadaateof Cambridgeand the son of abaronet. 

" I found that for every employment for 
which I was fitted, and which woald have 
been congenial to me, the host of competitors 
was BO great that there was but little chance 
of my immediate success, and even if other- 
wise no prize would be gained. 

" I therefore detemiined on proceeding to 
the diggings; first of all securing a small 
cottage, which Emily oould occupy with some 
comfort to herself during my absence, and 
without being subjected to the tongue-torture 
of the Scotch waBherwomaa. 

" We obtained possession of a two-roomed, 
weather-boarded habitation, situated in Col- 
lingwood Flat ; and paid sixteen pounds — a 
month's rent in advance— for the accommo- 
dation. Emily at once applied herself to fur- 
nishing it. Extraodinarily dear as everything 
was, our stock and decorations were necessarily 
of a humble character, and the inventory of 
our worldly possessions could have been very 
readily compiled. Nevertheless, by a thou- 
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sand little contrivances, she succeeded in 
giving an air of comfort to our new abode, 
and in making me feel a sense of home the 
moment I had crossed its threshold. 

*' There was a look of grace, of taste, of 
fitness, of order, and of harmony in the selec- 
tion and arrangement of that scanty furniture, 
and in atl the adjuncts of our scanty dwelling. 

" So when I sallied forth for Mount 
Alexander, with a light purse, a heavy kit 
across my shoulder, and a multitude of 
anxious, loving injunctions and cheering 
prophecies from Emily to gladden and speed 
me on my way, I comforted myself with the 
reflection that she, at least, was secure in the 
shelter of a roof— that want could not over- 
take her for weeks to come — and that if for- 
tune fiivoured me I would " 

Here my companion paused in his narra- 
tive, and appeared to be labouring under a 
sudden sense of suffocation. He resumed : 

'* I don't know what castles in the air I did 
not build upon the foundation of hope. It 
is unnecessary to relate with minuteness bow 
I sped at the digging^. The freedom, the 

VOL. I. I. 
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novelty, and the excitement of the life at first 
delighted me, as much as at last its monotony 
vearied me. X associated myself with three 
* mates,' and we had to contend with and lace 
the usual vicissitudes of a diggei^s life. 

" One of my party was a young Irishman. 
Warm-hearted, genial, impuisive, and unsel- 
fish, he was the spirit of the group ; and when 
another of the four, a huge, coarse-featured, 
coarse-tongued Yorkahireman, fell ill, he — by 
profession a surgeon — tended him with such 
care and watchful solicitude, and with such 
an almost feminine fehougbtfalness, that the 
sinewy giant, soft^i^ into childish sabmis- 
siveness, after his recovery looked up to 
the restorer of his health with something as 
akin to a feeling of reverence as the rugged 
fellow's nature was capable of. When we 
gathered round our fire outside the tent in 
the eveiiing, with our pannikins o^ tea, 
we engaged in conversation, and the young 
surgeon never failed to enliven us with his 
cheerful flow of talk. 

" But enough of this ; I am wandering from 
my theme. 
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** My'Ietters to Emily during the first three 
weeks conveyed no tidings of very decided 
success ; but in the end blind chance favoured 
us more than strenuous toil. 

" We bought a hole for two ounces of dust 
which those who ori^nally sunk it had 
determined upon abandoning as a shicer,* 
and a blow of the pick against one of the 
sddes revealed to ourastonished gazeone of the 
great nuggets that were just then so common. 
Two or three similar ones were found near 
it, and this lucky accident enriched us by six 
hundred pounds apiece. 

" My first impulse was to return to Mel- 
bourne and the cottage. I had heard nothing 
of my wife since leaving her, but this was 
no matter for surprise when the disorganised 
condition of the postal arrangements was 
taken into conraderation. Still it was only 
natural that I should, feel some uneasiness 
and much anxiety on her account, and find- 
ing some casual acquaintances about to set out 
on foot to Melbourne, I at once joined them. 
We were three days upon the road, and 

* tTuprodnctive— « bluik, 

L 2 
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the journey having been undertaken during 
one of thoBe bright and balmy intervals which 
checquer the winter season, we camped out 
at night. 

"As I sat watching the fantastic effects of 
the flickering fire-light upon the faces of my 
sleeping companions, or engaged in building 
up glowing architectural lantasieB in the 
changeful embers, or striving to penetrate the 
darkness that enclosed us, I am conscious 
of having iallen into more pleasant reveries 
than had visited my mind since I was a 
dreamy boy, and as all these were occupied 
with scenes and events of which Emily was 
the central figure, they seemed to intensify 
the anxiety I felt concerning her. 

" I lived two lives while I sat wakefully 
peering into the ruddy blaze of the camp fire ; 
and the life of memory appeared the more 
real, actual, and vivid of the two. I indulged 
in a sort of heavenly retrospection. I re- 
entered the village church where upon the 
Ghristmas morning I had first seen her. 
There, although the frost had been silently 
at work during the night, and the rime gUt- 
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tered upon the grass, and the roads gave back 
a clear ringing echo to the hoof, the cheerful 
sunlight shone warmly through the southern 
windows, and defined the arched outline of 
the porch very sharply on the sunken pave- 
ment of the church floor. I am sure I tried 
to keep my mind from wandering from the 
old familiar services of the day, and in that 
I failed completely. First, the sunshine 
glancing through a two-light window which 
pierced the chancel wall, fell directly athwart 
the ^es of a row ,of domestics opposite, and 
it was impossible not to notice the regular 
intermissions of their breath. Then I specu- 
lated as to which of those rosy cheeked school- 
girls, so happy in the transitory glory of new 
bonnets and purple ribands, were the caro! 
singers, to the piping of whose voices I had 
listened on the previous eve. Then there 
was the quaint little pulpit niched in a comer, 
and so near the chancel arch that I was 
fearful lest a burst of animation should im- 
peril the safety of the preacher's head. There 
was also a gallery (with texts of scripture in 
flourishing characters upon the panels), in 
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which the village ehoir was ranged, and 
having a hand-organ in the rear; and the 
village clerk in spectacles, with one eye only, 
and a grizzled head, and a most elastic and 
expansive month, who led the singing, and 
who, by virtue of his office, read the responses 
from a prayer book of imposing magnitnde. 
Then there was a lively boy who pnmped the 
breath into the organ's lungs, and who elily 
indulged in making faces with a visible relish 
for the occupation ; upon se&og which, a 
small chorister, whose blue eyes were very 
prone to laughter, eouM not refrain therefrom, 
and laughed accordingly, but was solemnly 
chidden for the olfencd by an austere man 
occupying one of the neighbouring seats. 
Then I remembered how the face had flashed 
upon me which ruled my destiny." 
' I felt all my own recollections of a village 
church rise up before me as be spoke. 

" Yes," he continued, " I remembered how 
I sat brooding over its girlish beauty, its 
tender grace, its loveliness (all the more 
delightful because its possessor was wholly 
unconscious of its inefl&ble charms), and, aa I 
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gazed, I discovered in every ciurved line a 
faultless trait, and in tlie heart and soul 
which spoke in soft serenity from the eyes, 
something to reverence as well as love. I 
know that I am laying open a sacred subject 
to your view, and that we are strangers 
to each other, bat we can often say with 
pleasure to those who know us least what we 
should never reveal to those who know us 
well." 

I assured him of the respect in which I 
held his theme, and he proceeded. 

"We reached Melbourne a little after 
sunset, and, separating from my companions, 
I hastened homewards. I caught sight of the 
cottage. My heart beat quicker with my 
pace as I saw the light streaming from the 
window of our little sitting room. I observed 
the shadow of its inmate pass across the 
blind. I halted for a moment, to consider 
whether I .should startle her by a sudden 
appearance or by humming some old favourite 
melody to warn her of my approach. I stood 
indulging in the pleasure of anticipating the 
look of glad surprise which would beam from 
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her face, the fond talk of her flatteriDg voice, 
and even the silken touch of her soft dark 
hair as her bead would nestle against my 
cheek. Shall I confess to you, that my eyes 
brimmed with happy tears as I strode hastily 
up to the door, and opened it with a trem- 
bling hand ?" 

Here my companion paused, and uttered a 
deep sigh. 

" Could I have mistaken the house ? No^ 
for the room, its form and fittings, were as 
femiliar to me as my own hand. A drunken 
Irisliwoman with a black eye, and her exas- 
perated husband, who, evidently in a passion, 
and with clenched hands as if he were about 
to repeat a blow already struck, together 
with a ferocious bull-terrier, whose fierce bark 
his master silenced by a brutal kick, were 
the present inmates of the room. They were 
evidently as much surprised at my intrusion 
as I was at what I at first supposed to be 
their's. I was sickened with the sudden dis- 
appointment. X stammered out an incoherent 
apology, and enquired, with an awfiil pre- 
sentiment of evil, making my heart cold, as 
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the drops trickled down my forehead, whither 
my wife had gone — my Emily." 

Here the speaker was almost overcome by 
his owD emotion. 

" God help rae ! my very life seemed hang- 
ing on their answer ; if it would only contra- 
dict my forebodings, I felt that I could have 
fallen on ray knees and implored a fervent 
blessing on those present ; but alas ! the 
answer crushed, withered, dismayed me. 
She was dead and buried — dead, and buried. 
This was all, but the woman who had nursed 
her, and who lired on the 'flat,' could tell 
me all aboirt it. I am conscious of having 
grasped at the door-post to prevent my sink- 
ing to the ground ; of the tipsy Irishwoman 
reeling towards me, and oflTering me some 
ineffectual help and maudlin sympathy; of 
my waving her off in a sort of speechless 
paroxysm of mental agony; of staggering 
rather than walking for some little distance, 
until Z sank down in a state of helpless, 
hopeless, and almost delirious despair; and 
of sitting in a trance or stupor of grief for 
hours, with now and then a lucid interval, 
L 3 
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during which I clung with the energy of 
desperation to the hope and belief that it was 
all a dream, and that Bonrise wonld dis^pate 
the horrible spectrum which haunted my 
brain. I must have fallen asleep towards 
morning, for a rude shake of the shoulder 
from a passer-by, recalled me to consciousness, 
and instantly restored me to the painful coq< 
"viction of my overwhelming loss. In the 
anguish of my soul, I imagined that a great 
change had passed over the face of every 
object that I saw. The morning sua seemed 
to me to shine with a fierce malignant glare ; 
the earth I trod was hard and obdurate ; and 
the faces of the people I met wore a rigid 
and pitiless aspect In the desolation of my 
spirit, I passionately craved for some look or 
word of tenderness, for some sign of sympathy 
however small, to mitigate the insupportable 
sense of desolation, privation, and hopeless- 
ness which weighed upon me like a mountain 
in a dream. Grief had subdued my mind to 
the helplessness and feebleness of childhood, 
and I felt a very longing after death. By 
force of incessant enquiries, pursued with a 
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desperate tenacity of purpose, I found out the 
abode of the nurse, or I should say the room 
she had lately occupied, and which was still 
tenanted by a woman who also had attended 
Emily in her last illness^-a ferer. The nurse, 
who had gone away, had appropriated the 
whole of my wife's trinket^ money, and 
such articles of drees as she valued. I list- 
ened to the repulsive story of the womait 
with the stupid resignation of despair, and I 
sat oD a box moaning and swaying to and iro, 
and ft strange fascination oompelled me to 
listen to a narrative that only served to make 
my mental sofferings more intense. I learned 
from the woman every particular concerning 
the last hours of Emily's life — the hope she 
clung to, that I would return before she died, 
and other incidents which death has invested 
with a saoredness which enjoins silence. I 
begged to be shown her grave, and the woman 
consented to accompany me to the cemetery, 
on conditioQ that I remunerated her for the 
loss of time it would occasion. When we 
arrived there she could not indicate the spot, 
for it was indistinguishable. Numerous newly 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



228 A PANORAMA OF 

made graves had been formed, and filled in 
that quarter of tbe burying ground, and the 
8oU had been trampled on, levelled, and in- 
dented by 80 many feet that the very out- 
lines of the graves were no longer visible. 
No solemnising associations seemed to con- 
nect themselves with the, to me, baUowed 
ground. I felt sad mid weary, and sat down 
on a mound of earth, and the woman went 
her way, and I found myself alone, and I 
then shed the bitter tears of heartfelt 
sorrow, and mourned the loss of the guiding 
star of my existence ; of her whom I 
had prized and cherished more than my- 
self and all beside, and whom in memory 
I idolize, although I live in solitude — in 
darkness." 

So ended the painful, the gloomy narrative 
of one who, in his own outward person, bore 
evidence of that desolation and unhappinese 
which pervaded his soul. I sympathised with 
him from my heart. I took him by the hand 
and breathed words of comfort and consola^ 
tion into his ear, and endeavoured to cheer 
him and buoy up hia spirit against tbe 
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weight with which he was oppressed, and 
I bade him good night, and went to bed 
and dreamed that I was a disconsolate 
widower sitting on a mound in a graveyard — 
weeping. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Mr friend the surgeon having, as the reader 
is aware, been disappointed in bis anticipated 
alliance with the being he had wooed during the 
Tojagetlaid himself out for matrimony without 
loss of time. He wanted money, he wanted 
connection, he wanted a companion, and a 
home. So with the realisation of this pros- 
pect in view he went about as much as 
possible in search of the united objects of 
practice and a wife. Ladies at this time 
were scarce in Melbourne, so exceedingly 
scarce indeed that in the majority of cases the 
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gentletnen had to go without them, and live 
as solitary bachelors. But still there were 
ladies, and single ladies, and disengaged ones 
too, and what was more, ladies as anxious to 
embrace the married state as were numerous 
of the stronger sex; tdthough they mostly 
laboured under the misfortune of being very 
much shut up and hidden from the general 
gaze in the homes of their fathers, or within 
the unapproachable precincts of a boarding 
school. "Where there's a will there's a 
way," however, and as a surgeon the pro- 
fession of the wife-seeker was greatly in his 
favor, and aided him considerably in pashing 
his way in that delicate direction. 

I ^ill not trouble the reader to wade 
through the details of eighteen months, but 
will sum up the items, and brieSy tell how 
the doctor found a wife, and what became of 
them afterwards. 

The doctor, I will ciJl him Pills for brevity, 
made it bis particular business to attend every 
tea meeting, and such pther gathering that 
took place, whether in a vestry room or 
elsewhere, as well as every class meeting at 
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a certain church in Swanston Street, that he 
made a point of attending regularly, and of 
arranging to be called out towards the end of 
the service just as irregularly. In addition 
to these attendances, he put his name down 
for one hundred pounds in aid of the church 
building fund, for the sake of seeing bis name 
in print as a donor of so majestic a sum ; 
the circumstance of giving vehich would excite 
talk among the congregation, and make him 
known. And that was exactly what he 
wanted. 

His notoriety, if he could only get it; his 
philanthropy, if he could only make it appear 
as such; his ample means, if he could onlymake 
believe that he was so possessed, would all 
tend to enrich him, to magnify his worth, to 
gain him a wife, and, as a matter of coarse, 
give him the choice of one with money. 
This vras the play, the policy of the man. 
At present he was without money, hut by these 
arts he commanded credit sufficient to live 
for a short time without its aid, for his practice 
vraa as yet a thing which had brought him 
some half dozen guineas only. 
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Now it 80 happened, that on one Wednes- 
day evening, while present at a tea meeting 
held in the school room appertaining to the 
church in Swanston Street, the doctor was 
asked to pass an ink hottle, in order that 
somebody might write something connected 
with the school and the meeting, and that while 
engaged in the performance of that service he 
diverted the contents of the said bottle in a 
sudden stream over the dress of a certain 
lady sitting near. The dress was light in 
colour, and the ink contrasted woefully with 
the surface on which Pills in his awkwardness 
had scattered it. But as the most unlooked- 
for events occasionally arise, and from sources 
whence they least are expected, so this unfor- 
tanate upset of the ink bottle led to what 
was least expected ; it led to the doctor 
proposing to, and marrying the wearer of the 
bespattered garment. The mode of operation 
was simple, but quite as efficacious as if the 
machinery employed had been more com- 
; it was economical, too, as may be 



The lady, although by no means a girl. 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



234 A PAKOEAMA OF 

seeiDg that she was in her thirty-first year, 
lived at a boarding school in Collins Street^ 
kept by two old maids, and whose house was 
notorioos for having the outer shutters, which 
were paiated green and of the meat-safe 
pattern, kept closed both by day and ni^t, as 
if to render the seclusion of the inmates the 
more complete, which there is no doubt it 
most efectually did. There was no peeping 
out of windows, no nods of recognition there ; 
and when the pupils went, or rather were 
taken out, for the fresh air, they were inarched 
in double file, and headed by one or both of 
the wrinkled spinsters in command, who 
guarded and inspected the rank with a seTerity 
of eye which inspired anything but love in 
the minds of the more youthful vir^ns — the 
boarders. Fills, notwithstanding his know- 
ledge of the rigid discipline of the school, 
promised the lady boarder in question that he 
would call on the next morning with some 
stuff, by the application of which he would 
remove the ink stains. And call he accord- 
ingly did at the house with the closed shutters. 
His presence in the lobby aroused the whole 
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house. The old spiosters, who knew him both 
bj sight and by name, imagined for the moment 
that he had come to make love to them ; bat 

the definite enquiry for Miss , and the 

regard which he subseqoently manifested on 
her account, as well as the pertinacious man- 
ner in which he used the sponge and bottle 
which be had brought with him in en- 
deavouring to remove the ink inflicted stains 
of the previous night, tended to dispel the 
somewhat romantic vision they had at first 

conjured up to themselves ; and Doctor 

as be was called, took his departure, leaving 
jealously in the camp. 

Three months after this, the surgeon and 
the owner of the damaged drees were married 
by special license, at the church in Swanston 
Street, and a breakfast on a sumptuous scale 
was served on the occasion, at the house of 
the bridegroom, which had just been taken 
on lease at a rental of seven hundred a year, 
and furnished re^rdless of all expense. 
Everything was ordered, but nothing paid 
for. Such was the system, the only one 
indeed that Pills could go upon, for his 
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practice was insignificant; and had it not 
been for hia habit of borrowing, he would 
liave been unable to find himself in pocket 
money. Nevertheless, he boasted of the 
value and extent of his practice, the money 
due, and the remittances expected. He 
had been assailed by duns from the first 
month after his arrival in the colony, but he 
put them all off on the ground of his future 
marriage, and the money he was thereby to 
become possessed of. He bought a brougham 
and a ptur of horses, and provided the servants 
at the new abode with livery. 

The breakfest passed off well : the bride 
beamed with apparent joy and gratification at 
being freed from the restraints of the board- 
ing school, and the newly-wedded pair drove 
off to the pleasant suburb of St. Kilda, where 
the honeymoon was spent. Then followed the 
return to town and the At Homes ; and after 
those came the duns — distressing sequence. 
There was the bill for the supply of the wed- 
ding breakfast, £150, prominent among the 
dozens from other sources. 

Pills referred them all to liis wife's 
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brother for payment ; the latter, however, a 
commissioD agent in the city, was in high 
dudgeon in consequence, as he had mach 
disapproved of his sister's alliance, and had 
refused to attend the wedding breakfast, 
or even to speak to either of the contracting 
parties ; and he therefore now dismissed the 
creditors in wrath, and with the intimation 
that he would never pay them a Bhilling. 
This was a rather unfortunate circumstance 
for the bridegroom, as he had no doubt cal- 
culated upon the brother coming forward 
liberally on the occasion. The fact was, that 
these two individuals were respectively taken 
in by each other. The gentleman thought 
the lady had money, and the lady thought the 
gentleman had money ; but as ill-luck decreed, 
neither had any, so that the result was as 
might have been expected. 

Six months passed away, during which 
time the harassed professor of surgery suc- 
ceeded, by a system of borrowing from his 
friends, in keeping his creditors and the 
bailiff at bay, and the furniture and effects in 
lliB house, the horses and brougham excepted. 
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which had been reclaimed in default of pay- 
ment by their oripnal owner. . When Pilla 
found his credit as a straightforward borrower 
utterly exhausted, he adopted the plan of 
filling up checks on a' certain bank, where he 
had a balance of a few shillings only to his 
credit, and calling npon any one with whom 
he was acquainted, either professionally or 
otherwise, for the purpose of getting them 
changed, the time adopted for these visits 
being either after bank hours in the evening 
or before such in the moming, which afforded 
him a good excuse for troubling a private 
party. This, however, hurried on the catas- 
trophe, and exposed him to the risk of 
criminal prosecution. He also executed bills 
of sale, of the same house furniture, in favour 
of several distinct persons, in some cases for 
the purpose of staying proceedings on the 
part of a clamorous creditor, in otbers for the 
purpose of effecting terms. 

Then came, within seven months after the 
wedding day, a simultaneous rush of bailiffs, 
and these entered into possession.' The on- 
fortunate practitioner now deemed it vrise to 
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absent himself from the indigoant eyes of his 
creditors; so he took lodging in Colling- 
wood — an adjacent suburb— for himself and 
wife. 

Before leaving, however, he succeeded in 
sending away a considerable stock of portable 
articles, and almost suflBcient to furnish tfaeir 
new abode ; and this while the bailiffs in 
charge were lying drunk on the spoils of the 
wine cellar. However, these eflfects were 
missed by the auctioneer instructed to sell, 
aDd a speedy hunt for the abstracted chattels 
took place, which resulted in their discovery 
and their being brought back to the place 
from whence they were taken. 

I deeply pitied the wife, who vras evidently 
soon destined to become a mother, in having 
her home thus soon broken up after her tri- 
umphal and seemingly jubilant entry into the 
marriage state. Still there is nothing bad 
that might not be worse ; she had consolation 
so far. 

Pills by this time had alienated all his 
friends, owing to the deceitful manner ia 
which he had dealt with them, and people 
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laughed over his downfall, and ridiculed his 
recent ostentation. Such is the world. I am 
not condemning the man for being unsuc- 
cessful in his career. He acted an extravagant 
part, without the means of sustaining it ; but 
he chose it as the best for . himself. He 
looked forward to his wife's dowry and a 
profitable practice as his reward, and the disr 
appointment in both respects defeated him. 
He might well have apostrophised money as 
the root of all evil. There was no law of 
imprisonment for debt, save by writ of capias, 
granted on the creditors' making oath that the 
debtor was about to leave the colony, so that 
he was pretty sure of his liberty, he therefore 
endeavoured to beat up a practice among the 
dwellers in tents on CoUingwood Flat; but 
the field was already occupied, and there was 
little or nothing to be made. I sympathised 
with him in his distress. 

, By a very great effort he established him- 
self, after Sitting about from house to house, 
and suburb to suburb, in a very large new 
unftimished house, commanding a full view 
of the Melbourne jail. Difficulties attended 
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him, however, at every step. He had no 
practice, and not a shilling, unless he hor- 
rowed it in a friendly way ; the check-chang- 
ing was too dangerous to be again attempted. 
His wife was on the verge of the event prog- 
nosticated, when they took up their abode in 
the big, lonely, newly-built house, odorous of 
damp walls and the painter's brash. Theyhad 
positively neither food, nor luggage, nor fur- 
niture, nor servant on the day of their 
removal, for they had just, left a place where 
they had contracted a debt and. exhausted 
their credit, and been refused delivery of their 
boxes, and the unfortunate couple had not 
a shilling between them. This was very 
melancholy ; but the fact of absolute distress 
was not made known to any one till after- 
wards, when pecuniary assistance was obtained, 
which enabled them to continue on in the 
house alluded to, the object of Pills in taking 
such a large one being to take in boarders. 
The intention, however, was an ill-directed 
one under the circumstances. A portion of 
the house was at once scantily furnished, but 
in the meanest manner imaginable, eo that it 

VOL. I. M 
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was far more calculated to repel than to allure 
boarders. Nevertheless, an advertiBement 
or two brought a few partial oues to the 
house, consisting of shopmen engaged in the 
neighbourhood. The wife gave birth to a 
daughter, which lingered through a pitiful 
existence for a few days only. There was a 
probability of the mother following quickly in 
its wake, as there she lay, weak and de- 
lirious, unsurrounded by the comforts that 
were moet needful, and ministered to by 
an unpaid hireling who cared not for the 
&te that might await her. There was but 
one servant that could be properly bo called 
in the house, and she was an old virago, as 
callous as she was withered and offensive. 
This old woman had a daughter about 
eight years of age living in the bouse with 
her, and assisting her in the performance 
of her duties ; and about this time (while the 
child lay dead in the house), after being only 
a few days in the service of Pills, during 
which time she had been very abusive, she 
made an accusation against the latter, her 
eiuployer, who had, with some assistance. 
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just succeeded in ejecting her in consequence 
of her disorderly conduct and demand for 
wages. The accusation was that he had 
robbed her of fifty pounds — had taken that 
amount in sovereigns from the trunk in her 
bedroom while ^e was out ; she had left 
the little girl in the room when she left, after 
which Pills entered it, turned the girl out, 
and sent her down stairs, while he himself 
locked the door of the room and commenced 
ransacking the trunk. He was given in 
'charge and taken to the police office, where 
he was committed for trial, but liberated on 
hail a few hours afterwards. The bereaved 
father had now the paintiil duty of arranging 
for the bunal of the infant ; the mother was 
still in a dangerous state, and to add to 
the gloominess of the house, one of the 
lodgers was also in a critical state of illness, 
BO much so that Pills, who was at once his 
landlord and medical attendant, held out the 
certain prospect of his funeral to the under- 
taker, with whom he contracted, as an extra 
inducement for the latter to ailord bin! some 
desired fecilities. The lodger, howeter, 
^ M 2 
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recovered in spite of his doctor, and the 
undertaker felt so much disappointment in 
consequence, that he upbraided Pills, and 
immediately served him with a coimtj court 
summons for t^e expenses of the child's 
interment. This was, without doubt, a mean 
and heartless incident, that merited much 
indignation and contempt on the part of the 
patient, to whom it soon afterwards trans- 
pired. The trial came on at the Supreme 
Court in a few days after the committal, but 
notwithstanding a good deal of hard swearing 
on the part of the prosecutrix, and proof 
being addaced that she had onl}' a few days 
previous to that of the alleged theft with- 
drawn the sum of fifty pounds from the 
Melbourne Savings Bank for the purpose 
of proceeding to England, a verdict of not 
guilty was returned. 

A few weeks after this, the house opposite 
the jail, which had never been furnished save 
with the scanty supply of stretchers, and a few 
chairs and a table, had to be vacated, the 
rent being overdue, credit exhausted, and a 
bailiff in possession. 
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I he&rd nothing more of the husband or the 
wife for some months, and then I discovered 
that the latter was an inmate of the Yarra 
Bend Lunatic Asylum, while the unsuc- 
cessful surgeon had disappeared altogether 
from Melbourae, where be was not again 
heard of during the time of my stay in 
the colony. I have since ascertained that 
she, the wife, died in the asylum referred 
to, hut of Pills no tiding has been beard. 
Thus was the tie broken by death which had 
bound these people together in matrimony. 
This was one of the dark shadows of colonial 
life, of which I was personally a witness, and 
presented another saddening instance, veri- 
fying the proverb, that " money is the root 
of all evil." I could have shed a tear of 
sjrmpathy for the wife, of pity and com- 
passion for her unhappy fate; hut while 
regretting the want of success attendant 
upon the medical career of the other, I could 
not but reproach him for the mal-admioistra- 
tion which consigned the more helpless one 
to a melancholy condition and a rapid end — 
to homelessness, to iDsanity, to death. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Melboubnb at this time was a den of ioiqiiit^, 
the hive of a stonej-hearted people, whose 
Taunted civilisation was a mere accnmulation 
of vices. There was neither brotherhood, nor 
charity, nor generosity, nor virtue to be found 
actuating the sordid multitude — animals of a 
base exiBteace.that thronged thecity. All wor- 
shipped Mammon, and Mammon was their 
gnd ; selfishness was disgustingly universal 
among all save the diggers ; " Take care of 
number one," was the guiding rule of action, 
and whether this was done by trampling upon 
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the rights of another mattered but little ; so 
that the end was accomplished, the means 
were seldom or never questioned. To falsify, 
to cheat, to take a mean advantage of, and 
act the rascal or the traitor, so that it brought 
money into the pockets of the victimiser, was 
considered "quite colonial ;" and that was the 
familiar term employed todesignateanyplunder 
not of an absolutely criminal character. There 
was little, indeed, of "the milfc of human 
kindness" in the breaste of the people of 
Melbourne at this stage of colonial growth. 
There was an absence of refined thought, of 
lofty aims, of nobility of character; instinct 
took the place of intellect ; every man was 
more or less a groveller in the midst of 
trivial pursuits, and alone actuated by the 
hope of gain, 

The whole colony swarmed with petty 
traffickers in merchandise, who in their tastes 
were essentially of the earth — earthy. More- 
over, they were nearly all dnmkards, and 
thousands of them would as readily have 
been cut-throats had they been assured of 
immunity and gold. There was neither relish 
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nor opportunity for the perasal or cnltivation 
of literature ; wliilG woman, -whoae influence 
is usually of a civilising character, was here 
often found as much debased as the blas- 
phemers whose vices she participated in. All 
this was very melancholy ; the picture pre-, 
sented was as degrading to humanity as it 
was revolting to the sober eye of the moralist. 
And yet, lamentable to relate, although noto- 
rious enough, when I glance to the old world, 
to England' — to the very heart of its metro- 
polis, I meet with the same element, only in 
a more subdued form, rife among the great 
body of society. Even the same rude vices 
are to be found more or less contaminating the 
lower multitade ; while the cold and stoney- 
hearted, the mean, the selfish, the perfidious, and 
the cruel, constitute the swelling majority. Yet 
we boast of our civilisation, our religion, oar 
philanthropy, and of our Christian charity, 
which in its dispensation is about the most 
uncharitable thing on earth. Here too we 
have an accumulation of evils everywhere 
present, sometimes more refined in shape 
than they were in the great south land, but 
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in tbeir nature equally despicable, and often 
arising from sources as iniqaitously vile. 

Before the close of the year, I took 
up my abode at the marine suburb of St. 
Kilda, in a cottage which I bought for the 
purpose. It was beautifully situated in a 
sequestered spot, and surrounded by gardens. 
The purchase -money was twelve hundred 
pounds, half cash down and the balance by 
bill at six months. Here I endeavoured to 
make myself happy, and to do the thing in 
style. I soon lapsed into extravagant ex- 
penditure. The circumstance of my living 
out of town, induced me to add an additional 
horse and a dog-cart to my keep; while 
my loneliness of location led me to attract 
companions, by a series of bachelor dinners. 
For about five months I kept open house 
for everybody ; at the end of which time my 
wine merchant's bill was, to speak colloquially, 
something fearful, while my general expend- 
iture was at the rate of four thousand 
a year. However, I was very indifferent to 
cost so long as my means held out, aod the 
dinners were good. I had just received five 
u 3 
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thousand pouuds, beqaeathed to me' by m; 
mother, and by nature being anything bat a 
screw, I pursued quite an opposite coarse to 
that which my Scotch fiiend, Sandy Suther- 
land, would have done under the circum- 
stances, and enjoyed myself. But after the 
lapse of six months, finding the distance irom 
town inconvenient for winter travel, I sold 
the cottage, and discharged the butler and 
cook, transferring the page and housemaid to 
a cottage which I rented at Collingwood. I 
soon afterwards, for the sake of convenience 
and society, took a room at five guineas 
a week, at a large private boarding bouse in 
the town. It was the most fesbionable, as 
well as the best establishment of the kind in 
Melbourne, and occupied a most inviting and 
picturesque position, surrounded by gardens 
extending from Flinders Lane towards the 
banks of the Yarra Yarra, and commanding 
the view of an extensive sweep of country, 
bounded by the forest of Richmond on one 
side, and the magnificent bay of Port Phillip 
on the other, while in front wound the ever- 
flowing river. 
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The house in question had been built by 
a wealtliy settler, antecedent to the gold 
discoveries, and when land was cheap. Hence 
the extent of the garden in which it stood. 
It was let to its present tenant at a rental 
of twelve hundred pounds per annum. The 
inmates of this boarding-bouse were various 
in kind, as indeed the inmates of such houses 
usually are, wherever they be. To begin 
with the landlord ; he was a small made man, 
about fifty-eight years of age, of highly 
domesticated habits, with a wrinkled face 
and a glass eye. This misfortune of being 
one-eyed induced, on all occasions, a one- 
sided look, so that when he was reading a 
paper, on which occasions be invariably used 
an eye-glasB, or carving a joint, he turned one 
side of his face downwards, and fixed his 
eye upon the object in a very bird-like man. 
ner indeed. He was a man of unmistakeably 
small mind, unambitious in character, and 
delighting in trivial pursuits. He was light 
and active, and particularly addicted to 
quarrelling with his servants whenever he 
saw them. He engaged himself almost 
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solely in promoting the interests of the 
house, and made it his parUcular- business to 
hunt about the premises in the cause of order 
and neatness. He would stoop to pick up 
a piece of rag, or chip, or coal, or any thing 
obnoxious to his eye, and conrey them 
severally to the dust-bin. If he saw a broom 
or an empty bottle, or aught beside out of 
its place, he would wax wroth, and fretful, 
and call aloud for one of the domestics to 
come and remove it. He was one of the 
fidgetty order of mankind, and grew inwardly 
savage when be lost at cards. The people, 
on the whole, were of a higher order here 
than were those at the boarding-bouse already 
sketched, but then the colony and the town 
had made rapid strides since the time of my 
arrival, and society altogether was in a much 
improved state. House accommodation was 
comparatively abundant, although expensive. 
European and American carriages and 
servants in livery were beginning to make 
their appearance ; and, as a sign of the times. 
Canvas Town, which had become the nest of 
thieves, was cleared off the face of the earth. 
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A railway was on the point of being opened 
between Melbourne and WilliamstowD, 
shortly to be extended to the heads ; and 
following the example of the Great Exhibi- 
tion of 'Fifty-one, an exhibition building was 
in process of rapid construction, in which the 
art and produce of the colony was to be 
exhibited. However, to tbe boarding-house. 
Scraps, the landlord, who was said to have 
once been a banker at Bath, had a wife of 
about his own size and weight, and, her sex 
excepted, of pretty much the same appear- 
ance ; he had also two sons and four daugh- 
ters in the colony, but of these only one son 
aad three daughters were with him at the 
time I added one to his list of twenty-three 
boarders. . The absent son was trying his 
fortune at the diggings, and the absent 
daughter was married to a trader who had 
gone to live at Sydney. Of the three 
daughters here living two were marriageable, 
and moreover, already engaged ; one, a beauti- 
ful girl, to a gentleman in the civil service, 
worth eight hundred a year, and who was of 
course a hoarder ; and the other and elder 
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one, to a storekeeper at the gold iields, and 
who had been a boarder. The son had not 
yet reached the stage of puberty, and was 
made useful in the -wine cellar, and other- 
wise attending to the interests of the house. 

There was a Pole, and an impudent, ill- 
mannered one too, in the house, who had been 
recently tried for arson, but who was acquitted 
for want of evidence, but about whose guilt 
no moral doubt was entertained. However, 
it was a common thing about this time for a 
trader in difficulties to effect heavy insur- 
ances upon his stock and premises, and then 
to set fire to them. There was also a buxom 
widow, " fat, feir, and forty," who had only 
arrived in the colony a few weeks before, 
but who had, nevertheless, already engaged 
herself to a listless individual who, because 
be had an hereditary independence, was a 
do-nothing. The widow was accompanied 
by her son, seven years old only, the heir to 
an immense Australian estate, which years 
before had been bought cheaply, but which 
was now of great value. 

The listless gentleman imagined, in the 
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first instance, that she was the owner of the 
property, and so attached himself to her ; but 
when he discovered that she had only a life- 
interest in the rental of this magnificent, 
property, he dissolved the engagement, and 
skulked out of the house, and very soon 
afterwards back to England, for he found 
that Australia was not the place for him. 

Three shilliag loo, or equally limited vingt- 
un playing was the order of the evening. 
The ladies invariably complained of their 
losses, and it was seldom that anybody con- 
fessed to having won. Nevertheless, the 
Pole, who had set fire to his warehouse, 
earned on an average, five pounds a week 
by his nightly fingering the cards ; and 
a bony, hungry-looking Scotchman — a 
merchant — waxed continually wroth because, 
with all his caution, lie could only make 
half that sum. I won a bet of five pounds 
from the latter personage, which he has 
□ever had the honour to pay; the same 
individual invited me to dine at a hotel with 
him, and on the account being presented 
after the meal — the amount was twenty-five 
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shillings — he eyed it, and looking at the 
waiter, said — 

" Then, that's twelve and sixpence I have 
to give you ;" evidently implying that the 
expense was to be divided between us, 
although he had eaten and drunk about twice 
as much as I had myself. This was economy 
with a vengeance, and so unlike anything 
that I had before seen practised, and so 
abhorrent to my own feelings, that I cut his 
acquaintance sa the most lucre-souled indi- 
vidual I had ever known. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



"The old coIoDists' dinner" was a great 
event, that I must not omit to mention ; for 
on the occasion of that meeting at dinner 
the old colonists distinguished themselves 
amazingly. Men of not less than three 
years' standing in the colony only were ad- 
mitted, and the price of the tickets was 
three guineas each. His Excellency Charles 
, Joseph La Trobe drove up to the door of the 
Criterion Hotel in his dog-cart, and headed 
the assembly at six o'clock on the appointed 
day. They were what was styled a scrubby 
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lot that sat down to demolish their three 
guineas' worth of meat and drink on that 
memorable evening. There was niuch more 
of the mere animal than of intelligence 
appertaining to their looks, and indeed to 
their whole existence. They formed a 
coarse, awkward, unlettered, and ill-dressed 
group, as there, uneasy in their new clothes, 
and fetters of starch, they commenced the 
attack upon the dinner. Even the presence 
of the Governor did not tend to moderate 
the rude appetites of these vulgar " old 
chums," and they drank to intoxication by 
the dozen, even before the dessert made its 
appearance. Then were toasts proposed in 
thick voices, and responded to in utterance 
still more thick, while sounds of drunken 
clamour filled the room. The Governor here 
took his departure. Then stood up the 
wealthiest squatter in the colony, and strove 
to gain a hearing, but in vain, for the noise 
of many as drunken as himself drowned 
his ejaculations ; then waging impatient and 
more excited, he rose still higher, and 
planted his boots where he had just been 
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sitting, and loudly harangued the assembly. 
Then those sitting near him pulled at the 
legs of his lower gannent, while a hundred 
others vociferonaly shouted at him, while 
some in their drunkenness stood up and 
hurrahed. Then etruck out the squatter with 
his legs and with his arms, and clambering 
on to the table made a circuit which cleared 
it of its neighbouring contents. Down went 
the decanters, and the Swiss houses, and the 
pyramids, and the other fanciful decorations, 
and the glasses and the dishes — all fiew about 
in disorder, and were smashed, while floods 
of the finest vintages rolled along the table 
and the floor, and great was the uproar. 
Vainly his fellow guests endeavoured to pull 
the squatter off the table ; he would not 
yield ; crash after crash went the decanters, 
dishes, and glasses, and over toppled the 
pyramids, reeling and spinning as they went, 
while the squatter's knees were made wet 
.with wine, and his boots were covered with 
blanc mange. Louder grew the clamour ; 
other guests jumped upon the table, and 
pursued the wealthy squatter dovm the 
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table, while tbe sounds of breakage grated 
still more harshly upon the ear. It was an 
exaggeration of the scene of the bull in the 
china shop, when in rushed the proprietor 
of the hotel, followed by a detachment of 
waiters, who, seizing the squatter and his 
followers by the legs, pulled them off tbe 
table at all risks, the occasion being dis- 
tinguished by another smash of glass and 
upsetting of wine, and a Babel of thick 
and incoherent voices. Men laughed, and 
shouted, and hurrahed, and carsed, and 
hiccupped in indescribable confusion, while 
aome policemen, who had been specially 
stationed outside the hotel to keep order and 
protect these old chams, entered the dining 
saloon and took charge of the richest squatter 
in Victoria as the leader of the revolt, and 
led him away to the police court, where on the 
following morning he was fined five pounds 
and costs by the Mayor of Melbourne, who 
was also an old chum, and who had been a 
witness of the dance along the table. And 
so ended the great dinner — the old chum 
gathering at the Criterion. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 



In the Australian mid-winter of 'Fifty-four, 
tbat is in our midsummer, the respected 
Governor of the colony, having previously 
intimated his resignation of the o£Bce, held 
his iarewell levee previous to his departure 
for England. 

I repaired with the crowd to Government 
House, to avail myself of the last opportunity 
that would be afforded of paying a tribute of 
respect to one whose retirement from the 
government I, alike with many, sincerely 
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Both in his capacity as a governor and a 
gentleman, his magaanimity and courteous- 
nees were universally known, while his 
disinterested generosity and kindness of 
heart, as manifested in private life, were uni- 
versally acknowledged. It is beyond my 
province to here enter into the causes of his 
unpopularity on the part of the leading news- 
paper of the city, whose advertisement, headed 
— "Wanted, a Governor," I have already 
alluded to ; suffice it to say, that the defects of 
the entire service were laid to his account by 
this savage organ of the daily press, which made 
a trade of attacking the Governor, for the 
sake of courting popularity among the digging 
population. 

ITiere was the same, or even greater, 
amount of starch, new clothes, and awkward- 
ness, among the colonists assembled in the 
courtyard fronting Government House, on this 
the morning of the levee, as had been previ- 
ously displayed at the great dinner gathering. 
The absence of good taste in the selection 
and mode of wearing attire was conspicuous. 
There was a mixture of summer and winter 
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garb, and odd aad ill-matched colours, and a 
stifihess of the wearers thereof as if they were 
on their good behaviour, which by no means 
tended to enhance the natural elegance of the 
individuals collected. As soon as the doors were 
thrown open, there was a rush made up the 
stairs towards the chamber of audience ; so, 
taking my place in the crowd, I followed it to 
where his Excellency's aide-de-camp was en- 
gaged in announcing the names of those nextin 
order of preaeatation, as their cards, or their 
names on slips of paper, were handed to him. 

Most of these individuals, being unaccus- 
tomed to study grace of attitude, or yet to 
make a bow, wriggled, or hobbled, or bobbed, 
or crept through the viceregal apartment, 
with a genuine awkwardness which was some- 
times ludicrous. There stood the Governor, 
with several of the heads of departments in 
attendance on either side. I bowed and 
passed through, and that was my last sight of 
Charles Joseph La Trobe, Esquire. 

Immediately after the levee, he drove to 
Sandridge, and, accompanied by many of 
his friends, embarked on board the appointed 
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Steamer, and was quickly borne away, amid 
the regrets of the maltitude. 

A melancholy accident attended the return 
of some of the officials who had gone as far 
as the ship with him. The boat in which 
several of them Bailed capsized, and one 
of their number was drowned. 

Mr. John Vesey Fitzgerald Foster, lately 
Colonial Secretary, now held the viceregal 
reins of o68ce, pending the arrival of the late 
Governor's successor. Sir Charles Hotham. 
Nobody knew anything about Sir Charles 
Hotham, but the love of novelty induced a 
great stir, as the phrase goes, on his account. 
The colonists made preparations for giving 
him a public reception, and about the time of 
the expected arrival of the steamer in which 
he was known to have embarked, the excite* 
ment became very great, and people talked 
of little else than the coming man. 

However, contrary winds kept the steamer 
back, and the excitement flagged a little, but 
only to be renewed with even greater intensity 
on the announcement that the looked-for 
vessel was steaming up the bay. All 
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Melbourne, which had already been more or 
less decorated for the occasion, was quickly 
decked out io festive array, and banners were 
hoisted, and devices constructed, bearing some 
motto of compliment and welcome such as 
" Victoria hails Victoria's choice ;" while the 
great triumphal archway over Prince's Bridge 
(spanning the Yarra Yarra,) was loaded with 
the emblems of welcome and good-will on the 
part of a rejoicing people towards their 
goTemor-elect, an hitherto obscure indi- 
vidual, whose performances had been limited 
to a methodical routine on board a ship, and 
whose public career had never extended 
beyond the quturter-deck. 

The arrival of this steamer and this gentle- 
man taking place at night, the landing of the 
aagust one was postponed until the next 
morning. 

In the meantime Melbourne may be said 
to have kept awake, and to have refrained 
from its usually sober custom of going to bed. 
Tlie day of the reception was proclumed an 
universal holiday. Government offices, banks, 
and shops were all alike closed ; and from an 

voir I. N 
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early hour in the moming crowds were weod- 
ing their vsy along the streets, and concen- 
trating along the line of route appointed for 
. the procession. 

This continued till about noon, when the 
multitude formed into dense masses on either 
side o]r the streets, and on balconies, and roofs, 
and in windows, and the excitement was 
high, and jubilant looked the throng. Then 
was heard the expectant gun which announced 
the landing at Sandridge Pier, and great sen- 
sation prevailed ; and men's hearts, — yes, and 
women's too — beat quicker as the signal 
boomed faintly along their ranks, and a 
sudden silence supervened, which as suddenly 
gave place to a buzzing of voices, while 
equestrians of the most indifferent order 
pranced about, as if intoxicated with glee 
and with emotion. 

The procession was now on its way ; every- 
body knew of it, and everybody anxiously 
awaited its appearance within sight. 

The snspense grew deeper with the flight 
of every moment, and the people of Melbourne 
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longed, yearned, ahnmt gasped to see, to hail 
their governor. 

On the botise tops and aiong the streets, 
frdm the balconies and out of the windows, 
amid evergreens, and rose^ and banDers, and 
strange devices, the people of Melbourne 
cast their longing gaze upon the procession 
as it turned out of Swanston Street iato 
Colhns Street, while the cheers of thousands 
were borne swiftly on the air to the multi- 
tudes assembled beyond, and to where I 
occupied a place on th» roof of the Union 
Bank. 

The procession, a mounted one, moved at 
a quick walking pace, and at last the event- 
fal moment arrived when the Grovemor, a 
small, bald-headed man, on horseback, passed 
before my eye^ bowing stifly as he went 
amid the loud hurrahing of a rejoicing people. 
The town clerif, seated in great pomp 
in an open carriage, was aho bowing 
his acknowledgements, thinking no doubt 
that some of the cheers were meant for 
him, and hundreds mistook bim for' tiie 
Gov^nor; bat many a langh from the 
n2 
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lipB of those who recognised him rung also 
in his ears. 

Turning into Lonsdale Street, past the 
Qneen'sTheatj«, the procession was soon at its 
destination — Goremment House— where an 
immense assemblage awuted the object of 
Victoria's choice, and where he was enthusias- 
iic^y received on all sides. 

In a fev minutes after his arrival he ap^ 
peared at one of the windows, and addressed 
a few simple words of thanks for the kind 
reception that had been awarded him ; then 
he bowed again, and disappeared. People 
had looked forward to a magnificent speech, 
and the reporters were present in a strong 
body, but they saved their paper. 

Afber this. His Excellency having been 
sworn in, he was driven to the residence— 
Toorak — that had been provided for him, and 
where a superb dinner was served. 

Of the subsequent career of this man I 
shall say but little. By his excessive mean- 
ness and would-be tyranny, he made himself 
universally obnoxious. His first act was to 
overiiaul his own residence, and every thing 
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appertaining to it, and to question its cost, 
as also the cost of the dinner which had been 
prepared on the day of his arrival, and which 
he considered to have displayed a wanton 
e^rtravagance that be could by no means 
tolerate. ' On coming to the item — a turkey, 
£5 — be was wroth, and after repeating the 
name of the bird and the amount of its cost 
several times over, he uttered a reproach, 
and strictly forbade the entry of another 
turkey into the house. He sent furniture 
back to the upholsterers, and discharged ser- 
vants, and introduced colonial ale instead of 
champagne at his dinners, and at a certain 
memorable public ball that be gave. He 
visited the diggings, and promised the dig- 
gers an abolition of the license tax, and on 
his return to Melbourne imposed still more 
severe and obnoxious regulations in the col- 
lection of the licensefee than they had been ex- 
asperated by before, and by so doing he incited 
them to rebellion in which many lives were 
lost — the military having been dispatched to 
qnell them, when a plentiful exchange of 
shots took place. 
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Following up the same rule in the public 

senrice that he had adopted with reguil to 
his own private establishment, he reduced the 
number of officials in the various departments 
to the number of more than a hnndred ; he 
also reduced the salaries of those that re- 
mained to but little m(»e than half what they 
had been previously in receipt of, and by bo 
doing impaired the functions of the various 
departments, to the public detriment, as well 
as the sacricSce of his own popnlarity. 

His unpopularity became greater as tame 
wore on, till he found himself utterly pros- 
trated by its influence. He was unal^le to 
form a ministry, and he died. 

It would have been better ibr him bad he 
never become Governor of Victoria. He vas 
not fitted for the office. He was a well-mean- 
ing but grievously mistaken man, and he died 
the victim of his own web, fw if ever a man 
was killed by his own public acts and offices 
Sir Charles Hotham was. He fell a sacri- 
fice to his own misdirected labours, and thou- 
sands followed him to the grave, and pitied, 
and regretted his end, while gloom pervaded 
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society for 6&ja afterwards. AU the savage 
and relentless Tituperation with which he had 
been assailed was hushed in the cold presence 
of death ; and the Commander of the Forces 
took bis place in the administration of affairs 
till the arrival of his saccessor, Sir Edward 
Barkly, formerly Governor of Jamaica. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



The Exhibition boilding, which I hare befbie 
alluded to, was opened with much ceremony 
by the Goveraor and a fashionable assembly 
on the 17th of October, 1854. It was now 
complete, and presented a magnificent ap- 
pearance, as surmounted with colours and 
flashing in the sunlight, its crj'stal portals 
were, thrown open to the multitude eager to 
behold its beanties and its wonders. It ^ros 
built chiefly of glass with iron ribs, and in 
shape was a parallelogram, with projections at 
either end and a fine portico at the western 
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extremity, and presented a showy and impos- 
ing appearance. There was a &ir exhibition 
of native productions, artistic, mechanical, 
mineral, and agricultural ; and the building 
and its collection did credit to the colony. 
This' place henceforward became a favourite 
rendezvous; the single ticket was charged 
half-a-crown, but hundreds took out season 
tickets. Evening Concerts, usually sacred, 
in which the works of the best composers 
only were introduced were here given ; and 
what with the splendid organ fitted in the 
building, and the assistance of the members 
of the Philharmonic Society, these were made 
to afford universal satisfaction, and that was 
quite as much as was required. 

Soon after this the colony was distin- 
guished by the arrival of a batch of profes- 
sors appointed to the Melbourne University, 
the foundation stone of which had been laid 
oy Sir Charles Hotham on the 3rd of July 
of the same year. A similar ceremony of 
handling the trowel took place subsequently 
with respect to the Melbourne Library in 
Swanston Street, which is now open to the 
N 3 
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public, with a splendid collection of books 
within its walle. About the eame time the 
Melbonnie rifle corps (volunteer) astonished 
the natives by their practice on Emerald Hill, 
and the formidable appearance of several 
great guns of the regiment, as seen with all 
the trappings of war, on the ladies' ade of 
Collins Street. Also about the same time 
the Queen's Arcade, extending Irom Little 
Bourke Street to Lonsdale Street, was opened 
to the public. It bad a length of three hun- 
dred and sixty feet by a breadth of thirty- 
three feet, and was lined on either side with 
shops. It had a roof of thick glass and 
corrugated iron, and two lofty shops flanked 
either side of the main entrance in Lonsdale 
Street. A ball was given in its interior on 
the nigbt before the opening, which was well 
attended, the people being greedy after any- 
thing to which music, dancing, or eating 
appertained, and it became a place of great 
resort for the first few weeks after its open- 
ing; but being so far north, and away from 
the great centre of traffic, it was less fre- 
quented, and its shops less patronised as time 
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wore on ; however, as the city extends in 
that direction, it will be more supported. 

Now too flooriBhed the Salle de Valentino, 
a promenade concert room and bal masque 
theatre, situated at the top of Bourke Street. 
Of course I am appealing to those who know 
the town, when I speak of the top of Bourke ■ 
Street, as the general reader will know as 
little, or perhaps much less, of the top of 
Bourke Street as of the top of Mont Blanc 
or Vesuvius. Adjoining the Salle was " Ast- 
ley's," a newly-built circus and equestrian 
theatre, where the clown and the conjurors 
were even greater sources of attraction than 
the performaaces of the horses. 

Later in the year Miss Catherine Hayes 
arrived, and sung to the delight of the people 
and the enrichment of her own exchequer. 
G. V. Brooke, the tragedian, followed soon 
afterwards, and great was the sensation his 
impersonations produced. Braid's assembly 
rooms, where dancing took place on three 
evenings in the week, closed about this time, 
and in its stead theTerpsichorean Hall opened 
in Collins Street 
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Mj ennmeration is too suggestive of ao 
almanack to allow me to extend the list, bat 
I can assure the reader he has been made 
acquainted with all the noteworthy local 
events of the time, so that nothing is lost 
oy the turn of the narrative. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Geelong being less than forty miles from, 
and within three hours steam of, the metro- 
polis, and on the shores of the same bay, 
vith steamers plying daily to and from, was 
not likely to have remained unvisited by me, 
during the time of my sojourn in Victoria. 
Neither was it. It is a town whose inhabit- 
ants magnify its importance, and pride 
themselves upon the advantages with which 
nature has endowed it, as far superior to 
those of the more giant Melbourne. They 
even yet look forward to the ultimate 
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advancement of their town to a position still 
mora enviable than that of its elder sister 
on the banks of the Yarra Yarra, and are 
taking laudable measures, having in view 
the accomplishment of so cherished a project. 
They have been long engaged in clearing 
away a large sand bank at Point Henry, 
which has hitherto been the great drawback 
to the town's aggrandizement, owing to large 
vessels being unable to cross this barrier for 
want of a sufficient depth of water. Pic- 
turesquely situated at the western extremity 
of the bay of Port Phillip, and on the ele- 
vated shores of an inner bay, which the 
wild man's tongue called Corio, and which 
has been compared only to that of Naples, 
in both form and situation, Geelong bids 
iair to vie with its great rival in the race of 
progress. But the feeling in Melbourne is 
strongly against such a successful result, 
and everything relating to the enrichment of 
Geelong is there pooh-poohed, while the 
feeling being the same with regard to Mel- 
bourne on the other side of the bay, pretty 
much the same thing is done there, and each 
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pays the other in its own coin, a proceeding 
which is very much disliked ev^wher^ 
whether between nations or individnals. 

About a mile from the sea beach, and at 
the extremity of the town, the Bsrwon, at 
this point a deep broad river, rolls swiftly 
to the sea, thus shutting in that end of the 
town between its own floods and the sea, and 
producing an agreeable effect. 

Beyond the river, the steep grassy slopes 
of the Barrabool hills are presented to the 
eye, their sides here and there covered with 
patches of cnltivatioa. Ascendiog to the 
summit of either of these elevations, a splen- 
did and delightful prospect meets the sight of 
the beholder. To the eastward, and below are 
seen the bright and rolling waters of the great 
bay of Port Phillip, with the granitic hill 
called Station Peak, sweeping nobly to the 
left, and which in outline and combination 
with the water, the townsfolk tell you is 
the picture of Vesuvius, as it shuts in the 
bay of Naples. A little beyond Point 
Henry and the sand bar, and about six miles 
from Geelong, the anchorage ground for 
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large vessels is denoted by the presence of 
twenty or thirty of such craft. Stili fiirther 
away, beyond the shipping and across the bay, 
ferasthe eye can carry, the distant outline of 
mountains may be descried, rearing their giant 
forms far into the azure of the heavens north 
and east of Melbourne. To the south, the 
blue waters of the Pacific are separated from 
Port Phillip by a narrow neck of land, form- 
ing the Bass Strait. On the opposite, the 
land side, extends an open plain, across which 
the river Barwon pursues its course through 
a deep and rocky chanDel. Far away on the 
horizon, a series of isolated volcanic hills rise 
island-like out of the western plains. 

Such ia the scenery around Geelong, which 
is now connected with Melbourne by a line 
of railway, and which it is expected will soon 
be extended to Ballarat, situated about fifty 
miles north of the former town. The latter 
is well lud out, with a large square or market 
place in its centre; the streets are wide and 
long, and run at right angles. Geelong has 
its municipal institutions, and all the para- 
phernalia of a local government ; it is rich in 
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choTcbes, jails, and newspapers, and with a 
good theatre, concert room, and hotels, the 
principal of which is Macks, it ranks well 
as the second town in Victoria. " The com- 
mercial piTot" of the colony, as its inhabit- 
ants designate it, flourishes well, and those 
who have so assidnously promoted its in- 
terests deserve still better. 

It were fitting that I should here tell bow 
I went to Launceston, for the special object 
of taking part in a cricket match ; and how 
from thence I proceeded to Hobart .Town, 
also in Van Dieman's Ijand ; and how from 
that I took passage by a coasting fichooner 
to the isles of the Maori — New Zealand, and 
wandered through Auckland and Wellington ; 
but as I have already written of these places 
in another work, I sbal! here only make 
mere mention of the visit. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Even Melboome I found had its pictaiesque 
retreate. It was mj special delight to 
occasionallj seek oat these pleasant placea 
My favourite walk was in a certain part of 
the Government paddock, near the banks of 
the Yarra Yarra, while the Botanic Gardens, 
on the opposite side of that pleasabt stream, 
were often the scene of my lonely wander- 
ings ; and in both these places solitude has 
afforded me more true and refined pleasure 
than I have ever experienced in the midst of 
fashion and gaiety. To think, and meditate, 
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and commnne with one's own soul Is at all 
times elevating ; yet few are ftiUf capable of 
entering into this feeling, or of ^preciating its 
wholesome eflbots npon the mind and mental 
energies of the individnal whose tastes 
occasionally so dispose him. What a source 
of holiness and light ! What Supreme enjoy- 
ment may not this turning aside from the 
busy haunts of men, and the Mens of their 
trivial pursuits, not prove and induce. The 
love of occasional solitude is not melancholy, 
and its pleasures have been well elucidated 
by the physician Zimmermtax. The paddock 
alluded to is a grove carpeted with green 
turf, and studded with she-oak and gum 
trees, and although closely adjoining the city 
was but little frequented. The Botanic 
Gardeos, beautifully situated on a bead of 
the river, were well designed, and planted 
and kq>t with great care and neatness, and it 
was to the good taste of Governor La Trobe 
that the people of Melbourne were indebted 
for so excellent a boon. 

In the course of the year "fifly-four, the 
Cremorne Gardens, occupying a pleasant 
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poeition at a higher point of, snd on the 
opposite side of, the Yarra Yarra, were 
opened to the public under the direction of a 
former proprietor of the Cremome Gardens, 
liOpdoD. They soon became a place of great 
resort, especially on Sundays, but owing to 
their becoming a scene of drunkenness on the 
Sabbath, the license for the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors was withdrawn, which resulted 
in the speedy insolvency of the proprietor, 
and a general wreck and desertion of the 
concern for the time being. I visited the 
place soon afterwards and foand it entirely 
deserted, without a si^ of gate keeper or 
other servants, and with three dromedaries, 
which had been imported from Suez a few 
weeks previously, in a pitiful state of neglect, 
one of their number lying dead within the 
enclosure aligned to them, and the others 
starving for want of food. As I was leaving 
the gardens with a view to procure sustenance 
for the animals, I met a man who had been 
left in charge, and whose attention I called 
to their condition ; he said he was "just 
going to pitch them a bite," and accordingly 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



THE NEW WORLD, 285 

be did so, but still neither their lot nor pros- 
pect had by any means improved with their 
transmission to Australia. They were subse- 
quently sold for a trifle and taken to the 
diggings, to enhance the attractions of an 
exhibition. The novelty attendant on the 
opening of these gardens was enhanced by the 
simultaneous appearance of a steam gondola 
on the Yarra Yarra, and which craft, light and 
graceful in form, plied hourly between 
Prince's Bridge, Melbourne, and the Rich- 
mond Pont, in the immediate vicinity of 
" Cremome," the fare being half-a-crown 
either way. But even this speoolation did 
not pay, and the shareholders in the Steam 
Gondola Company dissolved partnership at 
considerable loss to themselves. This was 
owing to the want of passengers, caused in a 
great measure by the failure of the gardens. 
The latter, however, were subsequently 
re-opened, and they still exist. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



LiFB at the boarding-house I fotmd to he 
on the whole pleasant. Occasionally one of 
our number gave a ball, for the sake of gratify- 
ing himself, iuriting his friends, and conduc- 
ing to the general good feeling and hilarity, 
while the same was done, but at long inter- 
vals, by the Scraps family. 

Two such events took place while I was a 
resident in the house, and both were in cele- 
bration of the marriage of the two daughters, 
whom I have already alluded to as the 
engaged. As for the third da' ghter, she was 
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" ower young to marry ;" and even had she 
been otherwise, the circumstance of her being 
deaf and dumb was a calamity which would 
have presented an insurmountable barrier in 
the way of such a launching. I pitied her 
from my soul, as there, bereft of the 
power of speech and the sense of hearing, 
she led her lonely li fe, an isolated being among 
the throng. Frequently I conversed with her 
by means of signs performed with the hands, 
and in common use as the silent language 
of the silent people so afflicted, and much 
pleased she appeared to thus interchange 
ideas with, to her, the outer world. She was 
then fifteen years of age, and the possessor of 
mild and pleasing features, and the most 
acute powers of ready perception, so much bo 
that she would at times anticipate the 
thoughts which any one conversing with her 
was about to give expression to ; and I am 
certain that, as a physiognomist, she was 
without a rival among girls of her own age. 
Her chief occupation was reading ; and as she 
had only been visited with this affliction since 
hef ninth year, havit^ previously received 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



288 A FAKORAHA. OF 

the ordinary education of childreo at that 
age, she was able to comprehend printed mat- 
ter in general, and this was a resource which, 
had she been bom deaf and dumb, would not 
have been at her command. So iar she was 
blessed. 

The great gun of the house — the privileged 
joker — the wit. was a kind-hearted, good- 
tempered, rather short but well-made, large 
moustachioed Government cierk. He called 
himself a Government h^ck, and complained 
of his five hundred a year salary as a sum 
unreasonably smdl for his devotion to the 
service of Her Majesty. 

I do not convey an erroneous idea when I 
say that he was the Brummel of Melbourne, 
and Brummel I will call him. What with his 
being a handsome man, and a man who dressed 
well, and a facetious and humoorous man, 
and one who devoted himself to the 
amusement of the company with whom 
he found himself, he was a general &vourite 
with the ladies, and could say, and without 
offending, what no other man could with- 
out brining down a torrent of indignation 
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upon his head. EveiythiDg that he uttered 
was said in a way that, whatever it might 
be, it was impossible to be angrj with the 
man, at any rate to show it or do other than 
laugh. 

He was at all hours of the day the best- 
dressed man in Melbourne, while for manner 
and adroitness of address, and conversational 
powers, I never met with his equal. Yet he 
was not foppish, or pedantic, or otherwise 
open to malicious and envious criticism. In 
short, there was no decidedly weak or 
unpleasant point about him. Some .'there 
Were who did not bend to his jokes or join 
in his humour, but they were the prosy, mat- 
ter-of-iact, brittle people, who had some 
sensitive chord which he had touched, and 
who had no true wit or mirth in their com- 
position. 

Dry as saw-dust, and stiff as buokram, 
many of the ^veiling money hunters were, 
without a thought above the animal, and the 
counting-house; to these the nature of 
Brummel presented a wide contrast. His 
worst fnend lay in himself, for he was impro- 

VOL. I. 
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vident, and a pleasure seeker to excess, and 
one to -whom an idle fashionable life would 
always have been far more agreeable than an 
active hard-working one in any career. 
Knowing this, I really sympathised with him, 
when one day he told me that for the first 
, week after his arrival in the colony he, being 
"hard up," sought employment at Cole's 
wharf, and worked as a day labourer there, 
engaged in the delightful occupation of dis- 
charging lighters, and pulling and rolling 
bales and boxes, and all sorts of heavy things, 
trom the wharf to the warehouse, and loading 
diays, and otherwise exerting himself with 
the gang, in return for fifteen shillings a day. 
Still I have no doubt that there was a 
ludicrous peculiarity even in his way of haul- 
ing ropes and rolling casks, and that he 
remained at heart quite as much the Bnimmel 
as ever he was. 

There was nothing vulgar about him, 
although he did things which in any one else 
would have been not only that, bat positively 
rude and insulting. But he ha^ the happy 
knack of putdng people in a good humoun 
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and if by any chance he put them out of one, 
his command of fun and language was such 
that he easily controlled and disarmed them. 
No one ever vanquished over him in talk ; 
he never had the worst of anything. With 
whatever weapon he might be assailed he 
still triumphed. He threw harmless ridicule 
upon whatever answered bis purpose, or was 
good for a joke. He could turn the wisest 
saws into ready sources of laughter, andmak^t 
humorous sayings about the veriest trifles or 
the most seemingly prosy iacts. Moreover 
it was not so much what he said, as the 
manner of saying, that was the leading point 
about him. When he made any very out- 
rageous joke about an individual present, the 
worst the ladies could good-humonredly say 
was — " It's only Brummel." But whatever 
they might say was indifferent to him, he 
could repel ridicule, and tura to his own ad- 
vantage anything — no matter what ; he was 
daunted by nothing, and was on good terms 
even with his enemies if he had any, and 
iamiliar with all in the house, withoat ex- 
ception. He was often vague and ironical. 
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and under cover of such, and a little laugh- 
able exaggeration, he could utter some 
laughter-stirring joke or anecdote that in 
plaiu language would have been libellous. 
He had the happiest knack of making the 
most of his resources, and had unlimited 
power in hitting off individual peculiaritieB, 
and as a mimic. Yet there was no roughness 
in his manner, or anything less than elegant 
in his demeanour at any time; and if he 
occasionally played the bafibon, he still re- 
mained the gentleman — 'he was still privi- 
leged. If, after some observations had been 
made by any one at the dinner table, with 
which remarks he might not altogether agree, 
and he turned to him, and said, — " Potts, I'm 
afraid you're a great donkey;" he would do 
it in such a manner that Potts would laugh 
it off good humouredly. And again, if he 
asked the question, — " If you're not the head 
of a donkey, nor the tail of a donkey, what 
part of a donkey are you ? " it would be met 
with equally pleasant confusion on the part 
of the gentleman interrogated, who wonld 
try to pay the questioner back in bis own coin. 
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but invariably fail in the attempt. If, at 
the climax of an argument, he said to one of 
the parties concerned — " You may stand 
down, witness," the result was equally harm- 
less : it was only so and bo, mentioning his 
name. If he compared any one to, or called 
him, " A blood-stained bedscrew," or styled a 
son of Erin " A Connemara man," he escaped 
with equal impunity. He dealt chiefly in 
surprises, and the most unexpected things 
were said and done at the moment when 
they were least expected. Yet everything 
was seasonable when he was the author of it, 
for he had the power of carrying bis audience 
with him, and no word or sign of his passed 
unnoticed by those present. He appeared to 
live, and dress, and talk, and act for effect, 
and BO far he was suecessfiil iu gaining the 
small object of his ambition. 

Of course he was a bachelor; he would 
have sobered down under the influence of 
matrimony, and become, no doubt, less of 
the man about town than he was, but he was 
not a marrying man. He was thirty years of 
age, and looked it. He was a good dancer. 
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a singer, and a player on the cornopean, the 
piano, and the banjo, each of irhich instru- 
ments were in the house ; the firet and third 
were his own property, and these he always 
played in his bedroom, and if any one com- 
plained of the noise produced, he told them 
to " shut up," and repeated the same as occa. 
sion required, with additions and Tariations. 
With all his strange tricks and sayings he 
never lost hw own self-respect, nor incurred 
disrespect; he was never pitied — there was 
too much collateral excellence aboot him to 
aJlow that insulting feeling to be felt towards 
liim — and he was more admired than dreaded. 
He was uniTersally popular with the ladies, 
and about the last man in the world they 
would have contemned. He held bis own 
way in social life admirably, and by his supe- 
rior address could have cowed, baffled, and 
dismayed half his fellows, wherever he might 
have been. He was a man who, without 
ceremony, made himself at home anywhere ; 
high hfe and low would have found him the 
same ; but he \ras too fond of going about on 
pleasure excursions, and in his office attend- 
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ance he was never regular, and this led to the 
chief of his department requesting him to 
resign, and resign he did. 

Soon afterwards his funds became ex- 
hausted, and he was " desperately hard up ;" 
he did not, however, return to Cole^ wharf 
and seek manual labour, but chose the alter- 
native of living upon his friends, and in doing ' 
thus he shared better than ninety-nine men 
out of a hundred would have done, for he 
made an excellent, pleasant companion, and 
mis the he&t hearted, best looking man I ever 
knew, and I would willingly have shared 
fortune with him even had I been as poor as 
he then was himself. The boarder who con- 
trasted the most with him was a dried-up 
looking, parchment-skinned attorney, styled ' 
EldoD. In the language of Brummel, he was 
a rusty old blade, who would nevertheless 
make a fine old corpse. But allusion to his 
coffin was not exactly the point upon which 
to amuse tiie lawyer, for he was dyspeptic, 
and held an uncertain lease of lifb, and his 
appearance did not belie the same. He 
stooped across the ohoulders, and looked 
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spiritless, ftud dressed badly in low ill-fitting 
old shoes, an4 trousers that were too short 
for him and threadbare, and a coat and waist- 
coat, both of which had lost their original 
colour, and a striped necktie to match, which 
he carried twisted like a rope round his 
collarless neck. He could not have been well 
singled out as a nice young man for a small 
tea party, seeing that he was seldom given to 
talk, and when lie did speak his conversation 
was too drj, and his style too brief and un- 
attractive to have pleased a lady. He was by 
no means a ladies' man ; he was a seedy old 
bachelor, with not much money, but consider- 
ably less wit, and his notions were even m<»e 
antiquated than his clothes. He never played 
cards, never chatted or listened to music, or 
participated in the gaieties and amusements 
of life ; never grew excited, or speculated 
either vrith his money or ideas ; never dined 
from home, or went out in the evening, and 
apparently cared nothing about either man, 
woman, or child. He went through his daily 
amount of professional in-door duty, never 
stirring out of his office between the time of 
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bis arrival in the morning and liis departure 
at half-past five in the evening ; and he did 
the work simply as a means of living, and he 
liked it because it was dry and uuexcitable. 
As for moving out of his office on professional 
business he would never do it. His partner 
took the courts, and went through the bustling 
part of the practice. He stayed at home and 
laboured quietly with his head and pen, and 
made money even faster than the partner. 
Every evening after tea he occupied himself 
in walking to audfro under the verandah at 
the back of the house, or in the garden if 
there was any fruit to be had. The reader 
will infer that he had the Adam and Eve 
weakness for the gifts of the orchard. There 
Was a variety of fruit-bearing trees in the 
grounds surrounding the house, so that during 
the summer months Eldon, otherwise Maggs, 
frequently resorted to their vicinity to watch 
over the development of their pendant riches 
in the several stages of growth. He was 
more partial to cherries than any of the other 
edible products of the garden, and he would 
never tire of conveying them from the trees 
3 
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to the receptacle under his nose, although 
zealously employed in so doing for hours in 
succession. Surely his mind was not so im- 
bued with the rontioe of his professional 
duties as to lead him to imagine that every 
conveyance of fruit was so much of land and 
houses; if so, the illusion might have pleased 
and wooed him to continue, and induced him 
to fill his pockets long after his receptacle 
had cried " enough." But, however gratifying 
to Eldon, otherwise Maggs, this monopoly 
of the good things might have been, the case 
was anything but gratifying to Scraps. Scraps 
danced and twitched with rage, and espoetu- 
lated, but all in vain. He told the lawyer 
how Inuch he bad tended the trees, and how 
dear fruit was, and how much the plums 
and figs and cherries were wanted for the 
table, and he even went so far as to Bay how 
unfair it was ; but the lawyer was obdurate, 
deaf, heedless, unconcerned, not to be diverted 
or dissuaded, and he plucked and eat away 
just as calmly in the presence of Scraps as he 
had been doing before that individual ap- 
proached. At the end of the season Scraps 
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said that he, Maggs, otherwise Eldoa, had 
eaten all the ^it in the garden. 

Somebody jocularly said, " Make him pay, 
eae him for danwges;" but the fact of the 
lawyer being a boarder suggested a legal 
quibble to the mind of Scraps, for his one 
eye lighted up with a twinkle, and he 
laughingly Eiaid, " He'd put in a plea." And 
BO the summer passed away, and it was not 
until all the fruit disappeared oflF the trees 
that Maggs, otherwise Eldon, discontinued 
his nightly visits to the garden. 

The rest of the individuals in the house 
belonged to the common type of humanity, 
without any predominent individual traits 
beyond the love of money and liquor. The 
latter vice was all bat universal, and the 
people of Melbourne were both statistically 
and notoriously the most drunken on the 
fece of the earth. Yet, owing to the extreme 
rarefaction of the atmosphere, the evil effects 
of over drinking were but seldoip displayed 
in the form of a drunken man, although 
nearly every one was more or less under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor at all hours. 
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People would drink nobbier after nobbier of 
spirits all day long, and glass after glass of 
pale ale, or shandy-gaff, or spiders, the latter 
to clear their throats of flies as they said; 
and these they would intersperse with sherry 
cobblers, brandy smashes, egg nogg, cold 
punch, gum ticklers, and neck twisters, 
drinks of Yankee concoction, then go to bed 
at midnight, and awake to And themselves 
but little the worse in the morning. This 
course of drinking extending over so many 
hours, and repeated day after day without 
exception, hardened men against its efiects, 
and so they each drank as much in one day as 
would have made half-a-dozen men reel 
along the streets in the heavy English 
climate, if drank at any one time, and yet 
were seldom or never actually drunk them- 
selves. Yet, notwithstanding this conspicu- 
ous habit on the part of the population, the 
municipal authorities at one time brought 
about the total prohibition of the snie of 
intoxicating liquors on the Sabbath ; not 
even colonial beer was to be obtained, and 
the public houses were kept strictly closed 
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(^tiring the entire day. But the thirsty 
people rebelled against this law, and the 
taverns were then allowed to keep open during 
certain hours on Sundays. The Sabbath 
was invariably kept with great decorum, and 
the town looked comparatively lifeless and 
desolate, and all business toil was suspended 
on that day. During the hours of church 
service the streets gave echo to scarce a foot- 
step, but a human group here and there along 
the wharves, and in other out of the way 
places, might be seen gathered around some 
energetic preacher of the local self-appointed 
order, and evidently as earnest and devout, 
ss he was listened to with attention. I 
remember once seeing one of these occupying 
an island in the shape of a stone, just large 
enough for him to stand upon, placed in the 
centre of a pool of water, which effectually 
kept the congregation at a respectful dis- 
tance. He • was in the middle of a very 
earnest exhortation, which called for more 
thftn ordinary emphasis and energy, when in 
changing his attitude, one foot slipped off the 
island, and down at full length went the 
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preacher with a jerk into the mud and water, 
and as he put forward his hands to break the 
fall, he sank face down, book included, and 
became almost buried in the mire. There 
was much mingling of laughter and com- 
miseration, as there always is on the occor- 
rence of sach unlooked-for accidents, and 
the preacher was seized upon and dragged 
out of the slough before there was any 
chance of his being smothered. He looked 
singularly unclerical, as covered with mud 
from head to foot, save a stripe of black 
down his back where the slush had not 
reached to, he. was led, nearly blinded, to 
the river side, where he commenced washing 
himself. And thus abruptly terminated the 
service, and the scanty congregation dis- 
persed, leaving the unfortunate preacher to 
console himself with the knowledge that it 
was all in the cause of the Gospel. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Few things are more likely to attract the 
eye of the observer in perambulatiDg the 
streets of Melbourne, especially those at the 
eastern end of the city, than the namber and 
appearance of the Chinese. Their strange 
costume, their impassive expresssion of 
countenance, and still more their features, 
which, like their hooks, seem stereotyped, - 
contrast remarkably with the population at 
large. Viewed in the obscure and squalid 
recesses of Little Bonrke and Lonsdale 
Streets, it may, indeed, strike any one that 
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cleanliness and a scrupulous attention to 
sanitary regulations are not among their 
virtues or national characteriBtics ; nor that 
the illuminated and parti-coloured advertise- 
ments with which those localities are embel- 
lished are in the very best taste or style of 
art according to European notions. Never- 
theless, when an insight is obtained into their 
domestic economy, their modes of dealing 
with strangers and each other, their frugality 
and worldly wisdom, the instinctive aversion 
with which they shrink from collision with the 
dominant class around them, their provident 
habits, so much opposed to the reckless pro- 
digality of those they style barljarians, Le. 
the Anglo-Saxon community — these and 
many other circumstances will somewhat tend 
to qualify first impressions as to their low 
position in the scale of civilisation. 

It is well known that for many ages the 
. Chinese have had a national literature of no 
insignificant rank ; that they have not only 
■voluminous works on morals and philosophy, 
but that their libraries are rich in romance, 
poetry, the drama, and other ornamental 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



THE NEW WORLD. 305 

literature. The works of Confucius on political 
government aod morals haye been in exist- 
ence more than two thousand years; his cmious 
compilation of didactic pieces by his lettered 
predecessors, particularly the kwofoong, the 
manners of different states, and numerous 
commentaries thereon, afford satisfactory evi- 
dence that a philosophical and ethical taste 
also prevailed among the Chinese in periods of 
remote antiquity, so that the natives of that 
empire merit at least a little more respect 
than the Englishman usually favours them 
with. 

I am not about to defend the vices of 
Chinamen, 'or discuss the causes of their 
unpopularity in Australia, and the policy 
which taxed their importation — merchandize 
like — at so much a head ; I will content my- 
self with saying that they are a singularly 
inoffensive people, and the strong feeling 
against them at the diggings and in 
Melbourne was fraught with considerable 
harshness, not to say injustice ; and that it 
was sought to curtail their liberty, and that 
they were not willingly allowed a place in 
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the colony as other foreigners were, and that 
a, dog waa more respected by the diggers 
than a Chinaman. 

I used to see them at the first stage of their 
great influx into the colony trudging along the 
streets of Melbonme in single file, each with 
his large-brimmed plaited hat, his wide and 
short blue trousers, his wooden shoes, his 
pigtail, his frock of the same colour and thin 
calico-like material as the trousers, and bear- 
ing acro^ one shoulder his bamboo pole, 
slung on either end of which were his 
worldly chattels, well packe<l in packages of 
canework. And as I thus saw them newly 
landed from the ship which bore them from 
their eastern clime, they journeyed to the 
gold fields, where they always camped 
together, and aloof from the rest of the 
diggers — for Chinamen at once became such 
after their arrival, and had apparently come 
with that direct intention. 

This crowding of the gold fields with 
Celestials aroused the jealousy and indigna- 
tion of the great body of miners, as an 
usurpation of Anglo-Saxon rights, and they 
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were eventually stoned off some of the 
diggings ; and the cry against them became 
loud indeed, and still continues. 

The Chinese immigrants consisted entirely 
of males, and their intention was to return 
to their native country as soon as their gains 
and opportunity enabled them. 

So much for the rice-eaters. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



At the commencement of the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, the office which I had 
held under the crown was aboUsbed, alike 
with a hundred other such cases of re- 
duction in the public Bervice, and I was paid 
under the terms of a vote of legislature, a 
compensation allowance of a hundred and 
fifty pounds, equivalent to three months' 
salary, accompanied with the promise of 
a new appointment whenever a suitable 
vacancy occurred. But I did not wish to 
linger in the colony. I had already stayed 
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longer than I had anticipated on leaving 
England, so I prepared to take my departure 
by disposing of the cottage and furniture at 
CoUingwood, the dog-cart and tandem, and 
a few patches of land that I bad bought about 
the town — valuable city allotments, as the 
auctioneer called them. And after all this 
was done — well — another chapter will tell. 



As yet I stood upon the land which, up to 
the year eighteen hundred and thirty-five, 
was in the sole possession of the wild man, 
one individual only excepted, and that one 
was William Buckley, who, in January, 
eighteen hundred and three, had made his 
escape by swimming under cover of night, 
from the " Ocean " English convict ship, 
which, in company with the " Calcutta," then 
lay anchored in the bay of Port Phillip, whose 
shores were immediately afterwards aban- 
doned as unfit even for a penal settlement. 
Two other men shared with Buckley in the 
escape from the ship, but one only succeeded 
in swimming to the land, the other sank 
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beneath tLe wave. Gibson was the name of 
the second survivor of the three, and he, in 
company with Buckley, who was an im- 
mensely tall and powerful man, being six 
feet six inches high, and proportionately 
well made, wandered along the beach, naked 
as they were, for miles, and subsisting mean- 
while upon shell-fish and roots, without 
meeting a sign of man's existence. Dis- 
pirited by the solitude and seeming desola- 
tion of the country, Gibson, on the second 
morning after their landing, resolved to make 
his way back to the ship at all hazards, 
choosing that courae as holding out the pro- 
spect of a better fate than was likely to over- 
take him if he remained where he was. He 
advised Buckley to follow his course, but no ; 
that self-reliant giant bade him an affectionate 
adieu, and without knowing what lay, or 
might await him beyond, he pushed on towards 
the head of the bay. There he discovered 
the Yarra Yarra river, whose existence was 
unknown on board the convict exploring 
ships down the bay. He had not proceeded 
far along the banks of this river when he 
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was met by a party of the Wauwaurrong 
tribe of natives. His presence excited great 
wonder among them, and he was made wel- 
come. He was furnished with a gunya and 
a wife, and a boomerang and a spear, and 
informed by signs and examples that all the 
animals of the wilderness, all the birds of 
the air, alt the fish of the river, all the fruits 
and products of the trees and lesser vegeta- < 
tion, were bis in his need ; and that he might 
sit down under the shadow of his own gunya 
and gum tree, and make himself happy, and 
. seek solace in the spirit of peace and con- 
tentment. So William Bnckley did as was 
suggested, and had bestowed upon him the 
name of Miarelli— signifying a star — and 
was invited to the banquet of Jaga Jaga, the 
chief of the tribe, and given an opossum 
skin rug, wherewith to clothe himself when 
occasion required, and very soon Miarelli 
made himself quite at home among the abori- 
gines. In the meantime, Gibson had regained 
his ship, and the "Ocean" and the " Calcutta" 
had sailed to Van Dieman's Land, where the 
expedition founded a settlement. Time wore 
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away — thirty years and more elapsed. The 
June of eighteen hundred and thirty-five 
came, and with it a solitary boat was rowed 
up the waters of the Yarra Yarra. This 
boat contained the explorer Batman and his 
party, including John Pascoe Fawkner, a 
colonial politician, who is still living, and who 
had just arrived in a craft styled "Rebecca," 
from Launceston. Batman was the agent 
dispatched by an association formed a short 
time previously at the latter town, for ex- 
tending agricultural operations to this district 
of the Australian territory ; and he was the 
first to make known to civilisation the exist- 
ence of the river on whose banks now stands 
the city of Melbourne ; — he and his party 
were the first colonists. The waters of that 
river had never before plashed to the play of 
a foreign oar, nor the primeval condition of 
the surrounding landscape and its inhabitants 
been disturbed by any save Miarelli. But 
he had introduced no innovations; he arrived 
alone and unclad, and follovring the adage 
which refers to Kome and the Romans, he 
adopted the manners, habits, language, and 
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customs of the aborigines, and in tlie gleam 
of night-firea, danced and sung the wild cor- 
robberri. When the wild white man, as he 
was subsequently called, first confronted the 
pioneer colonists, he was enveloped in a 
kangaroo skin rug, and wore a long beard, 
and flowing hair. He was armed with a 
shield, club, and spears, and his entire ap- 
pearance was such as at once startled and 
astonished them. 

Although, in the first instance, he could 
not iu the least express himself in English 
or other than in the aboriginal tongue of the 
tribe, yet in the course of ten or twelve days' 
intercourse, he was enabled to speak in bis 
native language, with some little fluency and 
intelligibility ; not, however, without a min- 
gling of the Australian. 

With Jaga Jaga, the chief of the Wau- 
waurrong tribe. Batman negotiated a treaty 
for a tract of about six hundred thousand 
acres of land, in consideration of a small 
annual tribute of a stipulated number of 
blankets, knives, looking glasses, scissors, red 
shirts, flannel jackets, handkerchiefs, and 
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flour. The treaty, however, was not destined 
to be carried out, for the GoTemment of 
New South Wales, which immediately after- 
wards laid claim to the territory, refused to 
recognise it, on the ground of its being sub- 
Tersive of the sovereignty which the Crown 
asserted over the newly settled district, 
which was then named Port Phillip. The 
Association at Launceston, aided by the Go- 
vernor of Van Dieman's Land, opposed this 
appropriation on the part of the New South 
Wales Legislature, and instructed counsel in 
England to defend at law their right of 
possession. The result, however, was in 
feivour of the latter colony, to which it re- 
mained annexed until the Ist of July, 1851, 
when Port Phillip, otherwise Victoria, became 
as it now remains, a distinct colony. The 
only benefit whirh accrued to the first coloni- 
zers, was a payment of their expenses in 
forming the settlement. 

Previous to that discovery, and the ap- 
pearance of that solitary boat on the waters 
of the Yarra Yarra, the foot of the white 
man, Miarelli alone excepted, had never 
trodden those then picturesque regions. 
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where the ringing koo-eh of the aborigine 
has given place to the din and clamour 
of civitisation. And now, behold that land 
which but a few years ago reposed in all 
its primeval beauty, when nature reigned 
in uninterrupted sovereignty, and the wild 
man was snpreme in the possession of bis 
inheritance; when no thought of a foreign 
foe loomed on the horizon of his mental 
view, and darkened the sunlight of bis 
happiness, or suggested itself to his untu- 
tored intellect, or cast a shadow over the 
prospect of the now or the hereafter ; when 
his liberty was boundless, and his native glee 
triumphant. Behold him now — behold him 
dead ; for not one survives of the tribe of 
Wauwaurrong that peopled the plains 
where Melboame stands. And glancing 
ferther away, behold each individual of the 
entire abcn^ginal population of civilised Aiis- 
tralia. See him dispossessed of his natural 
domain, cringing about the log but of the 
distant settler, a degraded scion of his once 
bold race, fast withering away, hurriedly, 
cruelly, swept before the slaughtering arm, the 
p9 
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rude aggressive power, of so-called civilisa- 
tion. Alas, do longer is the aborigine a 
ruler in the once feir wilderness of nature. 
No longer the kangaroo or the warragat 
bounds over the once pristine repon where 
dwelt tribes of that people who, transplanted 
from the Asiatic mainland, first traversed the 
plains of Australia — tribes now no more — 
things that have fled as life before the pesti- 
lence. Very soon the entire race of abori- 
ginal Australians will share a similar fate* 
and become extinct. 

Recurring to the wild white man, it m&j be 
interesting to learn that the Port Phillip 
Legislature at an early stage of the growth of 
the settlement, voted him a pension of £40per 
annum for his support, and that he was sub- 
sequMitly employed as a police constable at ' 
Hobart Tovm, in Van Dieman's Land, where, 
in his seventy-sixth year, and in January 1656, 
he met a tragic end, the result of injuries 
sustained on being thrown from a gig. 

Having said thus much of the past and 
present of England's golden colony, I leave 
it with regret. Farewell — ferewell. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



In order that the reader may himself judge 
of the changes that have ensued, and of the 
present state of the coloaj in general, and 
Melbourne in particalar, as may be learned 
from the advertisements in the leading daily 
journal, I will append a batch as they 
appeared in the Melboume Argus, of October 
6th, 1858, No. 3,844. 

Here is the first on the leading sheet ; it 
affords more information than amusement, 
but to those who have crossed the camel- 
trod desert it will awake TecoUections of the 
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caravan journey, and the narrow streets of 
Cairo — the rushing Nile — and it is to be 
hoped the Pyramids, while at the same time 
it tells of the march of improvement, and 
of the railway in the desert. 

ROYAL HAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY.— Overlnid 

Route.— The Rojal Mail Steannhip Fielaria, will be deq>Btcbed 
foi CBYLON aad SUEZ (canjing Her Mojeaty's malli), calling 
at ialamediate porta, on October IS. Bate) of panage monej : — 
90/. to Soulhaanptoti, 851. to Maneillei. Earopean aervanta, half 
bie ; native Mrvanti, one-fourth fare. Poaeogen nay have their 
tii^eli endoned to remain a month at an; intermediate port. 
Dm mode of tnnuit through Egf pi ii u follom :— Between Suez 
■nd No. 14 ftatjon in the iesvi, ■ diataoce of ten mUei, id carriace, 
and from thence (he whole way to Alsiandiia by railwaj. 

The next one is headed " Steam to Eng- 
laiid," and enters at great length into the 
several merits of the vessel, and her com- 
mander. 

To the third the word EACES is prefixed, 
followed up by the additional announcement 
of "Steam to the, Races." 

The next is as follows: 

STEAM BETWtJBN MELBOURNE AND GEELONG.— 

The Helboanie and GeeloDg Screw Steam Compaay's fait iren iteara 
abipi Exprut, Kara, Maid of tht Yarra, WiUiam Huiin, uil 
fmrn the Queeti'e Wharf duly (Siindaya eanepted), it 2 o'clock 
g.m.; and MMUabool Wharf, Oeelong, at 12 o'docli, bodd. 
Cargo iriU be receiied at Melbaame between the hour* (^ 9 ajn. 
andepjn.; and all intraid cargo not removed by 4 o'clock will 
be atorad at conaigneea' liak. Freight — lOi. |jer too, dead weight 
or meanirement i lit, per ton, banded gooda. 
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The two next also relate to the daily trips 
of two respentiTe steamers to and from the 
same places, the fares being uniformly eight 
shillings in the cabin, and four shillings in the 
steerage. Thus we have three steamers a day 
from and to both Melbourne and Geelong. 

Then succeeds the announcements of half- 
a^ozeo other inter-colonial steamers od the 
berth ; I strike out the names of the agents 
concerned, and annex them without oomm^it. 

STEAH TO PORT ALBEBT. — RedDcdon of hna ud 
freigbti. — The bit' Iron ittamihtp Slom BinI, from Qomd'i 
Whuf,Tu«idB.7,l!Hli,at 11 o'clock. Fuel— eibin, 3^ g MMitgt, 
IL 5i. Freight, p« ton, 15*. 

STEAM TO WARNAMBOOL, PORT FAIRY, ind TORT- 
LAND.— Near«tt iDute to Anrel and the WeMern Gold Fidd*,— 
The fivouiite i.s.g. Ladi/ Bird will uil far the aboTC porti eTeiy 
Tueidijr, weather permitUng, 

OTEAM to ADELAIDE.— 'The itmneit Btirra Bum, Ci^tua 
Harper; ifoviVoA, CaptMn M'Fie, lulweelil]' for (be ibDie port. 

STEAM TO ADELAIDE— The Iron ileamihip Burro Bum 
will uil from Sandtidge Roiliraj Her on arnTBl of Engluh Mail. 

STEAM TO SYDNEY— TA. Londm, on Friday, October 8, 
at 2 p.m., from IWIway Pier, Special train from Melbourne, at 
1.13 p.B. 

STEAM TO LAtJNCBSTON.— Tin inKiileaiaihip, Blaek Smm, 
from the Rul«ay Jett;, on Saturday momiag, 9th, at 10 o'clock, 

STEAM TO HO BART TOWN— The City o/Ho6or/will leave tb« 
Railway Pier on Tueadaj, at noon. Ooodi for ihipmrat muat be de- 
liceiHl at the Railway Tenniaui, Flinden Street, the dsy preTJous 
to wtillng. Saloon 71., ditto, with return ticket, 12/. lOt. Freight, 
I/, per ton. 
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STEAHTO NEW ZEALAND.— The fineicrBV riauHhlp Qtum 
(under eoalract wiih lbs ProTincial Q»verain«nt of Otago for two 
jeui), wiU uil for OUgo direcl, cilliDg al the Bluff Huboar, on 
hsr WKf to Dmiedm, on VooAaj, trom tha Bailwaf PisT', at 2 p.m. 
PaMeiigen by thiivanel mil haTeui opportunitr of going on to lbs 
proviocw of Canteiburr, Wellingtoii, Nelion, New Plymouth, aai 
AacUuid,bf tbe itewUBi fHiite Smtn, which iiili from Danedin 
aboat tbe Irt of evay inanth. Fuel — cabin, 161. 16t.i Mcoud 
cabin, 10J. \0i. 

There is a long and glowing picture of the 
merits and beauties of the Black Ball tine of 
British and Australian packets next following. 
Then comes one appertaining to the White 
Star line. Then, 



FOR HONO EONO diiect, the magnifieent new A 1 A 
clipper ihip, AWmiy, Captain Major, 2075 torn regUter, m tOOO 
tona burthen, now in HobaoD'i Ba;, and will tail for the above port 
poaititelf on the 12th October. Thia uobli ihip hu jiut landed 
1^00 Cbinamen at Sjdney, after a aplendid putigt from Hong 
Kong to that paTt,and,u a puKDger ahip, offera uniiTalled iccoia- 
modatioD. 

So much for Chinamen. 

Two annoancements of Blackwall liners 
□est succeeds. 

Then " For Calcutta," " For Wamambool," 
" For Adelaide," " For Sydney," " For Hobart 
Town," 'f For Port Curtis," no less than forty 
vessels being advertised to sail immediately 
for the latter place. Here are half-a-^ozen 
of them : a rush is evidently taking place in 
that direction. 
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FOR PORT CURTIS GOLD FIELDS.— Keppel Baj, Diracl. 

— Tb« brigaotine Eliza Ocddard, now Ijlag at the Queen's Wbsif, 
will porititel^ aail on Thuriday, October 7. Ha> room for about 
20 Bteertge and a few cabin panengers. Applj immediatelf. 

FOR PORT CURTIS DIGGINGS. — The dipper ichooaer 
Bahtorat, 115 Tons rsjister, John King, coiom»nder, i» now loading, 
ind will nil piincWBlly OD the 12lh ingt. Ai ibe can only mcoco- 

necewarj to lecure berths, A few tons of freigbl only can be (alien. 

FOR PORT CURTIS GOLD FIELDS, landing pasMngera at 
k<ickhimpton.~-The iplendid A 1 clipper ihip Clatha, 1^00 tons, 
Janes Bmadfoot^ commander, will baie immediate despatch. 

PORT CURTIS Eiixa Goddard, first ship, sails This Day. 

F. Dummett, agent, Pembroke Hotel, Elizabeth Street. 

CAROLINA, for PORT CURTIS, Keppel Bay, laiting from. 
Hobsoa'a Bay, Thii Evening. Roooi for 12 steerage paisengers. 
Early application is necessary. 

WHITE STAR LINE.— For Filnoy Gold Fieldi, Port Curtis, 
the unriTalled clipper mail ship Iw^inciblt, 1,800 toot register, 
W.Johninn, commander, will sail positiTelj on Saturday, Od»her 9. 
This celehnted clipper has been placed on the henh, and will sail 
immediately for Keppel Bay. Haring been especially fitted for the 
Liverpool and Autlralian passenger tiade, she oBeis an unprece- 
dented opportunity for pafsengen proceeding to the new gold Gelds. 
The provisions will be of the same exctlleat quality, and supplied 
OD the same liberal scale, for which this line has been so lonj; cele- 
brated. For terms of paas^e, &c., apply to the agenls. Return 
Tickets, 15/. Succeeding ship (^lont, 1,100 tons register, Captain 
Dw^aon. 

The announcements for the new gold fields 
extend over nearly two columns; and the 
shipping list terminates with this ; — 

ESTABLISBED 1854.— Port Phillip Beads.— W. H. Flood 
Shippiag and Commission Agent, bas a Boat and Crew always in 
readiness for the trausmisiion of orders or telegraphic messages to 
Tentls arrifing or departing. Charge* moderate. 

p 3 
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So much for the telegraph. 
The nest divisioa is Bailvays. 

QEELONQ AND BALLAARAT RAILWAY -Wanted, lOO 
Huom OD tbt GceloDg and Billnrat Rulwa;. No Society mea 
Med Bppdy. ApplicMion to be mad* on (be works, Hooiabool. 

GEELONG AND MELBOURNE RAILWAY, - Tnuni to 
Qeelong tU Sindtidge, « 9.43 n-m., and 4,43 p.m. ReturD tickew 
avBilable dtjr after luue- 

MELBOURNE AND SUBURBAN RAILWAY COMPANY. 
(Incorpor.ted by Act of PuliamenL}— Fourth CalL— Nolle* a 
hereby giien. that the IKreolon hate thij diy madea Call of 21. per 
Am on each ahare ia thia Company, payable on oi before Hondiyt 
DecsmberZO, 18£B,althe ufficea of the Coiiipaiif,46,Calliiia StrM 
Weat. InlOTsal at the rate of 10 per cent, per innimi, will be 
charged oa all onrdne cilia. By order of the Board. 

MELBOURNE AND HOBSON'S BAY RAILWAY COM- 
PANY— Notice.— The Dividend, at the rate of 14 per cent, per 
aniiiini, on the half-year (declared it the Oenetal Ueetmg of Share- 
holder) held on Uie 7tb inst.), i> Payable at the Campany'i officea, 
Flinden Street, oa and after the tOth ioat., from 10 to 12 o'clock, 
on Tueidaya, WadiUBdays, Tboisdaya, and Fridaya, in each week. 
,Bj order. Thomai FinlayBon, Secretary, 

ST, K1LDA AND BHIGBTON RAILWAY COMPANY.— 
Incorponied by Act of ParliamenL — Second Call. — Notice it hereby 
given, (hat Ibe Second Call of Sf. on each share in thia Company 
woa made on the 26ih day of Auguat, 1BS8. and that the aane ia 
Due, and payable at the ofBce of the Company, no or before the 7tb 
day of January, 1B39. By order of (he Board. 

8, Colliiia Street Kait, Melbourne. 

A special general meeting of the Share- 
holders of the Melbourne and Hobson's Bay 
Railway is also annouoced to take place. 

The next division is headed "Tutors, 
Governesses, Clerks, &c.," and the appjica- 
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tions of and for these extends over half a 
column. The next is "Servants," they appear 
to be in greater demand than their situations. 
Here is a specimen : — 



The next division is " Tradesmen, &c." The 
first in the list has the merit of extreme 
brevity : — 

A BUTCl 

uetn Sbeel 

Its successor is equallj murderons : 

WANTED for a Statioo, a STOREHAN, who can kill, keep 

accountg, and milk. 

Tlie sixth division is headed "Wanted." 
There are several noteable wants among the 
many. 

CREMORNE GARDENS.— Wanted, male md ftmale Equet- 
triane, Tumble™,' Vaultera, Tight-rope Perfonne™, Slack-ropB 
Vaulten, Gymnutic Artiito, AcT(Ai.tic Ferfonnan, Coatortioallti, 
Actors, Clowna, PaDtainimiata, Paraden, &c. 



The seventh division is "Missing Friends, 
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Messages, &c.,'' their number has dwindled 
down to twenty-nine. I give the better half 
of them. 

If thi< ihouldmeet tha eye of THOMAS MBANY, write ;io 
your brotber Michul. 

If tbsa >boald meet the tja of Mr. JOSEPH, or CATHBRINE 
SKKEK, their nter waald b« glad it thejr would write to ber, at 
I. AiiiDgat&ir>, No. 6, Hall's Place, Elicabeth Street, ' Sydney. 
— Alice MotgBD. 

If Ihii ahould meet the eye of JAMES NEIL, carpenter, aeod 
your iddrets to William Wood, at the Bush Ikd, Eiiiabeth Slreei. 
Melboonie. 

If thii ahould meet tbe eye of GapUin J. DAVIS, lite of Tyncho, 
LUndudno, North Walei, he will beu- at hit aister, Un. C. Harri- 
■nn. by addreuiDg to Frouciei Street, Ringiton Terrace, North 
AdeUide, 

If the party who picked up a LETTER addreued to Mrs. 
LUKE, George Street, will be kind enough to bring il to 64, William 
Street, Uelboume, he will be rewarded. 

JOHN KELLEH, of r.eice>tenhire, per Oijug Bride, about ax 
yearanuce — his brother William wiibea to lee or hear from him, 
William Eellem, Lower Adeloag, New South Wolea. 

JOHN BEATON BODDAN.— Your brother Jamea ii io the 

uf the above, who wailart at the Oveni, and now nipposed to be at 
Turon digginge, will be thaniifully receired, Addren CtptaiD 
Oilgarno, Williamatown. 

t IM, Swanston Street, 



Mr. WM. MELLISH, or Miu S. Le Lievre.— Newi (nan ai«tei 
AddreM, Clenannen, 7, Bourie Street. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION.— Mr, Lee. trained lui term, i 
requeued to call at the office. 
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itOYAL BRIDE.— Iinpartant._Ht. J. Tbomu, pleue call >l 
98, EiTol Street, north-Heat, Melbourae, euly. 

STANLEY ANDREWS.— Tour brother-in-[a*, John Crofl, hu 
uriTol. E^ase tend jour addren to Helbourne Poat-office. 

SHIP KENT.— IF tbiaihoiild meet the eye of Wm. Biirchfleld, 
who came out bj ibe above ihip, he will oblige by sending hi» 
addreiito Mr. Hj. Deacb,ihip Swifliun:. News froni bome. 



The eighth divieion is headed " Board and 
Lodging," which, in two cases is too cheap 
by half :— 

BOARD AND RESIDENCE, 2, ElmbBOk Terrace, VictorU 
Paiade. Sepurate bed-roomi, if required. Terms, 30i. weekly. 

BOARD AND LODGING. 1/. It. pet week, or 3i. 6<f. per day ; 
board alone, 16t. ; lodginga, 5«. per week. 166, Boarke Street 
Weit 

The ninth division is " Houses and Land 
to let" : — 

A Snug fiTe-roomed COTTAGE, witb large garden uid liable. 
24 milea from town lo 'Let, fumiifaed, 35i. pel week. Or the 
fumitiue, *c. (which ia new), would W»old for 28/. Apply early 
to Wallii, Ratate Agent, South Tarra. 

Then comes a formidably lengthy list, 
headed " Sales by Auction," extending over 
a couple of broadsides. Foremost among the 
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hundreds of different commodities offered for 
sale, we have freehold land and leasehold 
properties, wines, spirits, and liqueurs ; boots, 
hams, salmon, butter, cheese, starch, ale, wax 
vestas, pipes, maccaroDi, and candles ; honae- 
hold furniture, ships, barges, schooners, an 
omnibus, and a cutter — the " Flying Cloud." 
After these come sugars, and congou tea, 
Sydney soap, preserved potatoes, Californian 
barley, confectionery, dried apples, tobacco, 
Polar oil, Danish oats, sulphuric acid, twine, 
brooms, buckets, bacon, and green paint ; also 
ironmongery, matches, Belmont candles, 
American axes, hatchets, woodware, and 
nails-; also damaged grain and oats, bottled 
porter, pickles, sardines, sauces, oils, chicory, 
and haberdashery. Stations, and cattle» 
horses, and working bullock teams come, last 
in order of succession. 

After the sales by auction, come the 
" Government Advertisements." 

Public Worki Office, Melbourne, September 29, 1B58- 
TENDEBS will be received until 12 o'clock on Friday, October 
15, for a Gold-office at Creswick. Full porliculirB at this office.-:- 
C. Garan Duffy. 

This is no other than the veritable Duffy 
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of tbe Nation, now Chief Commissioner of 
Pubjic Works, with a seat in the House of 
Assembly. 

Under the same heading are the following: 

VICTORIA VOLUNTEER AKTILLBRY REGIMENT.— 

Eitnct from Oenenl Ordara, October 4 :— 

No*. 1, 2, aud 3 Gun DetachmeDti will Parade a,t Piince'i 
Bridge Buiicks, on Tbunda; , October 7, al 1 p.m., fur the pui- 
poae of firing > salute upon the occuion uf Hia Excellency the 
Goreraor opening Pirliaineat Undran unirnrm. 
Bf ardcr, 
Henry Powell, Ciptaiu and Acting AdjuUat. 
Adjutuil's Office, Prince'g Bridge Uirracks, 

Octobers, 1S5B. 
ROYAL VICTORIA YBOMANRY CAVALRY.— In accord- 
aace with General Order, No. 163, of tbe 4tb iiiat., a Stile Escort 
will Parade at Piince'a Bridge Barracka, on Thursday, tbe 7th inst., 
at half-past 12 i/clock p,ai., <□ review order. 
Bj order, 
O. 8. BurtuD, Captain and Adjutant, 
Orderly Sootn, IDG, Collini Street West 

The twelfth division is "Public Companies," 
under which appear the Australian Fire and 
Life Insurance Company, tbe Church of 
England Life Assurance Institution, the 
Colonial Insurance Company, the Melbourne 
Fire Insurance Company, the Melbourne 
Branch of the Hobart Town and Launceston 
Marine Insurance Company, the ditto of the 
Tasmanian Fire Insurance Company, the 
Professional Life Assurance Company, the 
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Liverpool and London Fire and Life In- 
surance Company, the Victoria Fire and 
Marine Assurance Company, the Unity 
Fire Insurance Association of London, the 
Victoria Insurance Company ; and lastly, the 
St. Andrew's Mining and Sluicing Company, 
all eager competitors for public patronage. 

Division thirteen is appropriated to " Public 
Notices." Here is one which bears ominous 
intelligence to Vincent Gush. 

irVlNCENTbUSHdoHnDtcalirnrhin Boiei at Mr. Uwia'f. 
No. 12, Bendiga Street, North Melbourne, berore the 35th of tbii 
momh, they n-ilJ be lold, to defray eipeii>e«. 

Another tells of gas and lighted streets in 
the suburbs; a third is calculated to raise 
a doubt as to the honesty of one Murphy : 

ST. KILDAAND PRAHRAN GAS COMPANY.— Limiled 

Liability.— The Pto?isional Director*, having complied, with the 
Btandiugorden preliminary totheii going tn Parliament for the Act 
or Incorporation, lequeat that thoae Sliare bolder) vho have 
not paid the Finl Call (now overdue) will do to immediately. 
Applicatiani for the remaining uaallotled eharei to be made at 
the Company'* office*, St. Kilda, ind 3S, Colliiii Street l£«>i, 
Melbourne. By order of the Board — September 27, 18S8. 

To CARRIERS and OTHERS.— EDMUND MURPHT, of 
Merri Creek, on Jnly 30 laat, received from Grice, Sumner, and 
Co., three bullock-dray loadi of I3at9 and Fluur, under agieemcut 
to convey the »»me to W. and A. Webb, ilorekeepen, Saodhurst, 
vbiefa he hu not jet done. Information ii tequetted. 
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The next division is devoted to "Tendere." 
The city of Melbourae Gras and Coke Com- 
pany require from one to three thousand tons 
of English Newcastle coal, to be delivered 
during the year 1859. After wading through 
a long list of these, we come to " Building 
Materials," wanted and for sale. The next 
in order is "Publications and Literature:" — 

ADVERTISBMBNT5 for fint number of CHRISTIAN HHES 
Ttetnei at tbe pnbKdiiDt offio*, 26, PliDdan Lwie Wert. 

BOURKE'S PARLIAMENTARY PRKCEDENTS, Mill. 
Coloniil ConttilutiauB, De Tocqucrille't Democracy. OlcDriy 
WilMD, BookMilet, 172 Bomke Street Eul. 

CHURCH UISSIONAKV REGISTER, 1S16 to IMO, hilf- 
boDnd, jjrice 35*. Dnighl, Bookieller, Dear ParlUntent Housei. 

CIRCULATING UBRARY. — A splendid onanment or 
BOOKS LENT to READ, Olenny Wilaon, 172, Bouike Street 
East. 

DWIOHT, BookKller, near ParliameDt Houmi. — BOOKS 
PURCHASED, Excbmged, or Sold on conmiMion. 10,000 rola. 
at low prlcn. 

ENCYCLOPEDIA HETROPOLITANA,laiiteditioii,26 •oli. 
quarto, bair-bonnd, lit, 15». Dwight, Bookseller, neu Parliament 



THE CHRISTIAN TIHE3, a religioos weekly nevapaper, 
edited by the Rer. Jamat Taylor. Publiihed Oclober 3. 

THE LAND, Importuice of it* Coltnre to the Qeneial Pro- 
sperity of Victoria. 2>. GJ. Blandell and Co. 
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THE GREAT HISTORICAL STORY, by Paul Peppurgnu*, 
Eiq., aathor af !ihaDd]r Uaguire, in 2 vols. 12mu., 712 pages, with 
lix fine illuMiaiioiK, nmlly bound in doth, gilt bicfct, I2t. The 
Spffiwife, or the Qiieen'a Sccretj > Tale of the limea of Qaeea 
ISliiabeth, bj Paul Peppergrau, Esq., author of Shtnd^ Htgulre. 
U. T. OaBOD, Eliubelh Street, 

Immediately following the Great Historical 
Story comes "Produce, Provisions, and Flour," 
under whicli heading an excited grocer ex- 
presses a want, evidently in utter disregard 
of the fortune of every other grocer in the 
colony, and in the spirit of an unbounded 
monopolist : — 

TEA, Tea, Tea.— Wanted every famil; in Victoria (o purchase 
their TEA at T, W. Tlioma* and Co.'i Royal Auitralian Tea Ware- 
house, 105, SwaostoD Street 

The next division is devoted to " Mer- 
chandise." There is evidently competition 
going forward in the paper-hanging line, for 
we read, 

A Reward to any perfon proving to have boDght PAPER- 
HANOIKGS cheaper than tboM aellmg at Carlera, 71, Queen 
Street. 71. 

An iDimenw aasortment of PAPER HANGINGS, 3d. Catlet's. 
Draving-roomt, li. 3d.; ■atiris, entremely chaste, li. 6d ; 40 
palteme, gold, St. Carter's. 
ACKNOWLEDG ED PAPERHANGINGS. cheapen alCarler'l. 
All will find where puffing ia done— 
Not at the Oolden Satenty-one, 
But where the public ibould but knov, 
Who adopts an iucogDilo. 
Cheap Paperhaoging Harenent. CaannerciBl price, 3d. Patroniie 
the origiua] supporter. 7 1 Queen StreeL 71. Carter^ 71. 
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The interest in Port Curtis appears to be 
very great, for we stumble over a dozen sach 
as the following : — 

PORT CURTIS. — PRESBRV ED MEAT, Vegetable., and 
Milk ; Mian's Perer and Ague MMlicineg. Cbellew'i, 76, Fliaden 
Lane East. 

FORT CURTIS.— H aria; GOODS lo suit tti at diggings, am 
williDg to EXCHANGE Ifaem for lind nau MelbouiM. Apply 
Nathan Joseph, Farmer's Place, Ccllius Street East. 

PORT CURTIS.—The beat nibiCiCale for h*i and blankets is 
on OPOSSUM RUG. Ad anoitmeol at Harfs, 105, Collins 
Street Weit. Guns, pistols, Ac. 

Here is an advertisement that makes us 
acquainted with a few choice names, the first 
on the list being suggestive of a very capa- 
cious vehicle indeed : — 

AHEHICAM CARRIAGES ON SALE, viz. :— Carijialls, 
Cbaiseg, TilburTS, Gigs, Buggiea, Jumpers, Araecicau hariMM. Tbe 
PANTECHNICON CARRIAGE REPOSITORY, 91, Queen 
Street. 

The heading, " Houses and Land to Let," 
next follows, occupying a column, which is 
succeeded by ** Houses and Land for Sale," 
occupying a column and a quarter. There is 
evidently no dearth of house accommodation. 
After these comes "Meetings," one only being 
announced, and that appertaining to tbe 
" Melbounie Permanent Freehold Land and 
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Building Society." " Election Notices" heads 
the next list ; " Stations and Live Stock " 
follow, hut the matter is too dry to be lin- 
gered over. " Drapery and Clothing " is even 
worse reading ; but the Port Curtis element 
abounds even here, and in connection with 
solar hats, we read : — 

BLAIR, Halter, 31, CaUins Street Wu(.— A Urge Slock of 
SOLAR HATS, niiuble for Port Curtis. 

" Lectures, Sermons, &c.," ia the next head- 
ing, but it supplies only a single advertisement, 
and that relating to a religious gathering. 
" Public Conveyances" informs us that the 
peoples' line of coaches run on every alternate 
day from Melbourne, and Castlemaine, and 
Sandhurst; the fares to or from the latter 
place and Melbourne being forty shillings, 
and to or from Castlemaine and Melbourne 
thirty shillings. 

The other advertisements are as follows : — 

COBB ft CO.'iTKLEQHAPH LINE OF MAIL COACHES. 
— Summer Amagemeiil. — Reduced Fuei. — On and after Friday, 
Octnber 1 , eoiohei for Caitlemain^ Saudhant, uid Maryborough, 
will leite the booking-office, No. 23, Bourke Street Eut, daily 
(Sundayi excepted), at 6 a.m., 8 a.m., and S p.m., sharp, connetl- 
ing will) Coaches to Bonca, Moama, Swbd BilJ, and Maiden'a 
Pumt on (he Hurray; and Dunolly, Avoc*, Ararat, and PleauDt 
Cted. 
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To Cutlimame, 6 a. 

Do. 8 a, 

Do. S p 

To SuxihiiTat, 6 a 

Dn. 9 p 

To Uaxyborough, S a 

Do. 5 p 



do. 



2 

3 
3 



Paanngere leaiinic Melboarne at 6 a.m 
about 3 p.m., Sindbunt about 6 p.m., aod Maryborough about 
eja-m. on the followmg day. Pa»engn9 leaving Melboorn* at 
a a.m., arrive iu Cajtlemaine about 5 p.m, and can proceed to 
Sandhunt by the Night Coach, leating Castlemaine about 3 a.m;, 
on the following morning. Pameiigen leaving Helbauroe at 5 p.m., 
arrive at Kyneton about 12J p.m., dutkmaine about 3 a,[n.,SaBd- 
hurai about G a.m. Victoriaa Stage Co. 

REDUCED FARES TO BALLAARAT.-TELEGBAPH 
LINE OF MAIL COACHES TO BALLAARAT, — Cotche» 
leave No. 23, Bourke Street Kait, for Bailurat direct, daily (Sun- 
days excepted), at 6 a.m. Coache. leave No. Z8, Great Malop 
Street, Geelong. daily, at 7 a.m., and on arrival of 9.43 and 4.43 
ttaini from Melbourne. Pasiengers aud parceli for the route via 
Geelang, booked at No. 23, Bouike Street Bad, Melbourne. 



To Ballaarat, via Geelon^, let cltuii, day ..250 

TaBollaant, via GeeloDg, 1st cJBii, night .. 2 12 

ToBallaanil, viaGeelung, 2ndclau, day ..226 

To Ballaarat, via Geelong, 2ijd cImb, night . , 'i iO 

To Ballaarat, via Geelong, 3rd claai, day .. 1 IS 6 

To Batlaaiat, via Geelong, 3rd cla», night ..260 

To Bdllaarat, direct, fares now reduced to . . 2 10 D 

REDUCTION OP PARES TO BEECHWOBTH.— Thiough 
in 30 houn for «.— TBLEGRAPH LINE OF MAIL COACHES 
TO BEECHWORTH.— A Coach will leave onr Bookiug-office, 
23, Bourke Street Eaat.gt 2 p.m. daily (Sundays excepted), for 
Beectiworth, via Kilmore, Broadford, Seymour, Arenel, Longwood, 
Euroa, Violet Town, Benalla, Wangaratta. 
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TELEGBAPH UNEj OF HAIL COACHES TO M'lTOR. 

—A CoBch will leare our Offica, No. 23, Bonrice Str<«t BmI, 
every Homing, it 7 o'clock (SiiDdays excepted), connecting 
wllh 'cnnrcyaace* to Whroo, Ruabworth, ind Mnrcbiioa, pauing 
througli Somerton, DonDybcook, Kilmon, and Pyolong, arriving al 
M'lvnr in nine boun. / 

" Carriers " is the next heading ; the car- 
riers appear to be all vanted, as no carrier's 
adTertisement appears. " Bullock Drays 
Wanted," is the usual prefix. " Educational" 
immediately succeeds, and occupies three 
parts of a column. I extract a couple from 
the group : — 

BRIQHTON PARK SCHOOL—Yaang g«utlemen are care- 
fully prepared for tbe UDiveiity and Commercial Pumuilx. The 
premiui arc delightfollf Mtoalcd in tbe middle of Che park, 40 
acres iD dleot. Erery facility rev batbing. 

Toong gentlemen from a diilance can continue in tbe ntabliib- 
meot during the Tacation. 

pDpila from this achool have gained ExhtbitioDa at the UniTer- 
>il;; also tbe iOL premium afler pa>ing tbe Matriculation Ex- 
hibition. 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE.— LAW CLASSES.— 
The October Term eomnieacei on Wednewlay next, Octuber 6, 

Gentlemen can enter tbeae clasMi Bl the canmcneement of any 
Term, and without paiaing any preliminary cxaminalion. 

Further parliculan may be obtained on applicalion to the 
Regietrar. 

" Machinery" must be in great demand, as 
there is a separate division assigned to it. 
We next come to " Amusements." Thia is 



i,vGooglc 



THE NEW WORLD. 335 

refreshing, as " all work and no play makes 
Jack a dull boy." Here they are :— 

THEATRE ROYAL— Fi™i Race Nighl Fint Night of « 

New Drama, enlltleJ BROKEN TOTS, LaW night but three of 
the HKW BURLG5QUE, with iU beautiful Scener;, Music, 
Dresiei, and Bullet, rendeiiiig it the most complete produetian 
ever produced in Auiitralia. 

WedncMla}', Oclobn' 6, BROKEN TOYS. To conclude with 
Ihr laughable t*rce,eiilided, LOLA MONTES. 

Katherine Claper (a clen itaichet) 1 

The CaunfesB KilteltDbonn } Hn. Ctirance Holt. 

Lol> (the celebrated DkDsiuse) ' 

In which character ibe will imrodoced thecdebnted SPIDER 
DANCE. 

PRINCESS'S THEATRE.— Id coniequeiice of the eitTBOr- 
diniry guccesii of the Opera, GUY MANNERING, it will be 
repeated this Ejenirg, with the same powerfnl cailo; — Uiw Julia 
Huland, His. Hancock, Mrs. Phillips, Mr. Sbeiwin, Mr. Faiqii- 
haiBon, and Mr. Rogera. 

To conclude vith (hj ipecial deiire) the aelection frota DON 
PASQUALE, in which Madams CartudiDi and H. Coulali will 
aj-peai. 

Muaical Direclora — Meaan. LaieQu and L. Norman. 

CHRISTMAS rRESENTS.~The most uieful and elegaM pre. 
•entation! for young persons at the approaching aeuon, is an Allot- 
ment of Land at Barhli^'ille, with a fVee deed aad plan, together 
with a lottery ticket for the magoifleent piintiagi at the Alhion 
Hotel, I/, ii. 

The drawing lakea pldce on Monday, December 27, at the Albion 
Hotel. 

Office — 46, Collins Street Eait. 

MELBOURNE PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY.— Fifth Snb- 

acription Concert, Tueailay, October 2G, I8SS, (o conaisl of Handel's 
Serenota, ACIS and GALATEA, and a aelectioTi «f aeculor 

Ailmimon to Qallery, it. 6d. 
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OLYMPIC THEATRE.— One Thounod Miles in One T 
Houn. AUao Mackean hu eompleled &ja hundred and eigfal]r-fire 
milei of thli HeiculcBD Feat. 

Timea of walking — a quarter before and one nlnale after each 
even hour. 

AdmlBsJon, Ope Shilling. 

CRBMORNE GARDENS.— Open Daily, from 11 to G, and 
erery Night, frain 7 lo balf-paal 11. titla Nights— Monday, 
Wedneada;, Tbucsday, ind Saturday. Grand PrDmenule erery 
Saturday Afternoon. Open after church houn on Sunday. 

The cheapest and moit Norel Entertain meat in Ilia world. 
See handbills 

MADAME CAROLS, Ckirroyanle, 190, Collim Street Eatt. 
CMBultatiDD) given daily, in which comiiiff erpota are revealed. 

AMERICAN HIPPODROME.— Lait Week of tba Seasoa. 
Wednesday, October 6th, THE EDUCATED DOQS. Grand 
Maaqueride Entree. The Olympiaos. Young Raphiel, 

Ninth and la«t grand select Mid.^ay Perfonnaace, on Saturday 
next, October 9. 

RACES. RACES. RACES.— A. Debeaui, French Restau- 
rant, •ii and 43, Queen Street, bega to infomi hia friends and the 
public generally, thai he has opened a Luncheon and Dining Uoom, 
at No. 9 Booth, on the Racecourse, where be will have all requi- 
site delicacici for pic-nics ready cooked, and of firtt quality, 
sucb at Fowls, Ducks, Turkeys, Pales, Gelatines, Ham, Bologna 
Saoaagea, Kc. — Remember, No, 9 Booth I 

RACES. RACES. RACES.— Tbe public ate respectfully in- 
formed that the Grand Stand Refreahment Room will he under 
the direction of the New Bath Hotel, St. Kilda. Durmg each 
day an excellent Cold Collation, with Salads, &c, will be provided, 
at the reasonable charge of hatf-a-crown. 

It will be the aim of the Proprietor to supply the visitort (o the 
Racecoune with the choicest Wines, Spirits, Ale, Porter, &c. 

MUSICAL LOTTERY.— The Priiea were Drawn For ou 
Saturday, October 3, at the Criterion, and the principal Frius 

No. 10 . . . . Prise No. 1 

No. 257 a 

No. 340 . . . . „ 3 

All lbs Prize* will be given out this day, «i the OlBce, 307, 
Bourke Street East. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN YOUTB will b« Exhibited, for a few 
difi, up-ttun ill tfae AHemblj Hotel, comer of Stephen and 
Bonike Streeli. PrivUe entrance in Stephen Street. Admioion 
Ii. CbildreD half-price. 

ROYAL ASSEMBLY HALL, 8L Eildi.— The Subscription 
Ball wUI come off no Tueedty ETening next, October 12. A fa\l 
QaadiilteBand i( engs^d, Dincing to conamence st 9 o'clock. 
Mr. WIVELL, M.C. 

Ticket! mi; be had of Mr. Jama, Terminus Hotel, and of Mr. 
Potter, Ro;al Hotel, SI. Kilda. 

MECHANICS' INSTITUTE, Collins Street East— On Friday, 
October S, 1858, Mr. Bliek wiU gire hii enteHainment, enlitled 
THE WREATH, iatroduciag, by approprtale narratire, the fal- 
lowiDg Irigh, Scotch, Eagliib, Oerman, and Italian Songi : — 

ThePrince'e Day— Rich and Rare— VienI ta oiia Vendetta— 

Tullnchgorum— Ob ich dich Hebe !— Sally, SBlly—llKi Uird o' 

Cockpen— Flowers o' the Foreat^I am a Roamer^Whit would 

yon do, lo»e ?— My boy Tammy— We're a' Noddin. 

Book* of Wwds, erf. each. 

Tickets, 2(. ed. each ; ReserTcd aeats, Si. 

To admit three, 7j. ; do., I4i. 

Do. four, 8i. Srf.; do., 17*. 6rfL 

Do. Bve, lOt. ; do., 1/. 

Do. aix, lU.; do.. U. 1>. 

Under 16 yeara of age, half of the full liogU price. 

QUEEN'S ARCADE Qoeen't Arcade.— Calcium Light. 
Tlie eng^:einenl with Professor Clunes terminates on Saturday, con~ 
■equently thii will be the list week that the benntlful Diuulving 
Views (the aame aa were exhibited to thousands at lite Poly- 
technic Inslilntlon, London) will be produced in the Queen's Arcad& 

Doors open at 7, comipeDco at B o'clock. Admisalon, It. each. 

The Theatre to Let. 

PROFESSOR ANDEESON, this Evening, at Mechanici' 
Initllute, Emerald Hill. 

THE MONSTER GOLD NUGGET COMPANY.— Sbaiea at 
2/. 2i. each. A large portion already taken. Partiee taking a 
share in thi; undertaking may become posiessed of the celebrated 
Welcome Nugget, the largest and fiiietC muft of gohl In the 
worrdj the Nil De^perandum; Briwu Hill; or. Young Welcome 
Nuggets! 

TOL. I. Q 



3,q,z.-3bvGoogle 



338 A FANORAUA OP 

Stuiraa to be had at the ed&bliBlmicuU of Wiltbowiki Brotben, 
Ballauit, or M their officea, No. 1, CoUioi Street Eut, comer of 
Elizabeth Stnet, Melbouma. 

Guirdntee for (he security of the gold—the Bank of Victoria. 

The legalitf of this underlsking ig eetabliBbed under the fol- 
lowing saving cliu« in the Act ISth ViclDrm: 

" The proriiiutu of this Act ahall not apply to lbs diitribuljoii of 
■ny property amoDgit the (ahueholden of my compuif ) owoen 

Firlies in the country requiriog protpectuieg muit enclote a 
poitage stamp ; the; can then (ign (he application for abuei, and 
return it with a draft for the amount. The ibarei will then be 
forwarded. 

PRINCE OF WALES QUADRILLE ASSEMBLY, Prahran. 
— Thii Evening (Wednesday). Reunion de la bonne aociete. 
Eight o'clock. 

CLAIRVOYANCE. -Madame Carole, 190, Colling Street Eait, 
gives Duly Consultationa on lubjecti of uiefulnea and Interest. 

PHRBNOLOQY.— Mr. Sohier. Eitabliihed five yean in HeU 
bouiike. Written characters from S*. Opposite Eastern Market. 



WAX WORKS, PHRENOLOGICAL MUSEUM, and 
PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT GALLBRY.— Profeuor Sobier 
and Mrs. Williams, Proprietor*. Opposite Eastern Market 

"Bank Notices" follow "Amusements," 
bat there is nothing noteworthy among them ; 
and the same may be said of " Lost and 
Found," which is the last division of all. The 
paper winds up with the announcement, " In 
consequence of the pressure upon our space, 
we are compelled to omit several columns of 
advertisements." Turning over the news 
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portion of the paper, we find a few great 
facts compressed into a very small amonnt of 
matter. Thus : — 

" The revenue returns of the colony for the 
year and quarter ended the 30th September 
are published in this evening's Gazette. The 
total revenue for the year amounted to 
£2,986,180, against £2,993,696 for the cor- 
responding period ended 30th September, 
1857, showing a decrease of £7,516. That 
for the quarter amounted to £636,31 1, 
against £873,615 for the corresponding 
quarter, showing a decrease of £237,304. 
Comparing the two years there is a marked 
decrease in several items of the Customs 
revenue. Spirits, wine, and beer have con- 
tributed £72,891 less during the latter than 
the former period, and tobacco £22,037 
more. In the receipts at the gold fields 
there is a decrease of £5,729 in miners' 
rights, and of £3,411 in the leases of 
auriferous lands ; and an increase of £2,367 
in business licenses. In the revenue derived 
from the sale of Crown lands there is a . 
decrease of £16,143. Under the head of 
Q 2 
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licenseB there is an increase of £43,986 for 
assessment on stock, of j£ 10,266 for other 
occupation licensee, and of £5,728 for those 
of spirit merchants and brewers. There is a 
decrease in auctioneers' licenses of £1,707, 
in publicans* of £2,381, and in all others of 
£5,565. The postal service shows an increase 
of £ 12,298. Under the head of fees there is 
an increase of £4,863, and under that of fines 
and forfeitures a decrease of £2,229. 
The miscellaneous revenue is pretty evenly 
balanced as regards the total, but some of 
the items vary conBiderably. There is a' 
decrease of more than one-half in the 
unclaimed amount accruing from tbe sale 
of impounded cattle. There is a con- 
siderable increase in the rates affecting tbe 
immigration of Chinese. The electric tele- 
graph department shows an increase of 
£5,425. 

"The net decrease on the quarter, of 
£237,304, would appear at first sight to be 
an un&Tourable item of no unimportant 
character; but on reference to the subjoined 
talbes, it will be seen that no leaa a sum than 
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£212,002 of this decrease is to be traced to 
the Land Sale Fand.* The quantity of land 
offered by the GoTemment has been very 
small during the past quarter, while during 
the third quarter of 1857 it was considerably 
above the average. The only other source of 
reveDue which a comparison of the two 
quarters brings prominently under notice, is 
that of the Customs department, which shows 
a decrease of £9,538 in the duties on fipirits, 
of £3,996 on wine, of £12,942 on beer, and 
of £9,604 on the export duty on gold ; and 
an increase of £9,891 on the import duty 
on tobacco, and of £4,167 on sugar and 
molasses." 

Referring to the leading articles, one of 
them throws a light upon the great Port 
Curtis question, which is so much agitating 
the public breast. It says : — 

" Considerable diversity of opinion appears 
to exist with regard to the climate of Fort 
Curtis and of the surrounding country. As 
at the present moment a correct statement 

* Sib Appendix, No. II. 
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will be of the greatest importance to manj'' 
who purpose trying their fortuDes there, we 
deem it right to lay before our readers the 
best information that we have heea enabled 
to obtain upon the subject. Whilst many 
persons have sought to decry the climate in 
the strongest manner, almost leading one to 
conclude that in heat the district is a second 
Sierra Leone, and in humidity is equal to the 
Pontine Marshes, others have asserted the 
climate to he but little inferior in salubrity 
to that of Port Phillip. We are inclined to 
believe that tbe truth is to be found between 
the two extremes of these opposite state- 
ments. There can be no question, situated 
as the gold fields are, not only within the 
influence of the tropics, but actually within 
tbeir very boundary, that the heat of the sun 
must necessarily be excessive. Already, even 
in the month of September, the miners have 
found the heat to be so intense as to be 
compelled to pursue their work beneath the 
shade of boughs of trees placed over them 
for the purpose of affording them some sort of 
protection irom the scorching rays of the sun. 
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If Bucli be tbe case at the present moment, 
what will the heat be when the orb is directly 
over tbeir heads, as it will be in the month of 
December? In an article that appeared in 
this journal on Friday last, we alluded to the 
probability of a dearth of water being felt 
during the coming season, and this, notwith- 
standing the fiict that the rainy season is ap- 
proaching. We have since been informed 
that there ib no likelihood of such a want, 
owing to the very heavy rains that will pre- 
vail, but we have also very good authority 
for re-asserting the probability of a dearth. 
Amongst tbe other correspondence that has 
appeared on the subject, we published a letter 
on Monday ft-om Mr. Samuel Mossman, 
who spent twelve months in the Port Curtis, 
Wide, and Moreton Bay districts, experienc- 
ing all the vicissitudes of the climate. That 
gentleman states that during the rainy season, 
which commences about the end of October, 
and continues until the middle of March, 
* scarcely a day passes without rain, while for 
weeks together it pours down incessantly.' 
Another gentleman, Mr. Charles Smith, who 
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professes to be ' personally acquainted with 
the district adjoining Port Curtis,' states that 
' the rain sometimes &lls heavily for eight or 
nine days together, and is followed by an 
intensely hot sun, producing a sort of vapour 
bath, fevers, and ague.' Mr. Smith, however, 
places the beginning of the rainy season a 
month later than Mr. Mossman, viz., at the 
end of November instead of October. It is 
unfortunate that neither of these gentlemen 
has expressly mentioned in what part of the 
Port Curtis district his experience was ga- 
thered. They do not say whether their 
sojourn was on the sea coast, or whether their 
visits extended any way into the interior. 
This it was very d^irable for them to have 
stated, as also whether they are personally 
acquainted with the country to the north- 
ward and north-eastward of Port Curtis, 
about Kepple Bay and the Canoona gold 
fields. Prom their account it would appear 
that there was no probability of a scarcity of 
water. 

Leichardt, however, tells a different tale. 
It should be recollected that the heavy 
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rains would most probably occur in tbe im- 
mediate Ticinity of the coast, and tbat there 
would be nothing like the same Ml in tbe 
interior. Around Gladstooe, which is the 
harbour of Port Curtis, during the dry season 
there is said to be a great want of water, 
whilst, during the rainy season, the very 
opposite objection is felt, the country being 
represented to be almost impassable through 
the excess of water. Supposing this account 
of Gladstone and its neighbourhood to be in 
every way correct, it need not, however, have 
the effect of alarming our adventurers, as the 
town lies about one hundred miles to the 
south-east of the Cauoona gold fields. In an 
article that appeared in an early number of 
the Jourtud of Austrcdada, in reference to the 
Port Curtis district, it is stated, * that during 
the greater portion of the year the weather 
was hot, but not oppressively so, the sax in 
tbe neighbourhood of the coast being tho- 
roughly cooled by the sea breez^ which gene- 
rally sets in every evening about sunset' By 
the neighbourhood of the sea coast, we pre- 
sume, is intended the whole country lying be- 
q3 
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tween the coast &nd therat^ea, aboutlSOmiles 
inland ; for we know, upon the authority of 
Dr. Leichardt, that however great was the 
heat during the day, his party almost inva- 
riably felt the invigorating influence of the 
sea breezes at night. Prom the journal of 
the unibrtunate explorer, we learn that daring 
the rainy season — and it was during that 
season that he pursued his journey through 
that part of the country, crossing the 25th 
degree of south latitude at the commence- 
ment of December, and entering the 22nd at 
the end of March — he was frequently in want 
of water. However continual might have 
been the rains in the immediate vicinity of 
the coast, they appear to have been very 
infrequent in his neighbourhood. He often 
rode twenty-flve miles in a direct line without 
meeting with water, and on one occasion he 
followed, in the beginning of January, the 
course of a creek for seventy miles, without 
once finding the much wished for fluid. 
When the rain did come, it was nearly always 
attended with thunder and lightning. ' It also 
often occurred that there were thunderstorms, 
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with every appearance o£ nuD, while it did 
not actually fall. 

" Prom the above facts our readers will 
perceive that there is some reason to believe, 
that notwithstanding the heaviDess of the 
rains upon the coast, considerable dearth of 
water may be experienced at some distance 
inland. The Canoona gold fields are situated 
about half-way between the coast and the 
ranges followed by Leichardt. At present 
water is only to be obtained by sinking, and 
in a well that is dug overnight, there are often 
five or six feet of water in the morning. 
Should a scarcity of water not prevail to any 
great extent, we do not think that there is 
anything in the climate calculated to be very 
injurious, if proper precautions be taken. 
Absurd as it is, even in Victoria, to carry out 
all the practices of England, with respect to 
our clothing and what we eat and drink, it 
would be a hundred times more absurd to do 
so at Port Curtis. Above all things, we 
would caution those who value health, or 
even life, to abstain from an immoderate use 
of spirituous liquors. Here they are baneful 
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enough, bat in the heat of the tropics they 
would have the deadliest effects. Intoxication 
there would speedily bring about delirium 
tremens, and the victim would only be released 
irom his sufferings by death. 

"The uncertainty that exists about the 
climate, as well as the productiveness, of this 
now famous district, vrill, it may be hoped> 
be shortly removed. In about ten days or a 
fortnight from the present time, we may ex- 
pect to receive a communication from our 
Special Correspondent, whom we have de- 
spatched to Port Curtis. In the meantime, 
we would earnestly advise intending emi- 
grants from Victoria to wait patiently for 
reliable information." 

Another part of the paper affords a para- 
graph novel of its kind. 

" Effacisg Postees. — The contention at 
present going on amongst the professional 
'Bill-Stickers' is beginning to produce a 
great deal of public inconvenience. Several 
public meetings, at which questions of import- 
ance were to have been discussed, have been 
all but failures, owing to the posters by which 
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they were announced having been immedi- 
ately covered by a rival io the trade. It has 
also beeo said that not a few public sales have 
been, by the same cause, converted into mere 
private bargains, effected in an assemblage of 
a few fortunate individuals." 
And so the chapter ends. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

The Pobt Curtis Gold Rush. — The occu- 
pation of gold mining developes one form 
of excitement wbich appears peculiar to this 
pursuit — viz., the " tush " to the scene of a 
rumoured fresh discovery. First arrivals 
generally fare best in the newly found field, 
and the anxiety to be amongst the foremost 
naturally interferes with the exercise of much 
prudence in these precipitous movements. 
The extraordinary action of the mining com- 
munity in regard to the matter now referred 
to, has so far exceeded in mystery and 
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magnitude all previous proceedings of the 
kind, as to be entitled to a special record. 
Any future edition of the *' History of Popu- 
lar Delusions" might, with great propriety 
and advantage, include a narrative of the 
Port Curtis Rush, or, as it has been not inaptly 
termetl, the Modern South Sea Bubble. 

About the end of July last ('58) intelligence 
reached Sydney, by a small trading vessel, 
that rich gold fields had been discovered in 
the Port Curtis squatting district, a country 
at the very frontier of civilisation in the 
extreme north of the colony of New South 
Wales. 

Two vessels were laid on by speculative 
shipmasters, and, another small trader arriving 
with a specimen of the gold and exciting 
statements of indications of the place being 
abundantly auriferous, a steamer was also 
started for the new Dorado. At this crisis, 
some scientific busy-body of diligent research 
disentombed a traveller's account, written at 
the time when gold was continually coming 
to light in unexpected localities, and in this 
account the existence of gold somewhere 
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hereabout was boldly predicted. Close upon 
this came the intelligeDce that nearly all the 
inhabitants of Gladstone, the one small town- 
ship in this outlying' district, had recklessly 
deserted their homes, and rushed to the 
Canoona gold field. Then arrived at Sydney 
again, the small crafl by which the first news 
had been received, and this time with sixty 
ounces of gold, and enthusiastic private 
letters from some of the diggers, who con- 
jured their friends to make every effort to 
reach the new land of promise- The Govern- 
ment Resident also wrote in breathless haste, 
recapitulating individaal instances of great 
success, and recommending that the aurifer- 
ous country should be proclaimed a gold 
field, according to the Act, immediately. 
This quick succession of stirring incidents, 
being so similar to those which characterised 
the first discoveries of gold in New South 
Wales and Victoria, so inflamed the imagina- 
tions of the diggers in both colonies that a 
sort of stampede or unreasoning rush of abont 
twelve thousand men, principally from Vic- 
toria, was the speedy consequence. The 
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reaction and despair were as extravagautly 
sudden and excessive as the excitement and 
elation of the adventurers had been slight- 
foonded and preposterous. Some remarkable 
accident appears to bare tbrown tbe first 
arrivals upon tbe only bitberto known pro- 
ductive spot. A letter from a Sydney 
resident, who gave bia address as a guarantee 
for bis trutbFulaess, contained an assurance 
that the writer bad by bis individual and 
inexperienced labour obtained twenty-two 
ounceB in one week. 

Upon receipt of tbe first authentic intel- 
ligence in Melbourne of tbe real state and 
prospects of the place, public attention was 
anxiously turned to tbe consideration of the 
probable position of the seven thousand 
diggers who bad left for Port Curtis, Tbe 
subject was discussed in tbe Legislature, and 
a prompt measure of relief for tbe tbougbtlesa 
miners was resolved on. Continued reports 
only confirmed the first adverse account, that 
tbe Port Curtis district was a magnificent 
liouDtry, but that for practical mining pur- 
poses it contained no sufficiency of gold. At 
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tbe earliest period when the movement 
assumed an important aspect, a special com- 
missioner was despatched to report from per- 
sonal obserTation upon the extraordinary and 
eventful condition of affairs at the new field. 
That gentleman reported the prostrated hopes 
of the over-sanguine goldhunters, but at the 
same time pronounced the new country to 
present a fine field for colonisation ; indi- 
vidual distress would follow the lack of 
certainly remunerative employment, and 
crime and outrage would inevitably dog the 
heels of destitution. The Victorian Govern- 
ment, with commendable alacrity, announced 
in the Legislative assembly their intention to 
despatch immediately an agent, fully author* 
jsed to confer with the Sydney Government 
in regard to any measure of relief, and to take 
steps to carry out the most efficient measure 
resolved on. The "Victoria," Government 
sloop of war, was also announced as intended 
to be sent on this mission as soon as she 
should return from a surveying cruise for tbe 
Tasmanian submarine telegraph. Very shortly 
after this announcement the steam ship 
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referred to came back, and was ordered to 
prepare with all expedition for this service. 
Provieions for a thousand men for one month 
were placed on board, it having been ascer- 
tained by inquiry at the banks, and by 
information variously obtained, that the bulk 
of those who bad followed the new rush were 
possessed of sufficient means to exclude all 
fear of pressing want for a time. On arriving 
at Sydney, it was found that several ships 
which had left Melbourne for the new dig- 
gings had returned with their entire freight 
of passengers, who, hearing on the way of 
the disastrous revulsion of opinion about the 
Port Curtis country, had unanimously con- 
sented to be taken back to Melbourne. 
Upon the arrival of the " Victoria," it was 
found that no general suffering prevailed. 
Speculators had sent forward provisions in 
abundance, and sheep and cattle being 
obtainable from the stations in the district, 
the cost of living was found to be less 
than at any of the gold fields in Victoria. 
Still, these favourable circumstances could 
merely defer the inexorable result to the 
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great balk of the miners. There being no 
gold, and no work to be obtained, the future 
was easy to anticipate, and the miners, verj 
soon irritated by privation and soured by 
disappointment, began to manifest much tur- 
bulence and insubordination. The govern- 
ment resident. Captain O'Connell, at this 
critical juncture, being partly induced by a 
thoughtful fersightedness, and partly coerced 
by gravely threatening appearances, resolved 
to take upon himself the responsibility of 
shipping off some fourteen hundred of the 
unemployed ; acting in this for his own Go- 
vernment, and relying on the faith of that of 
Victoria to justify his action in the emergency. 
The men thus relieved by Captain O'Connell, 
contributed as much as lay in their power to* 
wards the expense of their re-conveyance to 
the latter colony. The authorities sent by the 
" Victoria" chartered vessels for carrying the 
remaining Victorian diggers, at a cost of 
about £6. per head for passage money. 
This amobnt, varying slightly according- to 
the terms made with different ships, the 
miners all undertook to repay, being dis- 
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tinctly informed tliat the passage provided 
for them was not a gratuity, but an assistance 
from their Government to euable them to get 
home. Every man, before receiving his pas- 
sage ticket, signed a promissory note, ac- 
knowledging his being indebted to the 
Victorian Government for the amount ad- 
vanced for his passage money ; such amount 
to be repaid within three months, at a placie 
thereafter to be announced. About six 
hundred and twenty Victorians were ia this 
wise shipped to Mellx>ume, leaving a fow 
who were yet willing to remain and await 
some fresh discovery, or were able to betake 
themselves to other resources. Some fow 
hundreds of Sydney men were anxiously 
awaiting the assistance of their own Govern* 
ment to get back to the homes they had so 
hastily deserted. ' A large number of diggers 
from both colonies had found their way to 
Sydney independently of Government assist- 
ance; and a very promptly-met call for a 
subscription in their aid, had resulted in a 
sufficient sum being raised to enable these 
men, to the number of several thousands, to 
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reach the various gold fields of New Sonth 
Wales. Thus all the serious and natural an- 
ticipations of tribulation and calamity that 
were felt in Victoria withregard to this diggers' 
escapade were gradually and not tardily re- 
lieved. The district that has thus bad cele- 
brity thrust upon it, is situated oa the east 
coast of Australia, between the twenty-third 
and twenty-fourth degrees of latitude, being 
in fact, just within the tropic of Capricorn, 
and some fifteen hundred miles from Mel- 
bo.urne. The country is occQpied by a few 
hundred settlers, engaged in squatting and 
agricultural pursuits, and being finely grassed 
and watered, is now, having been exalted to 
a reputation as lofty as its previous obscurity 
was profound, eagerly and anxiously sought 
after by the squatters. Correspondents de- 
scribe the land as singularly rich and fertile, 
and the scenery as charmingly varied and beau- 
tiful, and possessing a iairy-like ^scination- 
for those who have just quitted the tame 
landscape and monotonous foliage immedi- 
ately round Melbourne. The river Rtzroy 
is navgiable for fifty miles for ships of 'four 
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hundred tons ; and above that distance, 
smaller craft can penetrate the country by 
the upper river and its confluent tributaries, 
the Mackenzie and the Dawson, for hundreds 
of miles farther. The bush, in this district, 
differs essentially from that of New South 
Wales or Victoria, in the variety of its tints, 
and the abundance of flowering shrubs and 
edible productions. The few months' expe- 
rience of the chinate have led to the belief 
that it is remarkably healthy, though perhaps 
at times rather tryingly warm for the Euro- 
pean constitution. The settlers have been 
liable to attacks from the native tribes, who 
are. said to tie at once savage, timid, and 
treacherous. They wear no clothing, nor 
even a dab of paint, so it can be readily sup- 
posed that the squatters regard them as ob- 
jectionable neighbours. To protect them- 
selves, they have organised a black police 
force, consisting of about a dozen men, re- 
cognised by the Government, and commanded 
by duly-appointed oflScers. These natives 
are from the Wide Bay tribe, and have a 
mortal enmity to those of Port Curtis. They 
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wear a dark cloth uniform, are furnished with 
carbines, which they too well Icnow how, to 
handle, and have capital horses, which they 
sit like steeplechase riders. The only diffi- 
culty in emplojing these fellows is uncer- 
tainty of being able to control their savage 
nature when once roused. When warmed 
with the excitenaent of the chase, they re- 
semble a wild beast that accidentally tastes 
his keeper's blood, and inetantly forgets all 
submission and fear in his blind, infuriate 
iostincts. Not many months ago, tbey mas- 
sacred some thirty or forty of the Port Curtis 
tribe, when the intention of those who called 
in their aid had been merely to rout and 
disperse, and administer some limited chas- 
tisement for a recent attack. A township 
has been laid out at Rockhampton, the 
highest point to which large vessels can ascend 
the Fitzroy; and land, at the first Govern* 
ment sale, produced three hundred pounds 
per acre in the best situations. Four thousand 
pounds were realised by this sale, nearly all 
the land put up being purchased. The 
buyers are believed to be quite uninfluenced 
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by any expectation of any fresh gold dis- 
coveries, bat depend upon the great natural 
advantages of Rockbampton as a shipping 
port, and the probability of its being the 
nucleus of a very important settlement. 
Positive individuals there are, whe still assert 
that gold will one day be discovered in 
this rogioD, in payable abundance; but as 
before observed, the prediction is one that 
will bring its author some repute if verified, 
and at the same time is exceedingly difficult 
to disprove. The stir about this remarkable 
movement is now subsiding as swiftly as it 
-arose, and the most permaneat reflection in 
reffard to it, appears to be sheer wonder at 
sach an epidemic crednlity. 
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APPENDIX I. 



THE SETTLEMEMT OF JOHN BATMAN IN 

PORT PHILLIP. 

(From kit own Journal, 1835.^ 



MiY 10. — Sunday. — ArriTed aboard of the 
"Rebecca," at balf^>ast twelve, noon, in com- 
pany with Mr. Sands, who remained on board 
for half an hour. The " Rebecca" had made 
about four milea down the river Tamar, when 
that gentleman took his departure. We 
passed the "Jeannette" aground, and this 
tide reached -Bosenears, where I went on 
shore ior the space of an hour. 

The " Rebecca" was again got vpder 
weigh at 1 1 p.m., and the tide took us down 
R 2 
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to Middle iBland. My Sydney natives have 
behaved handsomely, and worked well; in- 
deed, it was greatly owing to their cheerful 
and willingly-ofiered services that we have 
succeeded in reacbiag this distance: their 
behaviour on this occasion was gratifying, as 
a good augury of their future services daring 
the continuance of the object which I have 
in view, viz^ that of secretly ascertaining the 
general character and capabilities of Port 
Phillip, as a grazing and agricultural district. 

May 11.— The anchor was heaved by 
9 a.m., and a light, agreeable breeze carried 
us into a small, well-sheltered bay, near 
George Town. The banks of the country in 
the vicinity abounded in wood, of which a 
quantity was collected and taken aboard, for 
the purpose of fuel for the ship's use. 

Captain Harwood and I walked over the 
narrow neck of land to George Town. At 
the time of our leaving the vessel (12 o'clock) 
the wind was fair, and it was our intention 
to have been again under weigh without loss 
of time, but, about 2 p.m., the wind veered 
to due west, and a violent horricane, accom- 
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panied with large hailstones and rain, took 
place. 

Fortunately, the vessel weathered the 
poiDt, and, eventually, although with diffi- 
culty, found safe anchorage in the cove of 
George Town, where she was, shortly after- 
wards, joined by the GovemmeDt sloop, 
" Opossum." That vessel had started for the 
heads, but was compelled to retreat to the 
cove for shelter, in consequence of the fury 
of the storm of wind, rain, and hail. Our 
crew, both whites and blacks, got thoroughly 
wet through. I took up my quarters at 
Wilson's Inn. 

May 12. — The heavy storm of the pre- 
ceding evening continued to rage throughout 
the night. By 9 a.m. the weather cleared 
up, and there appeared a probability of a fair 
wind. Our newly-raised hopes had, how- 
ever, barely been formed, when a most deci- 
(ledly unfavourable change of wind again 
took place, accompanied, as on the previous 
oight, with heavy rain. We had the pleasure 
of meeting the port officer. Dr. Smith, with 
whom we held a consultation on the pro- 
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bable duration of the present un&Tonrsble 
weather, as we were anxious to resume our 
voyage to Port Phillip. He gave it as his 
opinion, that we should not be able, nor 
would it be safe or prudent for us, to reneir 
<mr voyage, until the moon was at its full, on 
the following day, when a change of wind 
usaally took' place. 

Here I neglected not my poor, four-footed, 
and fiuthfiil canine companions, but made a 
small investment with the butcher for the 
wherewithal to feed them. 

We continued anxiously watching the 
weather irom the window of our inn. At 
8 p.m. the rain ceased, the clouds dispersed, 
and the full-orbed nocturnal luminary showed 
his jolly conntenance, with his attendant sa- 
tellites and ndereal companions dotting the 
vault of heaven. Everything, indeed, to oar 
great joy, promised an agreeable change, and 
that we should, on the following day, make up 
our lee-way. A bnllock was slaughtered in 
the town, which, with three large kangaroos 
that had been caught by my Sydney natives, 
furnished an ample supply of food, both for 
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<Darselve8 and the dog^ vberewitli to resame 
our TO^ge. 

May 13. — Shortly before daybreak, the 
wind Bet in with renewed ftiiy, accompanied, 
as before, with hesTy rain. A dense fog 
followed, which lasted till 10 a.m. Alto- 
gether, the prospect of resuming our journey 
was far from cheering. 

The bollock killed cm the previous day 
furnished the inhabitants of the primitive 
town of Cieorge a sumptuous hreak&st, and 
most of them were engaged in cutting up 
and cooking savoury steaks. For three or 
four days previoua to the arrival of our little 
vessel (which we destined to act the part of 
a pioneer to the future development of the 
hitherto uncnltivated wild of Port Phillip) 
nothing in the shape of fresh meat was to be 
obtained for love or money. They all feasted 
— were full, and, I hope and trust, were 
satisfied. 

The run continued, and the stormy winds 
blew during the whole of the day. In the 
evening, as it still continued to look " thick 
in the clear," and no signs of its abatement, 
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an interesting nautical cabinet council was 
held, consisting of ourselves, a Mr. Brown, 
an old master of a Government vessel, Mr. 
Wood, a pilot, and Dr. Smith, the port officer, 
who unanimously agreed that there was little 
prospect of a change for at least a week, and 
that we should consequently have to remain 
at George Town for that period. Upon re- 
ceiving this doleful intelligence, I determined 
upon sending a boat to Launceston. 

The blacks caught another kan^roo. The 
good conduct of my Sydney natives, as well 
as that of the three white men, affords me 
great pleasure. 

May 14 — 

"Blowonl yewifidi, audonck 7<HircheeksI" 

The violent winds of the previous night, with 
heavy rains, characterised this morning ; and 
we could not, in consequence, succeed in our 
object of sending a boat to Launceston. 
About 10 a.m. a smalt vessel hove in sight, 
and Dr. Smith, with his usual kindness, took 
Captain Harwood and myself in his boat to 
the newly-arrived vessel, which proved to be 
the " Hind " brig, from Sydney, on its way to 
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Launceston. This ciroumetanee was fortu- 
nate, as it enabled me to despatch Captain 
Harwood to Launceston, for the purpose of 
obtaining a iresh supply of biscnits, meat, 
aad various other stores, which our present 
and probable further delay rendered neces- 
sary. On Captain Harwood's return to the 
vessel, a bark hove in sight, which proved 
to be the " Belinda," of Sydney, with a cargo 
of whale-butts. She left Sydney fourteen 
days previous to the swling of the " Hind." 
Sent the natives out to hunt kangaroos. It 
is tedious and distressing to be thus delayed 
at so short a distance from Launceston, and 
but for the circumstance of my having taken 
a formal leave of all my friends at that place, 
I should have been induced to return, pend- 
ing a change of wind. We were not, how- 
ever, singular in our misfortune, as the 
" Opossum," the " Edward," and a small 
schooner of eighteen tons, close alongside, 
are also wind-bound. The little eighteen- 
ton vessel belongs to Captain Friend, and is 
laden with bark from Cape Portland, with 
only one man on hoard. I have taken up 
e3 
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my quarters at the Waterloo Tavern, where 
the accommodatiooa are eqaal to anything of 
the kind in Lasnceston. 

May 16.- — ^Hie morning broke fia^ al- 
though the wind Btill continues to blow 
strong from the west. During the course of 
the forenoon a emiJI schooner camo in, the 
" William and Ann," from Port Sorell, with 
a Ctfgo of lime for Captain Scott. I borrowed 
a whale host from Dr. Smith, and went over 
to Captain Hasseirs farm, and brought back 
three hundred weight and a half of potatoes. 
The wind bUU cMitinued from the west, and 
the " Edward," bound for Circular Head, was 
like ourselv^B, unable to proceed. 

May 16.— Hiia morning was hazy, with 
the wind frvm the south-west ; it was a fair 
wind for us, provided it freshened, in antici- 
pation of which I immediately went on board of 
the cutter where we had not been long, when 
the " Shamrock " made its appearance, towed 
by whale boats. Captain Friend, Mr. Scott, 
the sorveyor, and Mr. yeoland.were on board. 
Captain Harwood arrivedt and informed me 
that be had duly forwarded my letters to 
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Mrs. Batman. He bad scarcely HDished his 
recital, when, to mj astonishment, Mrs. 
Batman herself arriTed in the gig, with the 
groom driving. In doing this she was gnided 
by the contents of my letter, anticipating a 
stay of some days' duration, and was desirous 
of shortening the tedium of the delay by 
spending it in the company of each other. 
God bless her for such kindness. Her 
presence and company was, indeed, a com- 
pensation for a sojourn which had already 
proved sufficiently prolonged and provoking. 
The night closed vrith the wind again in its 
former adverse quarter — the west. 

May 17. — Sunday. — This morning com- 
menced with a more favourable wind, and the 
vessel made the heads in company with the 
schooner "Edward." Anxious to spend 
the last minute with my wife, I drove down 
in the gig in her company. I went on board, 
uid tbe wind again changed to the west, we 
visited tbe lighthouse, afterwards driving into 
George Town to the "Waterloo," where 
Mr. Collicott, postmaster-general, and Mr. 
Wright, shortly after arrived from Launces- 
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ton, and joined us at the dinner table. The 
westerly winds continued to increase in 
Tioleoce, and tlie vessels were compelled 
to take shelter in Kelso Bay, where thej 
anchored for the night. 

May 18. — Captain Harwood sent in a note 
this morning from the Tessel, intimating that 
the wind was fair. After taking a hasty and 
parting breakiast with Mrs. B., Dr. Smith 
kindly undertook to put us on board. My 
dear wife had the horse put in the gig, and 
was driven to the lighthouse, from whence 
she could see me fairly ofl^ and where she 
remained until we were lost to view on our 
entering upon another horizon in the dis- 
tance, in which all my hopes and expectations 
had long rested. So long as any part of the 
outline of our vessel rested above the horizon. 
So long did Mrs. B., frttm the flagstaff, con- 
tinue an anxious and interested observer. 
The " Edward " schooner kept just ahead 
of us all the evening. The wind, up to 
midnight, was westerly, and we consequently 
made little headway. (I hope my dear wife 
will get home safe.) 
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May 19. — At daylight this morning I was 
awakened by the captain with the very un- 
pleaeant intelligence of a foul wind having 
eet in, and be advised putting into Port Sorell 
a.9 soon as possible, as the gale vras increasing. 
I had observed all yesterday a changeableness 
and uncertainty about the winds ; and about 
9 a.m. we cast anchor close to the beadsi 
in a position to take advantage of a change 
of vrind in our favour. We saw the acbooner 
'' Edvrard " a long vray out in the offing. 

Some fish were caught for break&st, and 
after that I took a walk on shore, from 
whence I shortly returned, and had the 
vessel moored closer in shore, and under the 
lee of the island. I then went on land a 
second time in the hope of getting a kan- 
garoo. The country, however, proved too 
scrubby to enable the dogs to have a fair run. 
Daring the . afternoon the westerly winds 
continued to increase in violence, and it 
became necessary to run the vessel higher 
up the port, to the proper anchorage ground, 
under the shelter of a small island, which we 
did. We then paid a visit on shore, and saw 
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two limebamers, who inhabited a hat, and 
were the only parties residing there. They 
gave me some excellent fish. One of them 
mentioned to me that there was a fine tract 
of land opposite the but, on the other nde of 
the bay. 

May 20. — ^The morning broke with every 
appearance of a change of wind in our iavour. 
At 9 a.m. the old man (one of the two lime- 
burners) from the island came aboard, and I 
gave him a looking glass which I had promised 
him on the previous day. We were not 
aware of the length of time which might 
have elapsed since he had taken a &ir survey 
of 'his woolly or frosty pow, and bristly 
porcupine-like bead. He was probably 
desirous of reserving that pleasure until 
reaching his owe hut, as he pocketed the 
glass. 

By 11 a.m., the breeze having freshened 
from the right quarter, we again got under 
weigh, and sailed slowly past the farm lately 
in the occupation of Captain Thomas. Passed 
the mouth of the river Mersey, whose line of 
coast was distinctly marked and well-defined 
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by a dense growth of the native myrtle, 
encalyptus, and other Tasmanian timber treefl, 
of stupendous growth, and in the far-off dis- 
tance the bulky and towering, well-covered 
outlines of the Great Western, Range, from 
whence the river Mersey takes its source. 
Continuing our course in the direction of 
what is called Round Head, we succeeded in 
accomplishing a distance of twenty miles by 
midnight, when the wind again veered, and 
blew a strong gale from the adverse quarter. 
May 21.— 

" Ceam 1 rud* Boreu, blutleiing nilei I " 

The heavy westerly gales of thfe preceding 
night continued this morning, and caused our 
poor little vessel to toss and skip upon the 
troubled swell of the mighty waves ; we found 
ourselves drifting rapidly in the direction of 
George Town. The captain recommended 
returning to Port Sorelt. This plan we 
forthwith adopted, and anchored off that 
place about 2 p.m. As I was extremely 
anxious to effect my object in reaching Port 
Phillip country, every additional delay was 
the more acutely felt. 
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After casting anchor, I paid another visit 
to the hat of mj bearded friends, the time- 
burners. A dead calm having succeeded the 
roaring of the elements about 11 p.m., I 
rejoined my party on board ship. The calm 
continued until midnight. 

May 22. — Just before daylight a slight 
breeze set in from the southward, with clouds 
drifting from the westerly quarter. By 
11 a.m. all was again calm, and the little 
*' Rebecca " lay like a gull asleep. We paid 
another visit to the shore, and took a short 
excursion inland ; travelling over some good 
grazing land, of suflScient extent to form a 
large and valuable grant. Its position was, 
of course, a guarantee for a plentiful supply of 
that very necessary element, good water. In 
the afternoon I went out with my old friend 
the limeburner, and with his net succeeded in 
catching several nice fish, some of which we 
took on board for the use of the crew. 
Towards evening the wind blew from the 
westerly quarter, and we were unable to 
move an inch. An hour before midnight I 
turned in, and wact soon in the " arms of 
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Morpheas," dreaming softly and pleasantly 
of newly-acquired territories in Port Phillip. 
When we awoke, our fabulously-acquired 
wealth vanished like the "baseless febric' 
■which Shakespeare represents as its peculiar 
character. 

May 33. — From midnight until daybreak 
the wind increased in violence, and the cap- 
tain dropped another anchor for security. The 
gale continued the whole day; not the 
slightest chance of our removing from here. 
To relieve the tedium, ]' went on shore, and 
left some letters in charge of the limebumers, 
with instructions for them to be forwarded to 
Launceston by the first opportunity. I pur- 
chased from these men the following tools : — 
four maulrings, three axes, one breaking-up 
hoe, one cross-cut saw, four files, two harrows, 
one shingle hammer, one pailing hammer, 
one saw sett, one gimlet, one auger, five 
wedges, one hand saw, one spade. These 
tools I purchased with the intention of 
leaving Gunn, and the other white man, 
at Port Phillip, should the result of my 
expedition prove equal to my expectations. 
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At 9 p.m. I returned on board, and went 
to bed. 

The' letters left with the limebamers wer^ 
one from myself for Mrs. Batman, and 
another firom the Captain to hia better hal^ 
Mrs. Harwood, and were addressed to the 
care of Mr. Cotterill. Our absent Penelopes 
were, doubtless, dreaming of our having, hy 
this time, reached the fertile land of promise. 

May 24. — ^This momiDg, the wind ba'nDg 
changed in our iavour, we lost no time in 
gettiug underweigh, audsacceeded inreachiog 
theheads by noon, when it fell a dead calm, and 
so remained nntil 2 p.m. At that hour a breeze 
sprang up, directly adverse to oar progresa, 
and drove us back for shelter to our former 
anchoring place, opposite our friends, the 
limebumers, whose log hut appeared to act 
as a magnet, the circle of whose influence we 
were not allowed to pass. Our temper was 
severely ruffled at this continual series of de- 
lays (although we have as philosophic a 
temperament as most mortals), which per- 
petually interfered with the due carrying out' 
the object of my voyage. Bat " persevere 
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and prosper " we mnet allow to be our motto 
pro. tern. I was puzzled to pass away the 
time during the after part of the day, and at 
eight turned into nay hammock, which, under 
present circumstances, was far from being a 
bed of rosea. 

May 25. — The same unfavorable winds 
from the westerly quarter, and the sea 
running mountains ^igh at the heads. As 
the gale continued to increase in violence, we 
were obliged to run higher up the river, and 
again took shelter close under the point. To 
kill time, and to relieve our ennui, the captain 
and myself went on shore and walked round the 
island. We obtained two augers from Hine, 
one of the limeburners. Two 'p.m. : westerly 
gales continue, and not the least apparent 
signs of a change. "In troables, to be 
troubled, is to have your troubles doubled," 
says the poet. We considered ourselves as 
being especially unfortunate in our detention 
at this place. 

A week has elapsed since our leaving 
George Town, and here we are still. Nine 
p.m. : the wind continues. X sent for one of 
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the limebuniers, and gave him three dollars 
to take our letters to put them in the post 
office at George Town. I have dispatched 
three long letters tp Mrs. Batman, and Captain 
Harwood two to his absent fair one. My 
Sydney natives have taken up their qnarters 
on shore the last four nights, in preference 
to remaining on shipboard ; therein they have 
shown good sense. 

May 26. — At 3 o'clock this morning it 
commenced raining in torrents, and at 8 a.m. 
the limeburoer came on board for the letters 
for Launceston, which he had undertaken to 
post at Gleorge Town. 

Eleven a.m. : a light breeze sprung up, 
fair if it continues, and we are now sailing 
gaily towards the heads. Ten p.m. : the 
wind continues &vourahle, and there is at 
length a prospect of oar reaching Port 
Phillip. Our little vessel is sailing over 
cleverly in the direction of Circular Head. 

May 27. — The favourable wind of yesterday 
continued up till 2 o'clock this morning, when 
it suddenly veered from the N.W. and by 
north ; we were unable to keep our coarse, 
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end made the West Hunter; having run 
eighty miles since leaving Port Sorell. This 
distance was more than I expected to accom- 
plish from the time of leaving Port Sorell. 
At noon we cast anchor ; I determined to 
visit the shore, and landed near the entrance 
of a large cave, wliich I explored, and found 
it to extend 180 feet from the mouth to the 
end ; the entrance was 40 feet wide, and the 
average depth of the cave was about the same; 
the roof was beautifully fretted and covered 
with stalactites. This is the largest cavern 
I have yet met with in the colony. A great 
many fish were caught in the course of 
the day. We again sighted the " Edward " 
schooner, on her way to Circular Head. At 
6 p.m. the wind veered in our &vour, and 
the captain got his little vessel under weigh. 
We made a good run during the night. 

May 28. — During the darkness of the 
night, we passed King's Island, and about 
1 p.m. sighted a portion of New Holland, the 
land of promise, and to reach which we had 
already endured many anxious days and 
sleepless nights. We continued nearing this 
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hitJierto unappreciated portion of New Hol- 
land, and, as evening now cast its shadows 
over the waters, the captain preferred lying 
off the luid at a distance of about eighteen 
miles, until the following morning, when we 
anticipated the satisfaction of ent^ng the 
port of Phillip. Several chain hooks, being 
baited and attached to the ends of ropes, 
were thrown over the vessel's side, and two 
fine, long, bright, and well-tasted barracootas, 
fish peculiar to the coast of Aostralia, were 
caught, not, however, until we bad lost 
several hooks, in consequence of the fish 
having bitten through the rope, above its 
junction with the chain or wire part. 

May 29. — Daylight had no soonn l»oke 
this morning — and never had its cheerful 
return been so ardently longed for — than we 
were again greeted by the sight of Port 
Phillip heada, at a distance not apparently 
exceeding eight miles. 

By 9 a.m. we were between the heads, 
with the tide running out, and nearly at low 
water; a heavy surf, and the wind light and 
baffling. We effected an entrance with diffi- 
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culty, at a part of the bay where Uie vidtb 
was about a mile and a quarter. We took 
sonndings, and found the depth of water 
from five u)d a half to eeven ^thorns, We 
succeeded, however, in entering one of the 
finest bays, or basins of water, well sheltered, 
that we remember to Lave seen. Within 
the bay, the water was, compared to our late 
tossing in the boiling and foaming waters 
oatside, as smooth as a mill pond ; and our 
little bark floated gently along, like a sleep- 
ing gull. X shall, however, take this oppor- 
tunity to remark, that it will be desirable to 
enter its mouth only at the times of the tide 
running in. As we were saihng down the 
bt^, we were surprised to hear the repeated 
barkings of a dog, and were somewhat 
puzzled as to how he came there. We had 
just called upon P' to account for this 
phenomenon, when a flock of at least one 
hundred wild geese rose, within a shot's dis- 
tance of our vessel. They appeared of a large 
size, and flew before us in the direction of 
the port. After sailing about twelve miles 
up the port, we cast anchor in a small bay. 
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and afterwaids made preparations for going 
on shore. In getting ready the boat for that 
purpose, -we caught sight of another dog on 
the sandy beach. We made for that spot, 
and found it to be a native dog or dingo, 
which had apparently been left by the natives 
a day or two before our arrival. It appeared 
to be quite tame, and was perfectly femiliar 
with my Sydney natives, although, with the 
cunning peculiar to the Australian dingo, he 
would not allow them to lay hands on him. 
After a short time, our dogs broke after and 
ran him down into the water, where we shot 
him. He proved to be a large and hand- 
some animal, of the same character as the 
Australian dogs generally. On resuming our 
march from the scene of the last incident, 
we came upon apparently quite fresh tracks 
of the natives, leading to a village of huts or 
gunyahs, which had not been abandoned, as 
we judged irom sundry indications, for more 
than a day or two ; some appeared to have 
been used by the natives as their marine 
villas, in which they bad been plentifully re- 
galing on 'the mussel, unio, and periwinkle. 
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from the large number of empty shells which 
lay in heaps around. We passed into the 
country, and, at the distance of four miles, 
commenced travelling over land, a little 
sandy in places, but of the finest description 
for grazing purposes ; nearly all parts of its 
surface covered with kangaroo and other 
grasses of the most nutritive character, inter- 
mixed with herbs of various kinds ; the kan- 
garoo grass (anthisteria Australis), and other 
species, from ten to twelve inches' high, of a 
dense growth, and green as a field of wheat. 
We were perfectly pleased with the countiy 
at tbis part, and here changing our course, 
found it to open around into softly undula- 
ting bills and plains, with, as before, the 
richest grass and verdure, so delightful to the 
eyes of the sheep farmer. As a relief to 
the landscape, the gently rising eminences 
were adorned with wattle, banksia, native 
honeysuckle, and the she-oak, whose short, 
straight, stumpy butts and round heads re- 
sembled a namber of pins sticking in a lady's 
pincushion. On our return to the vessel, 
we passed over another thinly-timbered and 
vot. I. s 
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richly-grassed plain, of not less than from 
two handred to three hundred acres, on 
whose rich suriace a large number of kan- 
garoos were feeding, and, but that our dogs 
were stiff, from being so long on shipboard, 
some interesting hunts would have followed. 
We saw several more native huts or gunyahs, 
and the marks on one tree were quite fresh, 
apparently cut yesterday. We continued 
our course down the bay, and found the 
country everywhere of the same richly- 
grassed character. We caught sight of some 
hills in the distance, bare of timber, although 
they had the appearance of being clothed 
with verdure to their summits. They ap- 
peared distant about six miles. I purpose 
paying them a visit next morning, as I an- 
ticipate being able to take from their sum- 
mits a good survey of the surrounding 
co.untry, more particularly that part lying in 
a north-west direction. My natives pre- 
ferred sleeping on shore to night, whilst 
Captain Harwood and myself took the shelter 
of the vessel. In the course of my day's 
excursion, we have travelled at least twenty 
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miles, and the skipper is knocked up ! In 
the earlj part of the eveniDg the wind set in 
again, and continued to blow hard until mid- 
night. 

May 30. — The winds of last night con- 
tinued, and the vessel was tossed about con- 
siderably, owing to the absence of shelter. 
We hailed our Sydney natives, and directed 
them to go round to a point of land and 
meet the vessel, as a boat could not land to 
bring them off. At the distance of about fif- 
teen miles, we reached the point indicated, 
and had no sooner anchored, tban we per- 
ceived my Sydney natives coming along the 
shore. I again landed, for the purpose of 
taking another inspection of the country, 
which we discerned as exceedingly rich, and 
beautiful in the extreme; thinly-timbered 
richly-grassed, and diversified by a few sweet 
valleys, and hills of small elevation and of 
volcanic formation. The soil was of a fine, 
rich, oily, decomposed whinstone. Nothing 
could be more satisfectory, and in every point 
the reality far exceeded my most sanguine 
expectations. In these and other situations, 
s2 
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the kangaroo and other native grasses have 
attained at least two feet, and thick as it 
could grow, capable of affording hay of the 
best quality. The trees were thinly-scattered 
in a park-like form, averaging five or six to 
the acre. 

Robinson Crusoe was never better pleased 
with the appearance of the first ship which 
arrived, and rescued him from his desolate 
island, than I was with the vessel which 
proved the means of my thus opening to 
view a country capable of supporting a future 
nation, and which, we trust, will be the 
means of relieving the Hobart Town country 
of its overstocked cattle, and the mother- 
country of her surplus and half-starved 
peasantry. Futurity must develope this pro- 
phecy ! Further travelling and examination 
only added to my pre-conceived estimate of 
this extremely interesting and extensive ter^ 
ritory ; consisting of plains or downs at least 
twenty miles long by a width of ten miles, 
and the distance may have been greater, but 
for the interruption of hills more than ordi- 
narily high, which broke the horizon in dif- 
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ferent directions. One of these vistas, which 
I have at present in view, cannot form a less 
area than one hundred thoasand acres. Its 
general character presents that of cultivated 
pasture for centuries past; the few trees 
appear as though they owed their plantation 
to the hand of man. All the high hills are 
covered with grass to their summits. 

I ascended these eminences or hill-summits, 
firom which the view was most satisfectory. 
The country on either hand presented the 
same continuation of rich pastoral plains, 
apparently of greater extent than those 
already mentioned. The bay up which we 
sailed to-day, and where we cast anchor* 
varied in depth from two and a half to six 
fathoms, and to my great joy, I discovered 
the fires of the natives or aboriginal inhabit- 
ants of this marvellously fertile country, and 
felt delighted beyond expression that the task 
of its discovery should have devolved upon 
myself. Z intend going ashore to-morrow 
morning to the camp of the natives, and, if 
possible, shall establish a friendly intercourse 
with them, in order to effect a treaty for the 
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purchase of a large portion of their fertile 
and hitherto useless territory. 

May 31.— Sunday. — The vessel lay last 
night in three fathom water, in a fine little 
bay, to which I gave the name of Gellibrand's 
harbour, in honour of — Gellibrand, Esq., late 
attorney-general, of Hobart Town. 

As soon OB the day broke, we landed for 
the purpose of carrying out our object with the 
aborigines. We had not travelled more than 
a mile uid a half wl^en we canght «ight of the 
mtoke arising from the fires of several I^ge 
gunyahs or huts. My Sydney natives imme- 
diately stripped off their clothes, and intro- 
duced themselves, pura naturabUis, to the 
inhabitants of. the ganyahs ; at least they 
intended to have so done, but on reaching the 
little village, they discovered that the sable 
tenants had departed that morning. My 
natives forthwith beat for their trail, and 
having found it, we commenced to follow, 
and continued on the track for aboat ten 
miles, when one of my natives caught sight 
of a black at the distance of a mile. Having 
made a sign to us, we ag^n formed into 
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Indian file, and marched after him until we 
came ap to the black fae bad seen, who proved 
to be an old and crippled, woman, having no 
toes on one foot. About a mile ahead we 
saw the main body of the tribe whom we had 
followed, and overtook them about 1 p.m. 

My Sydney natives and their new com- 
panions, by a sort of freemasonry, or &om a 
similarity of language, appeared to perfectly 
understand each other, and a friendly footing 
was at once eetablished, which augured well 
for the accomplishment of my projects. 

A corroborree with song was got up in 
quick time, in which both tribes joined, to my 
great delight. The company was composed 
entirely of women, twenty-four in nnmber, 
each having a child at her back, excepting 
one who was young and very good-looking. 
They informed us that the male members of 
their tribe had gone up the river. With this 
interesting group of females were four native 
dogs or dingoes, and independent of infant 
burdens, they each had a net or basket hung 
around their shoulders. The weight of some 
of their loads could not be less than sixty or 
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scTenty pounds ; these loads were so large as 
to form a hump behind, on which their 
children rested. Each had, besides, two or 
three baskets of their own manufacture, 
containing nets, stone tomahawks, bones, 
crystals, &c. In one of the bags, which I 
took the trouble to examine, I found a piece 
of the tire of a cart wheel, with the remains 
of two nail holes. This piece of iron was 
ground down to a sharp edge, and fixed in a 
piece of wood for a handle ; they used it for 
the purpose of cutting with as a tomahawk ; 
with this were several pieces of iron hoop, 
which they had likewise ground to a sharp 
edge, and used as substitutes for knfves. 
Several large wooden vessels, of rude con- 
struction, for the purpose of holding water, 
were also among their utensils, and in one 
of them was some water, of a bad quality. 
They very willingly came back with us to 
where I had a number of blankets, glass 
beads, looking-glasses, sweet sugar apples, 
and handkerchiefs ; and I distributed amongst 
them eight ptdrs of blankets, thirty handker- 
chief^ one tomahawk, eighteen necklaces of 
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beads, six pounds of sugar, twelve looking- 
glasses, and a quantity of apples. They 
appeared to be very much pleased with the 
presents, and shortly after receiving them 
took their departure. I bad arranged that 
we were to meet again to-morrow. The young 
woman, of whom I have written, gave me a 
very handsome basket, of her own making ; 
some of the other women also presented me 
with two baskets, and several spears ; all of 
which I took with me on board. I have this 
day travelled over at least fifteen milen of 
country, all of the same good character of 
open plains, several of which, seen from a 
neighbouring hill, could not be less than 
twenty miles square. In the course of the 
journey I ascended a sugar-loaf hill, which 
was richly grassed to the top. This hill I 
dedicated to the honour of J. T. CoUicott,. 
Esq., po9tmaster>ge'neral, and I hope and 
trust that, should this magnificent country 
eventually be settled upon, this hill may in 
future be allowed to retain the name of Mount 
Collicott. I never could have imagined it 
that so fine a country existed on 
s 3 
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the f&ce of the globe — gentle hills, plains, 
and downs, on which five thousand sheep 
might have been allowed to feed vrith little 
trouble to the shepherd. I cannot, however, 
shut my eyes to the fact, that, fine as the laud 
undoubtedly is, from what I have yet seen of 
it, there is a great deficiency of water, although 
I have no doubt whatever that water might 
be easily obtained by digging. 

I had forgotten to record that, during our 
conference this morning with the aborigines, 
they expressed great alarm at the report of 
a gun, all lulling spontaneously with their 
faces to the ground ; they had evidently never 
beard the report of a gun before. All the 
children wore a good-looking and healthy 
appearance. We travelled this day, in going 
and returning, at least thirty miles, and, in 
the coarse of our journey, observed a num- 
ber of the bustard or native turkey; but 
they were too shy to allow us to approach 
within shooting distance. 

June 1. — 'We left the vessel this morning 
at daybreak, being most anxious to resume 
our rambles over a country possessing so 
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many interesting features, and iacilitiefi so 
entirely congenial to the ripening of my 
intentions. We travelled round the bay to 
examine some plains and low hills at a dis- 
tance. After crossing the neck of land we 
fell in with a small river or creek, which we 
were obliged to follow up, as we were unable 
to cross it ; indeed X had rather a desire to 
follow it up, as I anticipated finding fresh 
water at its head : we followed the course 
of the creek for ten miles, when we saw a 
great many duck and teal. The creek here 
was from fifty to sixty yards wide. We 
passed many dams of stones across the creek, 
made by the natives for the purpose of 
catching fish during the summer months. 
These dams were from four to five feet high, 
and excellently contrived. Three or four of 
these stone walls were built in succession, 
with floodgates formed of sticks and bushes. 
We found at least a dozen of these dams or 
wears in different parts of the creek. It was 
also on the margin of this stream where we 
discovered the remains and bones of an 
animal unknown to us. I cannot describe 
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it, but I counted twenty-four joints in the 
vertebrae or back-bone ; and as each separate 
joint averaged at least three inches, the 
animal must consequently have been npwwds 
of six feet in length ; and we judged that a 
considerable time must have elapsed since its 
death, as many of the bones were partly 
burned. It was quite possible that there may 
have been originally more bones in the back 
than those enumerated. I have brought on 
board part of the head, thigh-bones, and some 
part of the back, for learned gentlemen to 
study over on my return to Van Dieman's 
Land. This skeleton was discovered by us 
in the vicinity of one of the native fishing 
places. We continued our journey up the 
stream, until it assumed the character of a 
chain of ponds, where the water was slightly 
brackiah ; the farther we proceeded the 
better the water became ; at length we 
reached a very large, deep pond, where the 
water was excellent, and we here shot two 
teal. The diameter of this pond was at least 
]50 yards; and finding it situated in the 
heart of a tract of good country, of unknown 
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extent, was an additional source of satisfBCtion 
to us. We here camped and took dinner, 
after which we ascended a chain of well- 
defined hills, but of no great elevation, and 
to reach which we travelled through the same 
fine, open country for five miles. Scarcely 
a tree was observed upon the surface of the 
plain ; the stems of the largest did not offer 
a greater diameter than eight inches, and in 
some places there vras not a solitary hush on 
an area of 500 acres, the whole of the soil 
being of a light nature, dark in colour, with 
kangaroo grass. We ascended the bills I 
have already mentioned, in the hope of catch- 
ing a glimpse of the country in a S.S. West 
direction, and found it to be of the same 
open and extensive character, far as the eye 
could reach, viz , plains of good soil, covered 
with grass, well adapted for grazing and a^i- 
cultural purposed, and all ready for the 
plough. In casting our eye in the opposite 
direction, namely, N.N. East, the same good 
country met our view, only bounded by the 
horizon. Perhaps the principal drawback 
that will be felt, should these plains be 
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eventaally occupied, will be the want of fire- 
wood, and timber for fanning and other uaes. 
We have not yet met with timber fit for the 
saw or splitting. Brush yards might be 
made for sheep or cattle. A gig or carriage 
might be safely drawn over these plains, 
without the possibility of being upset, as 
easily as on a turnpike road. I have given 
them the name of Arthur's plains, in honour 
of Governor Arthur, of Van Dieman's Land* 
Adjoining Mount Collicott are two others 
which I have named Mount Cottrill and 
Mount Connolly, after Mr. Connolly and 
Mr. Cottrill, both of Van Dieman's ' Land. 
At a distance Qf fifteen miles irom Mount 
Cottrill, bearing N.W. from it, is another 
mount, to which I have given the name of 
Mount Solomon, after Mr. J. Solomon, of 
Launceston. To-morrow I intend proceed- 
ing up the country for several days, to meet 
the vettsel at the river or head of the bay* 
if the weather will permit. It has rained all 
this day, and we have experienced a very 
heavy hail storm, with the wind blowing > 
hard from the west, and very cold. We 
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caught Bight of the amoke of the iiatives* 
camp under the lee of Mount CoUicott, 

June 2. — My Sydney natives came on 
board this morning for the purpose of assisting 
in packing up, and otberwise making prepa- 
rations for our contemplated expedition into 
the interior. As it continued to rain heavily, 
and a heavy bank of fog prevented our seeing 
any distance, I proposed, rather than lose 
time, to go with the vessel to the river, and 
from thence take my departure for the bush. 
We made the river by 3 p.m., and observed 
that the vrhole of the coast at the head of 
the bay was clear of timber, and a constant 
plain covered with grass. 

Near the head of the river, on the point, 
was a plantation of she-oak. We endea^ 
voured to sail up the river, but found the 
water not more than a fathom deep. I went 
on shore this evening ; the country is covered 
with kangaroo grass, and thinly timbered 
with such trees as are before mentioned. I 
saw large numbers of psbcans, swans, ducks, 
teal, and other waterfowl ; and the borders 
of the bay abounded in quail. There 
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appeared to be two kinds of this bird, one of 
a dark and the other of a light colour, the 
former being twice the size of the latter. 
To-morrow, weather permitting, I intend 
taking my departure up the river. 

June 3. — Everything being in readiness, 
we left the vessel about 9 a.m., and proceeded 
ill a boat up the river for about five miles, 
taking soundings as we went, and found from 
Beven to nine feet water in the channel. I 
DOW landed, and joined the party on shore, 
who had walked some seven miles on a well- 
grassed and thinly oak-timhered country ; 
four miles further I came upon the banks of 
the river, which appeared open on both sides, 
well-grassed, and deeper than at the place 
where I landed from the boat. In travelling 
further up we passed over several rich fiats, 
about a mile wide, by two or three miles 
long, destitute of trees, and covered knee- 
deep with grass, from which hundreds of tone 
of good hay might be made. The land was of 
the best description, equal to anything in the 
world, nor does it appear subject to being 
flooded. For twentj ^ix miles we continued 
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followiog the course of this river, and found 
on both Bides of it, as far as the eye could 
stretch, fine open plains, with a few trees of 
the oak species ; one striking object was the 
absence of fresh water ali throughout this 
distance. Just before sundown, as we were 
preparing to camp on the bank of the river, 
I caught sight of a damp place, and, on send- 
ing one of mj men, Gumm, to make a hole 
with a stick to the depth of two feet, we had 
in the course of an hour a plentifiil supply 
of good water. By 10 p.m. the water was 
running over the top of the bole ; I am certain 
the same might be done in most places, with 
a like result. The river varied in width 
from one hundred to sixty yards ; at this place 
it is but forty yards wide, and is becoming 
narrower as we go up. I have named this 
place Gumm's well. In the course of the 
journey to-day we saw several parrots, kanga- 
roos, and a native dog or dingo. 

June 4. — Re-commenced our journey up 
the river at 8 a.m. ; ^er travelling four or 
five miles, I turned off to obtain a view of 
Mounts Collicott, Cottrill, and Solonion. 
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After taking tlie distance and bearings of 
these mountains, sonhe emus started across a 
fine slightly elevated plain, mj dogs gave 
chase, and I followed for a mile or two. 
From Mount Cottrill I could see in the dis- 
tance two other mountains, which I have 
respectively named Mount Wedge and Mount 
Sams; both are in a range with Mount 
Solomon. 

We continued travelling over the plains, 
uid in eight mites agun made the river, 
which was now perfectly fresh. We all took 
a hearty drink. Having crossed the river, 
we travelled over the richest land I had ever 
seen in my life ; marsh mallows, with leaves 
as large as those of the cabbage tribe, and as 
high as my head. We recrossed at a native 
ford, and we observed on a wattle tree, which 
they bad been stripping of the bark, scratches 
or marks of figures, representing blacks in the 
act of fighting. These figures I copied as 
nearly as T was able. 

We ascended a small eminence where 
the grass reached our knees, and followed 
the course of the river for a few miles ; we 
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camped for the night in a snug corner of land 
on its bank, which I called Gunim's corner. 
After taking a refreshing pot of tea And Bome- 
thiog to eat, I started with four of my natives, 
and took a circuit of thirteen miles up the 
river, which was here running in a northerly 
direction. The whole of the land was of 
excellent warm hill and valley, with grass 
three feet high in places where it had not 
been burnt by the natives. Where it had 
been burned by these people, the young 
blades are from ten to twelve inches high, 
alTording fine feed for the kangaroos and 
other animals. In tho' course of the 
evening we heard a dog howl. The weather 
has been very fine and warm. We have 
travelled about thirty miles to-day. 

June 5." — I left the river this morning, and 
journeyed in a W.N.W. course, as I wished 
to cross over some large plains in that direc- 
tion. We saw a large flock of emus, but too 
distant for the dogs to overtake them. Some 
vrild geese were also seen. In the course of 
this journey, we crossed three running streams 
of fresh water, with steep banks, covered 



3 bv Google 



404- APPENDIX. 

with grass to the margin of tfae water. In 
some parts of these creeks, the water did not 
run, bat we observed lai^e and deep poods 
in the heads of the three creeks I crossed, 
and am inclined to believe that they are the 
same waters, but running in different direc- 
tions until reaching the river. This country 
is consequently well watered, the only thing 
apparently vranting being timber. Pursuing 
our course, we passed through an open forest 
two miles in length, composed of oak, with 
about ten of those trees to the acre, and the 
stems or butts about a foot in circumference, 
their heads forming good shelter for stock, 
with excellently grassed surface. The last 
creek I have named Eliza creek, as a small 
token of regard for my absent, affectionate 
wife. About noon we ascended a hill, and 
from thence took a bird's-eye view of the 
country, for a distance of forty miles on every 
band, the same open, grazing-like land is 
every where seen. The hill on which I am 
now sitting, under one of the few she-oaks 
which are scattered over its surface, is distant 
^fty miles from the bay, and all around are 
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rich open plains, with trees, geotte rising 
hills, and valleys of the best description of 
soil. We have just discovered smoke arising 
from the fires of the natives in an easteriy 
direction, and have commenced to follow in 
that course. After accomplishing sixteen 
miles over rich plains, we crossed another 
fresh water creek, just at its point of junction 
with one running from the N.N.E. We 
again renewed our journey over plains, until 
reaching a small forest of box gum trees, 
which formed a belt of about two miles. 
Here, then, we have, at length, found timber 
suitable for splitting or sawing, and the great 
and only desideratum wanting supplied. In 
this forest, which was well grassed, we caught 
one of the largest kangaroos I have ever 
seen, measuring nine feet. This was a 
BOOMEB. From the box and oak forest, we 
came upon beautiful open plains, with the 
usual interraptions of gently rising eminences, 
on which grew oak, black wood, and wattle 
trees, with grass up to our waists, through 
which walking was both painfnl and tedious. 
We came eventually to a small lovely valley, 
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where, to our great delight, was a dense tea- 
tree scrub, which we knew to be the surest 
indication of good water in its neighbour- 
hood, and it soon led us to the upper end or 
head of a well of the purest water, the cur- 
rent of which took a south-east course. It 
being, by this time, sunset, we camped for 
the night. We were hungry, and enjoyed a 
pot of tea and other viands, to which our late 
discovery gave an additional zest. 

June 6. — During the greater part of last 
night, the wind was very high, accompanied 
with a few showers of rain. We made an 
early breakfast, and resumed oar journey, in 
order to reach the camp of tbe blacks, the 
smoke of whose fires we had seen yesterday. 
We travelled over land equal to any that we 
had seen, a deep black diluvium, with grass 
three or four feet high, and thinly timbered. 
After travelling eight miles, we struck the trail 
of the natives, which, in a short time, led us to a 
branch of the tribe, consisting of one chief, 
his, wife, and three children — fine, plump, 
chubby, healthy-looking urchins they were. 
To this distinguished royal chieftain of the 
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prairies, I gave one pair of blaDkets, hand- 
kerchiefs, beads, and three pocket knives; 
upon the receipt of these presents, he under- 
took the part of guide. We crossed a fresh- 
water creek, with good land on either bank. 
Our new guide informed as that he would 
take us to his tribe, at the same time naming 
many of their chiefs. After travelling about 
eight miles, we were surprised to hear a 
number of voices calling after us, and on 
looking round, encountered six men, armed 
with spears fixed in their wommeras. We 
stopped, and they at once threw aside their 
spears, and came up to us in the most friendly 
manner possible. We all shook hands, and 
I gave them knives, tomahawks, &c., where- 
upon they took the lead, and brought us 
back about a mile, to where we found huts 
or gunyahs, and a number of women and 
children. We sat down in the midst of 
these sooty and sable aboriginal children of 
Australia; amongst whom, we ascertained, 
were eight chiefs belonging to the country 
near Port Phillip, over which we had tra- 
velled, and with which we bad so much 
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reason to be pleased. The three principal 
chiefs were brothers. Two of them were 
fully six feet high, and tolerably good look- 
ing ; the third was not so tall, but moch 
stouter than the others. The other five 
chiefs were equally fine men. And a qaes- 
tion, to myself, here arises, and the answer 
as speedily follows, viz.: now is the time for 
entering into ^id efiecting a purcliase of 
their land. A full explanation, that my ob- 
ject in visiting their shore was to purchase 
their land, they appeared to understand ; and 
the following negotiation or agreement was 
immediately entered into. I purchased 
two large blocks or tracts of land, about six 
hundred thousand acres, more or less, and in 
consideration therefor, I gave them blankets, 
knives, looking-glasses, tomahawks, beads, 
scissors, flour, &c., and I also further agreed 
to pay them a tribute, or rent, yearly. The 
parchment or deed was signed this after- 
noon by the eight chiefs, each of them, at 
the same time, banding me a portion of the 
soil; thus giving me full possession of the 
tracts of laud I had purchased. 
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This mcHst extraordiuaiy sale and purchase 
took place by the side of a lovely stream of 
water, irom whence my land commenced. A 
tree was here marked in four different ways, 
to define the comer boundaries. Good land, 
to any extent, either for stock or tillage, with 
good water, was here in abundance, ready for 
sheep, cattle, or the plough. The timber 
was she-oak, dwarf-gum, and wattle. 

Oar negotiation was terminated by ray 
Sydney natives giving our newly-oequired 
friends a grand corroborree at night, much 
to their delight. Upon a close observation 
of the domestic habits of these people, we 
discerned that each chief had two wives and 
several children. The group consisted al- 
together of forty-five, men, women, and 
children. 

June 7. — Sunday. — I awoke this morning 
with the agreeable consciousneee of my being 
able, like Alexander Selkirk, of school-boy 
memory, to say, 

" I un monarch of all I nrrej ; 
Hj light there is dddb to diqmte." 

With a view, however, of securing this right 

VOL. I. T 
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more permanently, I busted myself in drawing- 
Qp triplicates of the deeds of tbe land I bad 
purchased, and in delivering over to tbe 
natives more property. Tbis was done on 
the banks of the lovely little creek, which I 
have named Batman's Creek, as a memento 
of the novel and interesting transaction occnr- 
ing on its banks. After the purchase and 
payment, at the conclusion of the prelimin- 
aries, I bad made preparation for departing, 
when two of the principal chiefs approached 
and laid their royal mantles at my feet, beg- 
ging my acceptance of them. Upon my 
acquiescing, tbe gifts were placed around my 
neck and over my shoulders, by the noble 
donors, who seemed much pleased at their 
share in the transaction, and begged of me to 
walk a pace or two in their (now my) princely 
vestments. I asked them to accompany me 
to the vessel, to which request I received a 
rather feeling reply, by their pointing, first to 
their children, and next to their own naked 
feet, importing that they could not walk so 
fast as ourselves, but would come down in a 
few days. In tbe course of the late transac- 
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tion I had no diflScolty in diecovering their 
Bacred and private mark, bo important in all 
their transactions, and universallj respected. 
I obt^edaknowledgeof this mark bjmeans 
of one of mj Sydney natives, Bungit, who, 
going behind a tree, out of sight of the 
females, made the Sydney aboriginal mark. 
I afterwards took two others of my natives, 
and the principal chief of Port Phillip, to 
whom I showed the mark on the tree, which 
he instantly recognised, and pointed also to 
the knocking out of the front tooth. This 
mark is always made simultaneously with the 
loss or abstraction of the tooth. I requested 
the chief, through the interpretation of my 
Sydney natives, to give the imprint of his 
mark. After a iew minutes' hesitation, he 
took a tomahawk and did as he was desired 
on the bark of a tree. A copy of this mark 
is attached to the deed, as the signature and 
seal of their country. 

About 10 a.m. I took my departure from 

these interesting people. The principal chief 

coald not be less than six lent four inches 

high, and his proportions gigantic ; his brother 

T 2 
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six feet tvo inches, also a fioe man. I re- 
crossed Batman's creek, and travelled over 
tliinlj-timbered country of box, gam, wattle, 
and sbe-oak, with grass three or four feet 
high. Travelling twelve miles down one of 
my side lines, in a south-west direction, we 
came upon another creek of good pure water, 
runniog through a most romantic valley. I 
named it Lucy's creek, in token of afiection 
to one of my daughters ; and the valley 
Maria's valley, after my eldest daughter. 
This valley and creek ran for many miles 
through land of the richest description. We 
crossed more plains or grazing land, and came 
subsequently upon a thinly-timbered forest of 
gum, wattle, and oak. Here, for the fifst 
time, the land became sandy, with a little 
gravel. The grass 'was ten inches high, and 
resembled a field of wheat. We have not 
seen the slightest appearance of fnwt. 
After leaving this forest, we came upon the 
river I had gone up a few days before. In- 
tending to come down on the opposite side 
and hul the vessel, I crossed, on the banks 
.of the river, a large marsh, one mile and a 
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half broad, by tbree or four long, of the rich- 
est dilivium; not a tree was to be seen. 
Upon the borders of this extensiTe marsh or 
swamp we disturbed large flocks of quuls. 
In one flock the birds were so numerous as 
to form a dense cloud. I shot two very large 
ones. At the upper part of this swamp is 
an extensive lagoon, at least a mile across ; 
its surface was covered with swans, ducks, 
geese, and other aquatic fowl Having 
crossed this marsh, we passed through a dense 
tea-tree scrub, very high, expecting to make 
the vessel in the course of an hour or two, 
but, to our great surprise, when we got 
through we found ourselves on the banks of 
a much larger river than the one we had 
originally gone up. As it was now near snn- 
down, and at least two days would be required 
to head the river, I decided upon allowing 
two of my Sydney natives to swim across it, 
and go to the vessel, distant about seven 
miles, to fetch the boat. Bullet and Buogit 
started on this enterprise, and returned in 
about three hours from the time of their de- 
parture. Their return with the boat was most 
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opportune, as we had got on the point of 
junction of the two riTere, where the tide 
had set in, and was already np to my ancles. 
I first dispatched the partj with the dogs in 
the boat to the opposite bank, and, on the 
return of the boat, myself and old Bnll, who 
had cut his foot, went in first-rate style to 
the vessel. I hope my travelling on foot will 
terminate, at least for some time. I had now 
accomplished a most arduous undertakiog, 
and, in order to secure the fruits of my 
exertions, I intend leaving Gnmm, Dodds, 
Thompson, and three of my Sydney natives — 
Bungit, Bullet, and old Bull — aa overseers 
and bailiff of my newly-acquired territory, 
and of the possession of which nothing short 
of a premature diBclosure of my discovery on 
the part of my companions, can possibly 
deprive me. These people I intend leaving 
at Indented Heads, as my head depot, with a 
supply of necessaries for at least three months. 
The chiefs of the Port Phillip tribes made me 
a present of three stone tomahawks, some 
spears, wommeiias, boomerangs, and other 
weapons of warfare. 
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June 8. — This morning the winds set in 
foul for Indented Heads, and having made 
several attempts to get out of the river, we 
gave it up as hopeless. We went in a boat 
up the large river coming from the east, and, 
after e:(aminat)on six miles up, I was pleased 
to find the water quite fresh and very deep : 
this will be the place for the future village. 

June 9. — We made a feir start this morn- 
ing ; and are now, with a light wind, under 
weigh for Intended Heads. We reached the 
bay early in the afternoon, and commenced 
landing goods as expeditiously as possible, 
the bay being rough and the wind increasing 
in violence. We have succeeded, however, 
iu landing all the goods. I selected a spot 
where I wished Gumm to commence the 
garden, house, and other appurtenances. All 
my Sydney natives being desirous of permis- 
sion to remain here, it was determined that 
Pigeon and Joe, the marine, should also re- 
main in addition to the other natives, this 
making a total of eight individuals ; three 
whites, namely, Gumm, Dodds, and Tbomp- 
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son ; and of Datives five, Pigeon, Joe the 
marine, Bungit, Bullet, and Old Bull, for 
whom we have left a plentifht supply of 
eTerytbing to last for three mouths or more. 
I left a large quantity of potatoes for planting, 
and a great variety of garden seeds, stones 
and pips of firoits, with apples and orauges. I 
also left the six dogs. To Gumm I gave written 
authority to warn off all persons found tres- 
passing on the land I had purchased from the 
natives ; and everything being now perfectly 
arranged and understood, we shook hands 
with all, and took a friendly &rewell. We 
sailed for the Heads with a feiir wind, which 
we cleared by 8 p.m. 

June 10.' — We made a good run last night, 
about eighty miles, and by midnight were 
within sight of the coast of Van Dieman's 
Land. 

June 1 1 . — Got into George Town Heads at 
6 tun., with a &ir wind up the river, and 
arrived at Launceston this evening. I lost 
ho time in reaching my own house, where I 
was kindly and ailectionat^y greeted ; and» 
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in the bosom of my family, I Boon lost all 
sight of my past wandering. 



Mr. Batman again reached Port Phillip 
in the latter part of AjM-il, 1836, by the 
** Caledonia," accompanied by Mrs. Batman, 
their family, and servants. Among the pas- 
sengers were James Simpson, Esq., late police 
magistrate of Campbelltown, Van Dieman's 
Land, Major Welman and son, who were on 
their way to India, and the Rev. Mr. Orton. 
On the first Sabbath-day after their arrival, 
the church service was read by Mr. Orton, 
on Batman's Hill. Forms had been arranged, 
at the rear of Mr. Batman's residence, for the 
convenience of the congregation, consisting 
of Mr. Batman himself, with his wife and 
family, the governess. Miss Caroline New- 
come, Dr. Thompson, Mr. J.' Simpson, and- 
the shepherds and farm servants in the em- 
ploy of Mr. Batman. Not the least interest- 
ing group of individuals were the Sydney 
natives, who had performed no unimportant 
^art in the discovery of the colony. Their 
T 3 
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appearance among the company was striking, 
dressed in their clean white jackets and 
trowsers, and headed hj their king or chief, 
in a scarlet coat and military pantaloons, with 
breastplate and gorget, the gift of Colonel 
Sir George Arthur, then Governor of Van 
Dieman's Land The protrusion of two black 
legs from the lower part of the pantaloons, 
we must admit, in great measure impaired 
the otherwise military bearing of the ci-devant 
Governor of Tasmania. Another group con- 
sisted of the Port Phillip aborigines, of 
both sexes, who were stationed at a little 
distance from the main body of the con- 
gregation. 

These simple people *^)peared to be watch- 
ing with considerable interest the movements 
of the others, and when they joined simul- 
taneously in sacred song their astonishment 
was very great. 

Batman's first sheep station was situated 
on the present site of St. James's church, 
where a shepherd's hut had been erected, and 
the sheep were under the management of a 
Mr. Fogarty. 
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MouDt Martba and Mount Eliza were 
named by one of the lieutenants of the 
Rattlesnake, at that time employed in sur- 
veying the coast, in compliment to Mrs. 
Lonsdale and Mrs. Batman, respectively. 
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TTte Xeventie Returns of the Cotony of Victoria, for t&e 
Year and Quarter ended the SOth September, 1858, 
at ptMuhed in the Melhoume Gazette, October 5, 





«o»t«. 


ending 


Ton 


udlat 














*^i5^"' 


SOth^fcpt., 


Mthjtep... 


^^^.. 


Oatomt. 


£ 


I 


c 


£ 


Dutiei on ipiriU . 


m.eae 


165,287 


784, un 


758,678 


Dabet on wiM . 


14.75* 


10,758 


76,770 


49,768 


Dati«onbctt»id 










cider . . . 


29,029 


16,087 


99,937 


79,380 


Outiw OQ tobacco 


2S.144 


35,036 


107,6!i5 


129,692 


DutyonciBW. . 


5,923 


5,194 


27,483 


24,554 


Datfon tea . . 


18,581 


24,S3I 


94,290 


101,913 


Doty OD coffee ■ 


5,285 


4,628 


21,214 


18,884 


Dutyoniugarand 










n.o1.»» . . 


17,098 


21,264 


107,696 


113,062 


Dutr OD opiom . 


396 


765 


3S8 


5,358 


Duly OD gaU w- 










pitol! . . 


S9,D6S 


79,461 


339,317 


331,559 


ToW C«temi. 


400,087 


383,515 


1,658,775 


1,913,372 
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Quansi enaing 


YH>..>dlnf 




HMhSttt., 


"*„?'^ 


SOtb Sept., 


aoth Sept, 

1868. 


Uiom' rigliM . 

Bu.iaeti1ioe»»>. 

LeOK* of aitiifer- 
oQilindsundaf 
quarti vein) . 

EKortudciutod; 


£ 
17,231 
4,469 

1,077 
SO 


£ 
12,438 

'i,4f>a 
lis 


£ 
55,959 

18,852 

4,395 
' 1,054 


£ 
50,226 
21,220 

943 

709 


Total gold . . 


23,853 


17,013 


80,217 


73,099 


Pari 1 and Harioim 
Tonn^ . . . 

PibUfte lat out 
putW) . . . 


6,845 


6,604 


23,531 
933 


24,001 
550 


Total pom and 
harbour. . . 


6,S45 


6,604 


24,065 


24,551 


Proecedi of ihe 
ule of public 
land! . . . 


343,734 


131.731 


804,668 


789,514 


Lmwuu. 

lHibinanJs.aild 

rtock . . . 
Other occnpBtion 

licentea v . 
Auctioneers' . . 
Publicani- . . 
Spirit metchanta'. 
Brewen' . . . 
All other liceuM. 


4^7 

5,0U6 
1,306 
22,151 
1,263 
7B 
3,825 


3,116 

5,148 

230 

16,700 

579 

34 

4,783 


89,011 

8,078 
7,182 

51,6116 

7.110 

361 

13,i9l 


133,498 

18,345 
9,470 

49,30r. 

12,60* 

996 

8,016 


Total licenwi . 


34,129 


30,612 


177,922 


227,850 


Po«age . . . 


20,924 


22,770 


73,876 


86,176 
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.BdlDf 


¥«r. ending 


H<H>dlor&«MU. 












-f.f.'- 


,0^^.. 


soth Sept., 


.C^^^p.. 


Fm. 




£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


CIvUofficu . . 


4,266 


3,737 


11,730 


13,462 




7,10E 


8,01D 


24,317 


i9,656 


General sttuDn* 










tai County 










uourU . . . 


2,4ft3 


1,373 


9,153 


2,937 


Couniofminw . 




27S 




S8U 


Cnurts of Pelty 












1,497 


2,S56 


5,030- 


e,i69 


Under CoIodUI 










S(«m Nniga. 










Hon Act . . 


341 


281 


953 


fi67 


Under Imperial 
MerahuitBhip. 


















pfagAct . " 


316 


■Hi 


1,041 


j,m 


ToUllMi . . 


19,962 


15,46U 


54 631 


59,094 


B«f and Ftr. 










ftiture: 










Sopieme Court . 


SS4 


224 


1,666 


B75 












Seulom . . 


b 


10 


241 


102 


Cunnly Coiirti . 






48 




Court! of Hina . 


75 




219 


58 


Court* of Petty 










SM<i01» . . 


2,175 


1,570 


8.210 


8,178 


Cnwn'i ihiK of 










peniltiea end 










«UurM,&o. . 


ItiO 


i6i 


271 


61)1 


ConfiKiited and 




















ptrty . . . 


314 


178 


2,425 


1,0411 


Tola) Gonind 












3,116 


2,3M 


13,086 


10, SM 
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Qaan«i 


a,iint 


YanendiBg 


HsidiiilKtTeiiiM. 


BOih Sept., 


^^. 


«Hh^Sept.. 








ISM. 




1818. 




£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


B>tM under Act IS 










Victoria, No. 5 


3,188 


1,071 


13,703 


9,000 


Under Act IBVici, 










No.39(Cbineie 










Immigrints) Im- 




















10?. 


580 


2,S00 


9.010 


13.772 


Do.annu»li»le,li. 


7,719 


7,707 


22,496 


23,557 


Under Actai Vic, 










No. 41 (UWnBw) 




366 




1,499 


OncUimwi amount 










Kcruing from 










»1» of itn- 










pouiuledcallU. 


3,826 


2,929 


27,164 


13,303 


Reiiti, ucluaite 










of land. . . 


230 


137 


390 


894 














1,195 


1,382 


5,077 


6.273 


Labour orptbousn 


2,643 


1,336 


9,083 


9,433 


Electric Tel. office 


2,628 


3,.'i21 


7,444 


12,869 


Storage of |un- 










Safe of Govern. 


183 


3»2 


562 


1,223 










oS-rsr: 


627 


349 


4.923 


3,493 


3,117 


3,753 


10,789 


11,248 


Total Mi<cel. 


SG,3.]2 


26,347 


106,666 


102,065 


Tot*l leveniie . 


673,615 
636,311 


636,311 


2,993,696 
2,966,180 


2,986, IBU 


NetdecratM . 


237,304 




7,516 




Special FkhA. 










PaUcB Reward . 


2,4S8 


2.156 


9.132 


10,689 


PenilBtlablith. . 




66 


289 


213 


Toll Fund . . 


37,626 


97,363 


147,859 


308,662 


Suiton' Food . 




7,774 




40,071 


TruitTund . . 




56,487 




197,112 


Police Hoip. Fund 


_ 


132 


— 


402 
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The Seneiple other than Revtnue at the Treasury, 
MeWoume, during the Quarter aiding 30(A SefOem- 
ber, 1858, were as /allows. 





Toud RcMEpti 


._. 


FolUie 
OuuMrendMc 




Bcpajments to credit of cxpendi- 


£ f. d. 

1 6 

I99,BS2 3 n 
7,409 4 

936 3 

42,881 S 11 
2,909 13 7 

804 19 7 

9 14 4 

1,7S3 9 I 

523 17 

S 2 4 

985 

1,874 IS 

6,502 4 6 

234 19 6 

334 13 4 

730 3 9 

1,MI0 

150,000 


12,044 16 3 








AdvBoc«>(ui>derali^t ^' ei- 
















Purubasa far genenl imie. . . , 
PuKham of muecmli for mmou- 

W«lemccouni 




Ctulomi orertime (officera')- ■ ■ ■ 

Cu-i™, overtii.. (good.) 

iRnnigration remitUncef 








Rall<>r>7 

»t.i-ioE>plT 

LoniM— wttWc and lennige .... 
Laaiu--*<lv»iicea from buki . . . 




Total (pccUlMCosnti.. 




41»,053 ID • 
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ToUl BxKlpU. 




DoriDctha 
S.T«-»O.WS». 


Fat (ha 


Spteimt Pim<U. 


£ .. i 

2, IBS 9 9 
132 IS 
67,362 13 10 
7,774 17 1 
56,4S7 4 2 
6ft 


£ «. d. 






















Total ipeciil (nndi 




163,946 19 10 


^-p-" {£:=,■.■.•. 


10 7 
6U 6 



SDMMABT OF RECEIPTS. 

R«TeiiiM '. 636,31 1 6 

B«pairmeaU 12,044 16 < 

Sp«eiil aceouDti 4I9,0S3 10 

S|wcul fund* 163,948 19 1 

Smpenw aecoimli 6fi5 11 

ToUl ... 1,332,014 6 
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ThefoUoiemg is a StaUment of Sxpenditure proper of 
the Colony of Vieloria, during the Quarter CTiding 
30th September, 1858, on Account of the Year 1858. 

Bemtm tf Le/fuiatint. 

£ t. d. 

Tjcgiilaiive Council : S66 13 4 

Lcgiilative Auamblj 2,246 3 

Ubrar; 482 1 14 

Total Hdium of LegUlalnn 3,294 18 3 



.11. Oatf Smrtlarg. 

Chief Sscratuf 'a office 3,032 7 8 

R^tu(nr-a«ncital 3,761 7 3 

Ooldfield* 8,471 8 

CUnne pmlecionta ^,298 2 II 

Police 74^75 3 8 

DetecIiTe police. 1,834 IT 

Gaolf 7,960 11 6 

Penal (stablislnnnil 21,290 1 6 

Chief Medical C»lceT 2,12U 3 11 

LuMlic Aiylum 4,279 6 3 

Public Libraiy 711 4 S 

Shorthuid Writer 461 6 lU 

EdueMian 7.490 14 6 

Botanic ^rdena ],b07 6 3 

Geological aanejor 1,460 H 7 

MkgoeCic turrey 129 19 11 

ScieDtific boaid , 274 

Agriculiunl lodetiet 3,011 3 10 

Hiueum of uatuial hiitorf 219 IS 3 

Mining, economic geolog;, u>d ■gricuUore 282 3 2 

Giperinienlal fum 691 H 

Hitcelkiwou* 6,111 10 3 

TotalChlef Secelary lSt,069 T 
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III. JltOTTHg Omtral, £ i. c 

aupreme Court 1M61 '2 

Caantf Cam*, &e 3,866 17 

Police ms«islimlis 6,31)4 3 

Clcrfca of CouDty Coorta, ftc S,789 i 

CoDUnKODcie* to Nos. 30, 56, ud 67 3,623 8 

C«oi.«i VS3 8 

ToUl Atlome; Geoenl 33,794 14 



IV. Tnavirer. 

TreMury 6,7S3 8 

Storei «nd Uamport 2,918 12 1 

Government print*! 7,722 17 4 

Military 18,337 17 

Voluntaer force '. 1,4U6 5 10 

Charitable inititutiDiu 20,360 16 9 

Municipalitie , 41,921 14 6 

Hiacslluieoiu 0,S33 IS 3 

Total Treuurer 104,955 2 5 



V. Beard of Land and H'ort: 

Surrey, sale, and management of public landa. . . . 28,018 17 10 

CommissioDer of loadv and enHinevring branch. , . 5,324 12 7 

Rnadi and bridge 187,110 7 2 

ComiDiaBioaeT of public world 6,414 13 11 

Buildinga, &c., Melbouni 6.939 

Wharf., iettiea, ttc 6,1 76 8 

Marine and river iTorlu 4,308 3 

Buildiagi at gold field* 678 19 

Police buildiogi S,613 3 7 

Gaola and gaol buildiDga 5,500 

Pnal eatablishment) 13,100 7 4 

Court-houae 4,440 11 

Gold officei 747 

MUitary buildiagi 5,699 12 1 

Surreyofficet 965 

LigliltiODMa 408 8 10 

Blectrio te'rc^raphi 0,438 16 6 

Poit-office buildioga 3^87 11 

Carried forward 
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Brnught fnnrard 

UiacalUiwaui a,ni 1 

Additiuni and repun 4^69 16 

r«nc« ind repair! to renew 2,637 13 

Rentii and fnmiture 7,279 2 

CommiuioDCi of Railin]>i 794 3 

EDgineer-in-CMcr, &«. 9,134 

Abori^DCt 269 13 

3,106 19 

ToU] Boud of Land and WoiVg ..... 320,989 1 1 



VI. ammantnur tf TVodr and OatMU. 

Cuftomi 16,S69 8 

Port* and harbour* S.6S0 6 

CoBrt lighthODM* 469 7 

Harttcmi lisbt* 704 10 

LightveM^ 922 7 

Whvf and jettf ligbt* IM 19 

ImmigratiDD BstibliihmiDU >...■>■■.... 3,373 13 

IntroductioD of immigraiiti 9,621 3 

Powder nutgaiiita ■ •■• 167 17 



Toul Tr«d« and Ciubiiiu 36,933 II II 

ViL PoUmalir Geurai. 

Poit oOces 14,262 8 8 

Mann orden 37 10 

Msiliervic 15,754 1 2 

Electric telegmpb 4,521 6 

„ „ NewUoea 34 10 

Total PoatmoMer Geueril 34,609 15 10 

VIII. Ctmmuaaun tf AuiUt. 

Auditoffics 1,033 8 5 
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^idal AfprapriatioK*. £ i. d. 

SchaduteD, Fuel, Act 18& 19Vict,ca{i. 05 . 9,500 

Pvt 3, „ „ . 3,000 

Pirt3, „ „ . 3,208 6 8 

Parti, „ „ . 1,341 IS g 

P«*6, „ „ 1,100 

Puts, „ „ . 13,271 17 ID 

UoiverMtf ■ 3,350 

lotemt on water and nwHage debenturet 6,83S 

Inlcrol oa Mount AlBxandcr Railwi; Debentum 10 

PeuuoD t 290 

Comniuusiien of audit • • 300 

MinlugBoud* 2r0 10 » 

Guwanteid intemt oo railway capital 7,707 1 1 



Total iptoial ■ppropriatimu 44,444 12 



Total tipandilura ondar appiopTiatioai 
of tbe Legulalure fbr Ibe Hirica of 
the;eail858 731,623 15 



ThefoUowxTig it a StatemaU sf J}uburtem«ntt, {other 
than Expenditure proper^ during the Quarter ending 
30(& September. 



Btfimdtfiva Aowiw. £ : d, 

FroniCuBtonisdatiM 1,008 4 7 

„ Procoedi oF the lale of public land* 140 S 7 

„ Uetatet ifill 6 D 

„ F«a 29 3 3 

„ Finei and rorfsiluna 209 10 2 

„ Hi«c«lkneoiu leoaipu , 943 II 9 

Total ratundi from maniu 4^3 4 3 
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SptdalA 



ThajeulSSG 506 4 6 

Tle^MrlSSg 43,000 

AdwuMi vDiler Bbsincia of axpentei 1BS,4I9 9 II 

AdranCM, ordiixr; 29^5 IS 11 

Coloniil ■g«iit-geBer>l, Dr. ftccouDt 42,916 11 11 

Cdoniil ageiit-gsierd, Cr. kCOHUlt 901 

Pnmhaws for grnttsi Imiw 2,0S2 1 10 

Pnrchuc) of mUerial* )br manufutura tX paiaJ 

cMabliihmeuU I,38B 6 5 

Wmitaaccounl ... 38 10 

Police clothing 1,077 6 4 

CiuLomi overtime (offlcen) 944 13 6 

Ciutom>oven;me(KOodi) 23 U 3 

Imniention nmitlincM.......... ...••.•..• • Zfiib 

InraofcmgaU OD land 1,679 IS 

Otbtf governmurt* 4,S7I 15 6 

fUil«ij 124,065 19 

Commiuionen of Kwen^ Uid wUer mpplr > ■ . ■ 770 16 6 

Total ipeeiAl acoonnti , 443,626 13 i 

^Kcial FimU. 

ChinswBiuiiiHlralafiiiMl 6 1 3 

Police twrard fund 1,095 13 8 

Police botpital faad 116 5 

TolSlund.. 93,059 A S 

Suiton' fuud 9,368 3 

Truftfqnd 34,340 B 3 

Total ipedal tnnd* 139,965 15 

fDr.accouBl 10 7 

Si»pen«e iCr.aoeounl 329 B 3 



Suaimary tf Daiurtemenl*- 

Eipandilu™,Mr»i™ 18S7 59,6M 9 4 

Eipendituie, HTTicalBSS 731,623 15 3 

Safiinda from lereint 4,343 4 3 

Special acoounl. 443,626 18 5 

S^alloiHU 139,085 15 9 

Snipma accouDti .....••■ 339 18 10 

Total £1,370,536 16 10 
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LONDON: 

Printed bj W. Clowes and SosB, 

14, Charing Crua. 
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